British News
By Cable

The Dominion’s Latest Military
Scheme Thought to Be
Eminently Practical.

Canadian Pacific Railway About -

to Open New Offices in
London.

8t. James Gazette Rebukes
Baron Ashburton For ig-
norant Strictures,

London, Jan. 5.—(S pecial.)—
Mall Gazette says : ("(Xlauada)'s "Eel:v !E.ﬁln-
tary scheme, as outlined by Sir F. W
Borden, is in every way practical. Ié
3 ynl(-plated te produce a highly-trained
citizen’s force with behind it a second
llllil()f partially trained men.”

The C. P, R. will i
Y:‘l:t'c; on Trafalgar Yogpeb vk
‘Lord Strathcona wi "
el a 1l perform the cere~

Referring to the manifesto issued by
Baron Ashburton in waich he refers to
}'lxe Supporters of Mr. Chamberlain ag
‘unprincipled, untruthful and only half
educated,” the St. James’ Gazette says
these terms are appiied to such sera
vants of the Empire as Cockburn, agent-
general for South Au alia, and Turner,
agent-general for British Columbia, men'
Z,Vrhothave made alnume of fame in the

eat spaces of the Empire, and
a;ektermed half educutedptt;'!ocal pghr‘g
hacks.

ONE IN FOUR PERSONS.

One person in ‘every four suffers mo:
fess from itching piles, Some do not go?:
the nature of their allment, and others
have not heard of Dr. Chase’s Ointment as
the only absolute and guaaranteed care for
this distressing disease. If you are a suf-

er' ask your neighbors about this great
Preparation. It has grown popular as a re-
8ult of the news of its merits heing passed

—_— g

EASTERN ZERO WEATHER.

[Forty Below in New York State Makes
a New Local Record.

IGlenfalls, N. Y., Jan. 4.—Last night
¥as the coldest in the Adirondacks for
s118 season. The mercury stood at 23
below at Glenfalls; 24 at Lake George,
and 80 at Warrensburg,

Schenectady, N. Y., ¥6n.. 4-The
poldest weather of recent Yyears prevails
ere today. This morning the ther-
Mometer registered 22 below zero.

.

-Brunswick, Maine, Jan. 4—The ex-
Teme cold continues‘ unabated here.
Che temperature ranged about 20 de-
grees below zero during the night, and
b little warmer today. .All trains are
Tom ome to six hours’ late.

Utiea,” N. Y., Jan. 4—The weather
ntinues clear and cold, with unprece-
ently low thermometer records from
urrounding points. Boonville, on the
dge of the Adirondacks, reports 40 be-
bw last night. .

Bad Axe, Mich., Jan. 4.—T}:ree boys,

ged about 10 years, the sons of ﬁshgb:
ien, were frozen to death during last
ght_s terrible storm, being lost in the
linding - snow;

Kansss City. Jhn. -i.u-h: this part of
¢ sowiwest zest “eath -

eather prevailed
sterdivy,. tihe toldedt of the season.

.sm..;xg'ﬁeld, v J5u. d~Yesterday
vas thie coldest of the season, the ther-

ogzerer registering 10 degrees below

——
'COTTON 'REPORT SHORTAGE.

fWashingtqn, Jan. 5.—The census bu-
eau today issued a cotton report. show= .
ng that there had been ginned up to
nd inelwding Saturday, December 12th,
S48,747T eommercial ‘bales, compared
ith 9,311,835 bales up tto and includ-
g December 13th of last year. The
nsus found that 29,971 ginneries had
pen operated this season a 20.194
ISt year,

—_—
FAVORS HOME RULE.

Dublin, Jan. 4 —At g meeting of the
pitional directorate of the United Irish
PAgue tonight, a resolution was passed
avor of home rule as the only means
enabling the people to derive the
pnefits of the recent Irish land act
face of the refusal of landlords to

I' their estates except on extravagan
rms, - 5

— L
PAPER MILLS BURN. !
LAY, 1
‘Watertown, N. v.. Jan. 5.—A i
the Standard from Woorwood, S\?ec ]1?{

day sa}ﬁa: “Dhe Frost Paper Com.
oy & mill was totally destroyed by fi
day; loss, $25,000.” % e e

DDRESSED THE
LABORING MEN

ir.Wage Officer For Dominion
Gives Interesting Speech at
Nanaimo.

