
Wt-IE1E THlE SEED GREVV

cailced ioccagye-ser\-ice, his cown labor and thait of is
horses to is lord at stated times. Every change in the
peasaniit's faxiiy-birth, marriage, or deathi-every seasoni
of the year, every part of his dwelling, or his littie f armn,
hiad its owri tax, and ail must be paid; so bitterly wvas
thIe German boor oppressed." Yet uncler ail this the
TFeuton \vas a staple factor in the country. Throughi the
geniera-.tions his love of the Fatherland knew -ne dimin-
ishing; rather it increased. Living under these- conditions,
so, surelv conducing to, poverty and sco certainly exacting
from the toiler his best efforts, the German peasant
found it possible to pride himis-lf on littie else than. his
self reliance. The love of life was strong. Thie Tentonic
%vi l became wel i pronou nced.

The strenucus life-struaggleý produc.-d its effect; the
heart soughùt its consolation in other than the things of
earth. It hiad its speech aind wvould b.- heard. Com-
munion of spirit becomes more precieus amid the diïs-

cergements of this world; and thisc muin s
broughit abc ut, it miay be, by ')-le hiymn and religions
exý%ercise, or perhiaps by songs, proverbs and jests. In those
days it wvas by the latter mneans that the eimbittered heart
of the peasant spoke out. Ultiniately the nobler instincts
of tChe soul ,-.witke.ned to their exercise, and the religiïon
vf Jesus Christ alone seemed the strong thing te fit in
and harmonize with the demiands of a consciousness tliat
takes life seriously. The great undertakings of liTe
reveaI to the soul its own gýreat relationship and bring it
into, doser comimunion with Ged.

Thus it was that a hnndred and twenty-five ye.ars
before Louis xvas born German Protestant ismi, arising ii
the neighbu rhicod cf the Palatinate, found arnc g the
peasant folk a beartv -and prolonged respense To a
people withi personalîty \vell develcped by the st:ucrale
of Ilf a religon01 oef freedomi appealed effectively and
found rcady acceptance. WhIere the conditions e~ life
demanded self-ýeffort, a religion of direct access to God


