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SPARE THE ow.s AND SAv I ora Wu.IT.-The following letter in favor of the
Bari Owl, recently appeared in the London Times:-

Sir,-In your impression of the 9th inst., I saw a sensible letter headed " Au Owl's.
Larder," from Mr. Ellis, of Leicestershire, who, I make no doubt, is a benin gentle-
man, from bis advocating the cause of a ualuabile and imucih persecuted bird, viz.: the
white or barn owl. Many sportsmnen give an indiseriminate order to their keepers to
destroy all vermin but the fox, and among them (n mauny 'ýases in the ignorance of
both) the poor owl is ranked. The consequcce is, in some districts they are nearly
extinct, and where this is the case the stacks and barns swarmii witb mice. Last sum-
mer I witnessed the getting in of a siall stack of wheat in Shropshire, which the
owner supposed vould yield enouglh forhiis family, of wife and threc servants, for
cight or ine months. All that ie got from it lit to send to the miiil vas four and a
half bushels. Four hundred ilce were killed, and as mnany more we suppose, escaped.
These animals, as well as young rats, require vegetation and vater. At dusk they
come out, and out at the same tine coies the owl. No doubt they were created by an
all-wise Providence to keep these vermin under, as the rook is for the destruction of
the wire-worn, and the toad for slugs. If it were not so we should be eaten up.-
They know by instinct how to go about tlicir cailing better than we do. If the rook
and owl do pilfer a little at times when pincied by iuger, the laborer nust have is
hlire ; and with all our sagaeity we cannot master them like they can. The cat kilLs
more game in a season than the ovl in bis lifetime, and the fariner vith salt and ehe-
muicals, whieh cost him a good deal of money, cannot keep the wire-worm out of bis
land. l former days, in the country, t1ey had thel "owlet " iole in their barnls as
regularly as the pitching hole, for his ingress and egress, many of which I fid are
stopped up. During five summers in the vicinity I have mentioned, I hlave only seen
one owl skimming the meadows at nightfull. Titis year an unfortunate one flew over
the cricket ground at dusk one eveing, when hie Ifirst thing that occurred to a young
sportsman was to fetch bis gun and shoot him. This is being worse than people ve
call barbarians, for in India they religiously, andby law, protect7two useful birds-the
Brahmin kite and the adjutant. In Barbary the stock is safe, where they Say. Il On
the bouses they choose for thleir nest no evil comnet h." -

THE POWER oF fUNGE.-It is Imiger whiieh brings stalwart navvies together in
orderly gangs to eut paths through nountains, to throw brid«es across rivers, 1to inter-
seet the land with the great iron ways whieli bring city into daily coniuunication with
city. Hunger is the overseer of iliose men eiecting palaces, prison-houses, barrackls,
villas. Hunger sits at the loom, wihich, with stealthy power, is weaving the vondrous
fabrics of cotton and silk. Hiuiger labours at the furnace and lte plougli, coercing
the native indolence of mai into strenuous and incesant activity. Let food be abui-
dant and easy of access, and civilization hetomnes impossible ; for our higler efforts
are dependent on ourlower impulses in an indissoluble manner. Nothing but the ne-
cessities of food will force man to labour, whiieh lieJhates, and will.always avoid.when
possible.-Blaccwood.

THE PROPERTY or LiFEm.-Every mai, womnan, and child has .a property in lifie.-
What is the value of this property? Mr. Charles M. Willich has established an ex-
tremely easy ruile for expressing tlhis value-this " Expeetation of Life " at any age
from five to sixty. His formula stands thus :-e=i (80-a); or in plain words, the
expectation of life is equal to two-thirds of the difibrence between the age of the party
and eighty. Thus, say a man is now twenty years old. 3etwen thiat age and eighty
there are sixty years. Two-tiirds of sixty are forty-and this is lthe sum of lis expec-
tation of life. If a mnan be now sixty, lie will have an expectation of nearly fourteen
years more. By the same rile, a child of fnie lias a lien on life for fifty years. Every
one eau apply the rule to bis own age. 'Mr. Willicbs ltypotLesis may be as easily re-
membered as that by De Moivre in the last century, which liis nov become obsolete,
from the greater accuracy of inortality tables. Tlie resulis obtained by the new law
correspond very closely with those from Dr. Farr's Eiiglis!h life table, coistructed.yith
great care from an immense mass of retus.-thencsum.