During the course of an interesting
ech at Nanaimo on Saturday after-
m, D. J. .O’Donoghue, fair wage offi-
for the Dominion, who is to. speak
@ this week, made 3 strong appeal
Unity among the workers, and. point-
out how unity had won shorter
prs, higher wages, better sanitary
ditions, and in every way raised the
dit of workingmen. He also opposed
strike except as a very last resort,
ause, win or lose, it is the men whe
r the brunt of the fighting, who, get
worst of it. If they lose they are
_klhstefl at once. If they win their
ition is made so disagreeabls that
y are glad to get out. Therefore, he
ored conciliation and arbitration
il the last means had been adopted

failed. He favored keeping the
t to strike, however, and advised
n never .to be wheedled into giving
this last and final method; of settling
I grievances.
He also took occasion to strongly
end lus.posi-tion as. fair wage offi-
and pointed out how absurd it was
Suppose that even if he desired to
80 he could influence congress in.
OF or against any government, and
ted out that he was in the employ-

e government purely in the inter-
of the cause, and at great personal
nvenience to himself, He elosed with:
her strong appeal for umity in, the
ks, and advised his- hearers to sink

petty differences and get in line with
AL,

general trend of the movement

ess, he pointed out, must be slow
evolutionary in ity mature, and it
not. be of advantage either to them-
ps or anybody te isolate themselves
pccount of a fancied grievance. At
next congress he hoped to see rep-
ptatives from British Columbia.

| cutting off the fuel _
| Jamd and Boundary districts,

| wriginated aiming at 'the
w@sts y: ;
wapon the mining industry of the prov-
‘ince for their support or well-being. In

Square on Saturday. v

REVIEEW OF MINING OPERATIONS FOR T

4 4 4 BY H MORTIMER LAMEB # &£ «

The past year has beed, in many re-
pects, a notable one in the history of the
miaing industry of the province. Open-
ing not altogether - amder - -umfavorable
auspices and conditions, a period of
greater productive activity and indus-
trial growth and proeperity was gener-
ally aaticipated.  These kopes, how-
ever, soon appeared to be doomed to
disappointment, for in February a strike
was declared hy the coal miners of the
Crow’s eNset collieries, resulting not
only in the suspension of coal miuing
operations im- Kast Keotenay, but by
supply of the Ross-
oo i he metal-
a it rary paralyzation of the al-
Jiferous indql;stries in those' districts. In}
Wictoria, meanwhile, a movement had
organization
on a most comprehensive scale, of inter-
directly or indirectly dependent

response to a widely-circulated “call,”
a convention, at which some three hun-
dred delegates from almost every sec-
tion of the country, and representing
mining, smeltimg, agricultural and com-
mercial constituencies, attended, was
held in the capital the last week in Feb-
ruary, & profitable, week being devoted
to di ion of and deliberation on the |

aany important issues there brought

up, and of suggestions made for the
amelioratiom of conditions considered to
be acting as a brake om the wheels of
progress. Among other matters «f

‘great import, the conveation dealt with

the difficult question of the relatiom of
capital and labor, the Fernie i

lending ' interest and point to the de-
bate. As:a practical outcome, a com-
mittee was appointed to proceed to ‘the
scene of the dispute, amthorized to en-
deavor o bring a a conciliation
bétween the coal company and it em-
ployees and arrange as far as possible
for a permanent settlement exist-
ing differences. The appointment of
this committee met .with the cordial
approvement of the provincial govern-
ment then in power, ‘who, recognizing
ithe importance of the mission, provided
from the public treasury for the expimses
of the delegation. To the lastimg honor
of the newly formed Provincial Mining
iAsso¢amtion, none-the-less te its -sur-
‘prise, .for Dominiem .governmsut inter-
vention had previously prove8 unavail-
fing, the committee’s mission ‘was com-
pletely successful. A strike, which had
already caused much loss and -suffering,
and threatened for a time to be obsti-
nately prolonged, wwas at an end, and
further, an arrangement was made ef-
fectually providing against m like re-
currence for a lemgthy period of time.
‘Although recovery from the effects of
this. strike was not immediate in the
copper-gold producing districts of the
Kootenays, a return to prosperity short-
1y eame about, which sinee has not
‘been disturbed. But it would almost
seem that a malignant fate pursued our

{ foremost industry during the first ha'f

of :¥lve year, for no sooner was trouble

STEAM SHOVEL AT WOBK

‘make

at length listened to the solicitation
of the lead miners amd lent substan-
tial @id fo that langishiug industry;
heavy rains in the riboo gave the
smialler mines an wpportunity to
up for the disabilities un-
dor which they had suffered
@arlier in the seasen and assured to
the larger undertakings a plentiful sup-
ply of water for the next year's work-
ing; the method wf treating the low-
grade siliceous @res of the Rossland
camp by a process of oil concentra:
tion was successfully introduced and ap-
plied, while experiments also gave
Promise that the large deposits of fer-
ruginous ores in this district may alse
be turned to 'profitable account by an-
other receatly introduced special pro-
cess; it has been proved beyond perad-
venture that ‘the great low-grade bodies
of ore in the Boundary are capable of
being profitably mined, the Granby
company having entered upon a divi-
dend-earning career; high-grade mines
near Greenwood having ‘been @pened,
and are already ielding profits; in the
Nelson district half a dozen mines have
become productive as agaimst oae
last year; in Ymir the same; at Cam-
borne promising free-miliing quartz
mines have become regmlarly product-
fwe; lead mines in the Siocan, long
closed, have been re-opemed and equip-

