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rather mild. Kilboume is elderly, fond of looking in the ^lass,

and admiring himself. Thrower, a passionate gentleman. Kearn,
a good tempered, elderly man. Poor Robbins was a brave, jovi-

al and wild* fellow, which occasioned his death. Old Commo-
dore—Capt. Lander, a very good, jovial man; was taken in the
summer, in a gnn boat, below Kingston; helms be?n used uncom-
monly ill by the States peoi)le.

'3d. A fall of snow in the morning; a fair turnout of sleighs;

papers arrived here conveying intelligence of the States army re-

tiring to Fort Erie, which is truly pleasing news. The campaign
has ended as usual, unfavorably to the United States arms; as

they are not in possessionof a foot of land in Canada. A fine

day. Heard of Major Melville's going to the lines; supposed to

bein order to effect an exchange of prisoners. The rehearsal this

evening was prevented by Brown, the sailor, sotting off* a stink pot

in the room.
Tliis day a most vigorous eitbrfc was made to make up a dancV>

in the evening, which, after many confabs with the fair, was ef
fectftd. It began with a concert, dancing was kept up till 12
o'clock, we then set oft' the fireworks in commemoration of th(»

<lay, (Guy Fawkes.) Our party not so large as we expected, ow
ing to the bad state of the weather. However, it passed off very
well—about ten or twelve ladies; and as the spell was broken,

they finding nothing dangerous in British officers, promised to at-

tend in future. Balls are therefore proposed to be giveii every

fortnight, r ; V ^i'^i^-' ' '
—. -,' - ^

Maxwell received a dangerous wouud in leaping a teW days

af;o; he is somewhat better. Attended the 12th levee; wrote and
obtained permission for Goold, Woodruff', and some othera of the

militia to come out and work at this place on parole. Major Mel-
ville has not gone to the lines as above reported; rode ojit in the

morning; dined with Popham. ; V* ^-^-'"^ ^^_ ^*^^^^« >^'" fiH'«.".

; Dull wet day. A town meeting was held at this place for the

purpose of electing a Representative for the county of Berkshire,

of which this is a part.

0th. Wet rainy weather. Wrote Major Melville, enclosing a

letter for M. Walton and Mrs. P., of Litchfield. Fine weather;

no news; Major Valette arrived from Albany and Lansingburgh.
The next action after the 25th, was the sortie from Fort Erie,

which had a most tragical termination. Our loss was very severe.

Captains Elliot and Cokeley, 103d, formerly of the Q. M. Gener-
als department, (the latter badly wounded) were taken prisoners

that day; Lieut. Murray, 100th, wounded; Lieut. Gardner, 45th,

wounded; Midshipman Hyde, leg broken. Elliott is a most dar-

ing, enterprising, and active officer. Cokeley I have not seen;


