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broom grass always grew on limestonc. He bad
wen & field where there was none of' 1t growing
escept whete svme lune had tumbled down the
sde of the baunk, so that by the broom grass
_they could tell where there was limestone with
the greatest pussible accuracy.
CULTIVATION OF MEADOWS,

With regard to the cultivation of meadows, he
sould premise by saying that they required cul-
twation 48 much as arable land. There was not
the same amount of work or expense required,
hat they must be cultivated, and an intelligent
wind only could get the best out of them. It
w5 too much to expect that pastures would yield
agood produce spoataneously, without wanting
wjthing doue to them: what would occur if lelt
w themselves 7 T'he birds would carry haws,
udsloes, and other seeds, and the pasture would
zeome 2 wild jungle.  The only got their beau-
il meadows by dnt of careful cultivation.
e generally they were not carefully enough
altivated, aud he would point out the following

nditions necessary to the proper cultivation of
cadows:—I[I' any one acquainted with the

wses would go over a meadow, he would soon

ol out whether it wag dry or properly drained.

fhe found a quantity of those ¢ bullpates,’” as

Yy are called, or large hassocks of grass, there

e mustithen be a quantity of water, and if the
“nd were drained all that would die out very

itkly. There were a great number of grass-

‘which could only grow under wet condiuons,

das soon as the land became dry they

dout as quickly as possible, leaving only a

e here and there, and then, supposing the

dnage to get out of order, they would imme-

-¢ly see these single blades multiply, and the

adow resume its former state. With refer-

®to irrigated meadows, most of them knew
tavery great increase was given to the yield
pastures in this country by letting the water
1over them wherever circumstances permitted
In order to do this propetly they must have
Ay of water, and faciliies by which that
£r could be got upon the meadow, and equal
‘lties for getting it off again. The meadows
ald not be flooded, but the water should ran
sitso that it would purcolate through the
= of the grasses. Wherever this was done,
sults were exaraordinary, and land which
ddnot be worth £1 an acre was made worth
waere, If the water were allowed to stag-
wsfter the flooding, and they had not proper
Tage, then they would have the evil results
Y growth of sour grasses. The man who
-aliid “the drowner” ought to know when
water was perfectly drained off, as' be would
“fe to see these sour grasses incressing if it
eiot. Draining was as absolutely necessary
stures as for arable land, but fewer drains

~ be required generally for the former
-the latter; where they wanted to have
g like & perfect pasture, they should have
g like stagnant water on the land, Ano-

ther importaut point was the rolling, Our pas-
tures were only in a good condition when there
was o uniform texture caused by the mixture of
grasses. If the grasses were allowed to grow in
patches here and there, then they begau to grow
wild, and like what was seen in the jungle.
Rolling prevented this, and the more a pasture
was rolled the better it became. There was
nothing like exercise for it; and to prove this,
he instanced Oakley Park, whéte the militia
were trained day after day, and, instead of doing
any mischief, they did an enormous amount of
good to the pasture. It caused a mixing of the
grasses, and they grew up together much more
casily and evenly after such exercises as this.
Harrowing was also a point that should be at-
tended to, in order to prevent an accumulation
of moss, and to clear away the decayed grasses
which had been allowed to stop behind. If not,
they would have a peaty kind of soil, which
they should endeavour by all means to prevent,
and where it existed to get 1id of; for the
grasses which grow in peaty soils were not the
most nutritious, and therefore anything like a
peaty condition, or decaying vegetable matter,
should not be allowed on the meadow. I'ar
better to take away all the grasses and sow new
seed than to skim the land over lightly, and
leave behind that which would produce peaty
conditions. There were some meadows adapted
for pasture and pasture only, and were not satis-
factory for making hay. Only a few years ago
he was on the estate of Mr. Barker, of Glouces.
ter, and 1n taking a ramble across the country,
in the Home Park, he met with a quantity of
grasses, of which he took the xname, and Mr,
Barker asked him what he thought of the value
of the land, and he told him it was exceedingly
good for pasture, but not for hay-making. Mr.
Barker said it was very curious that his own
bailiff should tell him that from practical experi-
ence, and that he, (Professor Buckman) should
tell him the same thing from examming the
giasses. There were a number of species of
grasses, the hay of which would not be nutriti-
ous. Some had long spikes when full grown,
like barley and wheat, and this was always ob-
jectionable in hay, so that here one was enabled,
merely by the grasses, to point out something of
practical importance.

FOLDING ON MEADOWS.

With regard to the amelioration of pasture by
“folding,’ he would make a few remarks. This
was o subject to which he had paid particular
attention, If they went on constantly feeding
from a meadow with-cows or sheep, and‘did pot
take hay from it, it would, under such circom-
stances, be very slow, indeed, to deteriorate. Tn

-fact, farmers very generally conclude tha. letting
.gheep upon the pasture was the'way to revive it,

however much deteriorsted before. Year after
yearsome carted away-hay from the meadow,
and returned no manure, but-to compensaté for

‘that; they folded .sheep upon.it; s theré was