with machinery; @aid the year
closes with the outlosk ‘brighter, con-
ditious more -stable, the industry es-
tablished on a more permanent = and
business-like footing than since, per-
haps, its inception.

Produetion in 1962 shows a further
increase of approximately twenty-<five
per cent in copper, an increase in lode
igold, coal and coke, 'a small decrease
in lead and possibly, silver output, and
a not very considemibly falling-off in
the placer gold yield. In regpect to
the value and tommage of the aggregate
mineral production of the province dur-
ing the year a certain advance has
been made on last :year’s returns,

‘With these introdluctory remarks, it is
now proposed to rewiew and briefly sum-
mmarize the happenings of the year, for
the sake of comvenience and order, un-
der the headings of the districts or min-
ing divisions in which they occurred:

THE COAST.

Productive aetivity on the coast hasi

been limited almost entirely to the

metal mines of the Mount Sicker dis-|
trict, on Vancouver island, those of Tex-|
ada island, and the coal mines ou the!

east coast of Wancouver island. . qm
addition, however, shipments of ore hawe
béen made from Quatsino sound, and
also to a very limited extent from pro-
verties on the west coast of the island.
Developments at Mount Sicker have
been eminently satisfactory, the resmit
of recent work having further proved
the extent and value of the ore bodies,
while the large profits earned by
one mine has demonstrated how fa-

vorable are the opportunities in . this

locality for wise and well-directed ef-

/ores ‘economically

giving a depth on the veius of 350 feet,
which is now being driven, and which
has already passed through thirty feet
of clean ore on the main lead, euncoun-
tered the north vein at a distance in

of 150 feet, and beyond this ‘again has

entered mineralized grownd, indicating
the presence of other ore bodies, Re-
cemtly the capacity of the aerial tram-
way at the mine was doubled to ad-
mit of shipments beiag made hence-
forward at the rate of from 5000 to
6,000 tons a month. ' The Ladysmith
smelter has lbeen in more or less fcon-
tinuous operation during the year and
has .in this period treated some 50,000
tons of ore, from which was produced
4,700 tons of matte having a value of
approximately $600,000.00. ofher ex-
ceedinly promising prospect at Mount
Sicker, upon which developmeit work
has proceeded this year, is the Richard
TII. The mine has been opened up to
a depth of 500 feet by a main ehaft
from which cross-cuts have heen driven
at various levels. At the extreme depth
ore of excellent grade has been en-
countered, giving assay valwes as high
as 10 per cent Topper, 121 oz. silver,
and 1,38 gold. It is meedless to say,
however, that these retutns will mot
represent the average values of the
run of the mine. To the east of the
Richard IIL. a number of prospects are
being develope_d by a development com-
any or symdicate, recently formed in
London. On Texada island, the Van
Anda, Cornell, Marble Bay and the
Puget Sound Company’s iron mine have
been worked @iing the year upon an
extensive scale, while, in addition, de-
velopment has been in progress at sev-
eral of the smaller properties, The
Van Anda smelter is not being at pres-
ent ut the ores from these mines
being mow shigped to and treated by
ancouver istand smelters.
badly “gutted” under former ownership,
the opper Queen mine has again been
placed in a satisfactory position, a con-
siderable quantity of ore having been
exposed after -some months of careful

and eystematic .development. The show-

ing on the iCornell is also most en-
h large ore bodies having been

in recent months opened up and a con-
attained om the lead.
The Marble Bay, which hae more oOr
1 less steadily

siderable depth
3 shipped this year,
again changed ownership,

imte the 'haiuds of an
pany. Tt has been a

practically

I arranged with
view.

for mining,

‘strong reaecns

in the policy hitheriv pubsued.

