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" This, indeed, is well, Blackrobe, that thou dost
visit us. Have mercy upon us. Thou art a Manito.
We give thee to smoke.

"The Naudowessies and Iroquois are devouring
us. Have mercy upon us.

are often sick; our children die; we are
hungry. Have mercy upon us. Hear me, O Manito,'
I give thee to smoke.

"Let the earth yield us corn; the rivers give us
fish; sickness not slay us; nor hunger so torment us.
Hear us, O Manito, we give thee to smoke."

In this rude but touching petition, wrung from the
heart of a miserable people, nothing but their
wretchedness is visible. Not the faintest trace of an
aspiration for spiritual enlightenment cheers the eye
of the philanthropist, not the- remotest conception
that through suffering we are purifed can be de-
tected.

By the side of these examples we may place the
prayers of Peru and Mexico, forms composed by the
priests, written out, committed to memory, and re-
peated at certain seasons. They are not less authen-
tic, having been collected and translated in the first
generation after the conquest. One to Viracocha
Pachacamac, was as follows:

"-O Pachacamac, thou who hast existed from the
beginning and shalt exist unto the end, powerful and
pitiful; who createdst man by saying, let man be;
who defendest us from evil and preservest our life
and health; art thou in the sky or in the earth, in
the clotds or in the depths? Hear the voice of him
who implores thee, and-grant him his petitions. Give