After being

has’
having passed'
‘American com-i
2 ¢ source of much!
dmaxrpom_tment that as yet no determin-
©d «ffort ‘has been put forward to mine’
‘the emormous deposits of ore at Howe
sound, although preliminaries have been
that end m
The advantageouns situation -of
these ines,—the opportunity afforded
treating and marketing the
would appear to e
strong 3 against their long re-
maining inoperative, and the early fu-
‘ture should, therefore, witness a change
Near
Vancouver, at Lynn ereek, some prom-

floeded two years ago in order to ex-
tinguish a big outbreak of fire, has been
undertaken, eight electric and two large
Steam pumps being employed steadily
in the removal of the water. But so
extensive are the workings in this mine
that, it is estimated, another year's
hard and constant work will be required
before the task is completed. du a
letter, which was published recently in
the Colonist, I described at some leagth
the nature of the anthracite discovery
on iSlope No, 7, hence it is hardly neces-
sary to again go into the details. It
may be added, however, that the work
of locating this seam was commenced
a little more than a year ago, the ex-
pectation being that the coal would be
reached in:July, but through unforseen
difficulties in bering, the seam was not
‘uncovered until quite recently. Speak-
ing generally, the advance of coast min-
ing this year has beem far from disap-
pointing, and though doubtless the coal
aud coke outpat will show some falling
off, this.is more than compensated for
'by the considerable increase in gold-
copper production. Prospecting, it is
true, has, for ithe ‘time being, been prac-
‘tically abandoned on Vancouver island,
‘but the good showing made by the
Mount Sicker mines will, undoubtedly,
in due course create a larger enquiry
for islawmd mising - properties, and con-
sequently lead to further mineral ex-
ploration in ‘this and other likely lo-
calities, such, for instance, as Samn
Juan, Sidney inlet, Anderson’s lake, Al
berni cavel and Quatsino sound, at all
of which are to be found mineralized
areas ‘of -eonsiderable extent.

ATLIN, ‘0ASSIAR AND OAMINECA.

Repottts are conflicting as to  Atlin’s
1903 gold yield. By some authorities
it s wdlued at not more than $400,000,
or practically last year’s level; by oth-
ers .t is computed that during the sea-
son .no less than $430,000 in gold pas-
sed ithrough the hands of the banks
anll express companies, while to this
aray be fairly added a further sum of
oot less than $75,000 representing ithe
value of the gold recovered by the in-
#lividual miners and ‘others, and of
‘which no official cognizance was taken.
But whether production be wno uneme
®r greater than that of last year, the
unatter is of mo particular moment, as
only very partially iadicating the vastiy

fimproved condition of gold mining in |

this district. Atlin, as most peaple are
aware, is no longer a Mem Tiddler's
ground for the individual wnimer work-
ing with pan and ehevel, if it ever were.

FRASER RIVER.

‘Gold dredging has been carvied on at
oue or two Kraser river leases with
moderate success. There is, meanwhile,
being built at Lilloett a steel dredge,
after the New Zealand bucket type,
which, when completed, will be the
largest of its class in Canada, the hull
beine 100 feet long and 34-foot beam.
‘This dredge was to have been ready for
operation by November, but a delay in
the manufacture of the machinery was
occasioned in the East by a labor strike.
Gold dredging on the Fraser and else-
where in the provinee is being con-
ducted with Tbetter success as con-
ditions are now better understood and
modere methods applied to meet them,

KAMLOOPS.

At Kamloops the result of tue year's
work has served to confirm the pre-
vious high opinion entertained of the
promise and value of the Iron Mask
mine on Coal Hill. The syndicat owning
this property entered into an arrange-
meut last summer with a London com-
pany to provide additional capital re-
quired for further development, and the
establishment of euitable reduction
works and other plant to place the
mine in a position to commence and
maintain | profitable production. The
agreement ‘was conditional on a favor-
able report being made by an eugineer
engaged by the latter company. The
mine having passed the necessary tests,
contracts have already been awarded
for its thorough equipment, and the
property which lias now been developed
to a depth of B00 feet, should, in the
near future, enter a long and euccess-
fal produactive career. The only other
metalliferens mine of importance upon
which operations were carried in 1903
is the Copper King, which commenced
‘the shipment of ore to the Crofton
smelter in November. On Tranquille
creek, . tributory of the Thempson
river, a dredge was continuously oper-
ated ‘throughout the season, working
Wwith ftwo twelve-hour shifts.’ Fair re-
turne, it is said. having been realized
from the undertaking. Recently a local
¥y¥ndicate has been organized to open
up the coal measures s#djacent to the
town.

CARIBOO.

In point of production Cariboo no
longer occupies the premier position
among the alluvial gold areas of the
province, this position having been won
by Atlin, in 1902, and again sustained

It offers, however, exceptional apportu- [ by the latter this year. But Mr. Hob-

nities for enterprise comslucted ‘on a
big scale, and as a field, ‘particularly,
dependable authority, almost uxlimited.

season has been associwted "with

| son will tell
for gold-recovery by dredging methods,itmue:
its potentialities ame, ‘according o \'er}'l .
The really important work of the past!he manages is alone capable, under nor-
i thei mal conditions, of
development amnd enlangement of the
mines, and is quite iuconsidered jf pro-| aggre ;
duction aleme iis taken ms ‘the #udication ! district this year. g
Thes ‘this year was com-  there can be no doubt at all that, so

you that this humiliating
state of affairs cannot possibly con-
i that given anything like a fair
show Cariboo will not only e:

gain her lost place, but that the property
making an annual
output of gold very mearly equal to the
aggregate yield attributed to the Atlin
Be this as it may,

HE YEAR 1903.

cept at Ground Hog Basin,. Dowie
cx'gek, Carnes creek and Standard Ba-
sin,  In the latter case the ore-body,
which carries about seven per cent
copper, high silver and some gold val-
ues, has been proved to the depth of
eighty feet.

El Dorado, on the same creek, did
little beyond paying expenses this year.
‘Efforts are still beiug made on Slough
creek and Willow river to reach deep
or pre-glacial gravel. but the difficulties
from rapid inflow of water as depth
is attained are very great, and although
at Slough creek the prospects are decid-
edly encouraging, in mneither instance
has success as yet been grasped. Om
Mosquito creek, a tributary of the Wil
low, a clean-up of between ten and
tweiv¥e thousand dollars was realized
this summer after but three weeks’ pip-
Jing, and from Lafontaine and the Point
properties on Lightning creek good re-
turns are reported. In the Quesnel
division, work on the Corsolidated
JCariboo was confined to washing in
IPit No. 1, only one No. 8 hydraulie
glant, requiring 2500 miners’ inches
of water being used. In consequence
of the shortage of water the run only
lasted fifty-three days, resulting in a
clean-up of less than $50,000, by far
the emallest since mining wae com-
menced by this company in 1898. To
provide against a shortage of water in
the future, a further large outlay is
required to extend the present system,
and it is now anounced that the ¢ m-
pany will provide necessary fuais for
this purpose. Meanwhile the timely heavvy
rains in September and October, al-
though arriving too late to permit of
advantage being taken of them this sea-
son, assure an adequate water supply
for next year's working. In the Horse-
fly district little wae done in 1903, be-1 on the Duncan slope, or rather on the
yond work at the Horsefly Company’s' i Duncan river and its West Fork,
mine, where twenty men were employ- 16 installation and operation of two
ed. On Keithley creek bench drifting. ten-stamp mills at Camborne, and last, -
has been in progress; at Veith’s mine |y by no means least, the remarkably
a fair amount of gold having been re-| rioh discoveries at Poplar creek. Ef-
covered, while on Snowshoe and Goose | g+ during the year has not been di-
creeks hydraulicing has been carried on. rected towards immediate increase of
; -— output so much as to thorough devel-
opment and the equipment of property
with a view to increased efficiency and
greater economy of working, thus in-
suring in the future the maintenance
of a regular production. Hence while
shipments this year compare quite favor-
ably with previous achievements in this
regard they fail to indicate the consid-
erable advance that has been made or
demonstrate in any way the improved
position in mining in the district. The
general richness of the ores may be

THE LARDEAU.

In no'section of the province has, rela-
tively speaking, progress during the
year been more pronounced than in the
Lardeau, which is rapidly assuming &
position of very considerable promin-
ence and importance as a gold and sil-
ver producing area. It has, in 1903,
‘been the locality in which prospecting
has been most active and best product-
ive of result. Capital, too, has re-
garded this district with greater favor
than any other, and investment, beth
in the acquisition of mining pr ty
and in the equipment of developed
claims, represents a very large sum.
Among the developments of the year
may be mentioned the successful ex-
ploitation of the Lucky Boy group and
‘Ethel, .at Trout 'Lake; of the Lade,
Triune, Nettie L., and Silver Cup, at
‘Ferguson; of the Badshot on the ¥orks
of Lardo creek; and of the Beatrice,
Eva and Oyster-Criterion, at Fish river.
Other important occurrences have been
the large machinery installations at the
Silver Cup, including the erection of a
20-stamp combination mill of epecial de-
sign, the big consolidation of properties

ce—
VERNONX.

During the year some atrention nas
been re-directed to the development of
mineral claims in the Vernon district,
‘which at one time appeared to promise
well, and two or three properties on
‘Marshall mountain, and another oppo-
site Okanagan landing,, on which work
has recently been carried on, are deve_l-
‘oping most satisfactorily. - The ore is
generally free-milling and carries good
values according to assay returns. On gathered from the following particulars:
the .\Icthl group a snmll_ ex grlment:\l From the Lade group five tons of ore
stamp mill was set up in November,| were shipped to the smelter giving a
but as yet no clean-up has been made. | etury of $1,100 in free gold; the Triune
yore carries $12 to $18 in <old, about
1250 oz. silver ‘and 35 per cent lead to
the ton, ore to the value of about $140,+
000 having been already taken out; from
in this section has been conducted this February, 1900 to June, 1903, the Great
year ou a more important scale than Western mines had shipped 2,298 tons
heretofore. The Big Bend is one of the; of ore, from which the net returns were
most important of the stiil unproduc- $121,761, the average values per ton
tive mineral areas, the great obstacle being: 130z. gold, 149.6 silver and 26.7
in the way of progress being the in- per cent lead; the Silver Cup shipped
adequacy of present means of trans- from March to June, 1903, 1,027,951
port. Arranzements gare now, how- tons, which returned $87,045, the av-

REVELSTOKE MINING DIVISTION.
Prospecting and development activity

ever, being made to increase the effi- erage values being .062 gold, 172.76 oz.
ciency of the present river service. hy s'ver, and 23.9 per cent lead: the:

ising copver aud zine prespects have of progress.

IN KNOB HILL MINE PHOENIX—MGUEI} of ‘unnel hidden by loose rock.

(2

STEAM “HOVEL AT WORK IN KNOB HILL MINE, PHOENIX—Loose Rock Clearel away from mouth of tunnel.
A

or a diffienlty removed in one direction

| than it breke out in another, and no

portion of the provinee escaped this
general run of ili-luck. On “ancouver
dsland, the eoal miners first struck at
Nanaimo, them at Ladysmith, and im-
mediately afterwards at Cumberland.
At Nanaimo differences were speedily
adjusted, but s¢ Ladysmith and Cum-
berland the trouble was longer drawn
out, the miners ceasing work in May
aud not returning untii August. During
‘this period coal miuning operations were
either entirely suspended, or in the case
of the Cumberland mines, very con-
siderably eurtailed. ‘This was all the
more to be regretted as, the removal of
the United States duty on coal afford-
ed the island collieries exeeptional op-
rtunities and advantages in the San
rancisco market, of whick, thus un-
fortunately, the benefit was for a long
time lost. A strike of miners in the
Atlin_district, also in the spring, but
happily of brief duration, coupiea with
a water shortage, from which all the
placer mining regions suffered, restriet-
ed to some extent operations there. TIn
Cariboo unfavorable weather conditions,
admitting hut »n inadequate accumul
tion of ‘water in the natural and arti-
Kicial reservoirs prevailed and the big
hydraulic mines in cousequence ma-le
this year an altogether unsatisfactory
and ineflicient record. In the s'lver-load
distriets, the quite unprecedented low
prices of " these metals early.in the
year on the top of condifions of trans-
portation and marketing, which, since
the closing of the -American market to
our product, would, at the best of timrs,
be arduous in the extreme, resuited in
the dwindling down cf produetion to the
point of insignificance. In fine, it is
impossible to conccive of a state of af-
fairs more decided!y depressing and nri-
ersally bad than that which deseribes
the eitnation of the industry for the
first six months of the year. Suddeny,
almost simultareously, the clouds broke,

jthe industrial horizen cleared; the very

' suddenness of the change from the in-
tense gloom that had preceded it, ad-
ding increased brilliancy to the improv-
ed prospect.. As before. nn week pas-

fort. During the year the Ienora mine
has been operated in the interests of
the ereditors, the position of the mine
having been considerably improved,
while a large quantity of ore. of puy-
able grade has been shipped to the
Crofton smelter. The extent of de-
velopment at the Tyee may be gathered
from the fact that unlerground at the
mine there are now about two mies
of workings, the continnity of the vein
at depth having been finally and con-

during the year, been developed to a
while at (3ribble island
opened up to
produetion is:
shortly to ‘esmmence, arrang ements haw
ing been made for the treat ment of the

iimited extent,
a copper mine has been
snch good purpose tthat

ore at the Ladysmith smel ‘er.

the exception of the wecent Joeatiom of!
‘the seam of amthracite coal at Cumber-
i Jparticular;
moment to record anent the Vaneouwer!
in 1908.

land, tbere is wmothing of

island coal mining industry

B i Mastoneionall - TRSch St asmi

BORING MACHINE. LAFONTAINE, - Lightning Creek.

companies, amd all
from next year .anward.

stalled an eleetrict pdant «mpable -of ¢p
has already been bwilt.

eants per ecubfe yand.

&till carried on at Spruee creek, though
operations both here and on Boulder
hae chiefly taken the form eof deep
level and drift mining, the old chann&
having this season been estruek om hoth
creeks, yielding very fair pay. Quartz
prospects in
development this year on the Yellow
Jacket, where a_ten-stamp mill was in-
stalled, on the Beavis and on the Im-
perial group have give cheering -~esnlt..
On Taku arm also a very promiging
silver mnd copper prospect has been
locdted, and an excellent showins of
gold-copper ore has been expoged on
the Lavadiere group to the south of
Atlin lake. Altogether, as lias been
stated, the outlook in Atlin is excellent,
It is no lemger the “boom” camp of a
few yéars ago, but has Lecome a valu-
able permanent addition to British Col-
umbia’s rapidly extending productive
mineral areas.

In Caesiar, the Thibert Creek Com-
pany’s hydraulic venture alone at nres-

§ ent ropresents serious mining operaticus,
“ut the success which is beginning to

erown its efforts should have the effect
ere long of indueing others to enzage in
minine in this erstwhile rich gold re-
giom. During 1808, the Thibert Creek
‘Company, ' although suffering from a
shortage of water, which seriously lim-
ited the working eeason, recovered five
times the amount of geld than in 1902,

‘thus ‘making a very satisfactory profit

on the year’s working. In addition to
the gold contained in the gravels of this

pleted the equipment commeneef in 1900 f£
of the mines of the McKee, #¥rch and dertakings are concerned,
Boulder, Sumrise and Dweks ‘hydraulic' seasons have been particularly unlucky,
these undertakings|that of 1903 heing the worst on recerd.
should, providing fhe -weter wrpply i8! To begin with, the snowfall was rela-
normal, be im a position %0 earn profits j tively light—but 110 inches—and then
Next seacon | cam
will also see the inauguration of dredg-!frosty nights. So
ing endeavor, one eompary hawng in-

erating five lange dnedges, one of which

i

{

Atlin~ also promise well,

sudden thaws,
that instead of the
{ snow. going off with a rush and filling
Ithe reservoirs it came away slowly and
much lost by

water was evaporation.

The ﬂuﬂferous,llf. therefore, the value of the oold . n-
jarea with which dredging saay be 20a-| duced this year exceeds $358%000-
ducted profitably is wery extensive, val-
{ mes being most evenly distributed, while
gravel can be made to pay therve thav-
mz a value of anmything ever twemty
Besides the
hmdraulic undertakings, creek mining ‘s

—at the

’-'beginning of Septeanber the Ggold Com-

missioner estimated the output at $300,-
000—the showing in the circumstapces
will be by no means discreditable, ~Op-
erations in the neizhborhood of Barker-

ville were conducted during the season |

on ‘Grouse and China creeke, tributaries,and in

i eoneentrated in the

i ‘At French creek a winter camp has been

The Waverley Hy-| estabiisbed, the old channel having been
U —

of Antler, on Cunningham, Willirms and
Slough creeks. on Willow river, and
Lightning creek.

ar as the big Cariboo hydraulic un-; building a tramway at Death and Priest
the past two

followed vy |

Beatrice ore, at Camborne. contains $8.
in gold, 150 to 280 oz. silver and 22
per cent lead; on the Ojyster-Criterion
one vein carries average gold values of
$10, in addition to silver contents, the
pay chute assays up to $90 in gold, and
‘another vein carries average value® of
$20; on the Eva the average values
‘'vary from $6 to $30. The last of these
mentioned properties being free-milling,
the values as quoted, of course, leave a
wvery large margin for profitable treat-
ment, Poplar creek, though known to
‘be mineral-bearing so long ago as 1898,
‘attracted but little notice until the sum-
mer of 1903, when the discovery of free-
gold quartz of extraordinary value was
made public towards the end of June.
A rush to locate claims followed, and
‘though, naturally as yet the result of
the scant amount of development work
Aattempted has failed to condlusively

navigating a
far as Canoe
establish communica-
tion for the entire distance thence to
levelstoke. Should this plan be ecar-
ried out it will enable shipment to be
; made from several properties, as well
| as affording the owners of the Mica
| claims at Tete Jaune Cache the oppor-
| tunity of marketing their product, the
| 'commniercial value of which has already
{been asecertained. The mica properties
{in the Big Bend, on which develop-
j ment work has been doue this year, also
| promise well, the gua.ity being excei-
! lent. Under existing conditions the
j outlook in this district is more favor-
able to alluvial mining than to quartz,
consequence effort is largely
former direction.

jl{;vmls on the Columbia,
| steamer from there as
! river, and thus

LAST HOUR'S RUN AT BULLION, 1903

draulie Company. on Grouse creek,
were enabled to make a small profit

this year, the clean-up from eight
weeks’ piping realizing between £4.000

demoustrate the permanenc: either in re-
‘spect to extent or value of the oceur-
rences, the indications are so promising
as to afford every excuse for allowing a
corsiderably value to the importance of
the discoveries. The principal claims are
‘the Spyglass, Gold Park group, Gold-
hill and Goldsmith and Lucky Jack
group, the two latter properties hav-
ing been acquired by Mr. W. Pool on
behalf of the Great Northern Mines,
Limited, under whose auspices they are
being developed and adequately equip-
ped with machinery. Omne small ship-
ment of ore was made to the Trail
smelter by the owners of the Gold Park,
while other claim owners are prepari.e
to market their ores, but at the time of
writing no returns have been received.
AINSWORTH.

In this district but few properties were

operated in 1903. On the Highland,

= owever, development has- been ener-
. getically carried on under lease, with a
working force of about 50 men. The
mnine has been this year the largest
tead-producing property in t'he province,
17 e S pi vi o N irlv -! r
here Im’nto‘d. and a cousiderable quan- 5[31:1;1?152(1}1;; r;ieb;;?e fg;‘:"'iog)'efgll.\aslgl
tit~ of gold recovered therefrom (]‘”S‘momh.

season.  On McCullough creek, a com- |,
pany; formed in the fail of 1902. has

THE SLOCAN.

Fatags

e AT

sed, but it chronicled bad news, now
no intelligence was reeeived whose pur-
port was not gratifying or encourag-
ing. 'The tonnage output from the cop-
per-gold districts began to increasg and
assume large proportions, mines on
which operations had been long sus-
pended eame to be ‘again worked, as
meta'lurgiea] improvements and pro-
wressa enabled smelting rates and there-
by procduction costs to be lowered; rich 3 g
and most promising new discoveries of ! tionally high values have been obtaine:l
gold quartz ‘were discovered in Peplar '‘by assay tests. Of recent work, rcff?l“
creek; the Dominion government had ence may be made to the eruss-cut,

2 i installed a hydraulic plant and succeed- |'
and $5,000, and a satisfactory clean-up ed in obtaining a first return. It is| ‘Output from the Slocan is represented’
is also reported to have been made proposed to further equip the mine in|by about 14,000 tons of galena and
by the China Creek Hydraulic Com- the spring. On Camp creek it is be-!2000 tons of zine ores—a wretched
pany, permittine the payment of a| Jjeved that tle ancient river channel:enough showing surely when compared
dividend. At ‘Cunningham creek the| has at length heen located, and a local; with previous accompushment undsr
mine hgs been well equipped and de-| Revelstoke syndicate was recently form- | Yeasonably mormal conditions. Litiga-
veloped this year, aithough actual wash-| ed to mine the property. Hydraulic- | tion, in which four of the principal
ing was not staited until late in August.| in~ has been in steady progress at the | Mines were involved, the low price of
The (Cariboo Go!d Fields. -Limited, on| mouth of Smith creek, from which a;metals, the high costs of marketing the
Williams creek, employed a force of satisfactory season’s gold - recovery is | broduct with the state of affairs now
twenty men during the season, but the reported. = Little has been done “this I'existing, have all contributed to the
resujts achieved so far by this con-| year in quartz mining development ex-| poorness of this result. Although many
cern have been exceedingly poor. Thelpoorness of thie result. Although many - (Continued on Page 6.)

ereek. oemiridium is known to occer,
] .. 'and it is hoped that next year it will
With the exception of the deplorable g, noccible to introduce special ap-
suspension of ¢hippi g operations during | pliance for the saving of this valuable
the period of the strike in the spring, ! metal. Reports from Omineca this
production has been steadily maintained | year are disappointing, in the case of
by all three co'lieries, while at Nanaimo | gne of the most important undertakingn,
much develonment work has been iu fthe fafling of surplies preventing any-
progress, and important additions made ' thine like a full advantage being taken
to the colliery equipment. At the €o-:of the working season. The produc-
mox mines, in addition to the wsual tion from the district this =eason will
cogl mining operations, the work of be. fu gomsequence, relatively insignifi-
oumping out awd repairing No, 4 mine, caut,

r. O’Donoghue was listened to
pghout his ene and a half hours’
with the -elosest attention, broken
applawse at many points jin his
rks. As he sat down he was ap-
Hed vigorously by the entire audi-

clusively demonstrated. Attention has
been mainly’ directed to the develop-
ment of the south ore-body, but a par-
ellel "Jead to the mnorth has also been

opened up by eross-cut t‘uunel_s at var-
jous intervals. From this vein, which
is about four feet wide, some excep-

nkey Brard Soap magss copper liks
tin like silver, crockesy like mavbley
indows 't crystal,

e e T




