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CHAPTER XIV.

MRS. LANGTON DEVISES A SUBTLE PLOT,
WHICH MEETS THE APPROBATION OF
BARNARD HAYES, AND OPERATIONS
. ARE BEGUN TO .CARRY IT OUT,

Mrs. Langtoa rose from her own seat, |
and went and sat down beside her.

“Give me your confidenco, Ellen,” she
said, in the same kind tone, “I'ell me
exactly how you feel, and all 'you think
or fear. I will do everythmg 1 possibly
can.for you ; and, as I know you have no
friends to whom you can go should you
become too weak for ‘work, be assured of
this, that I shall not nllow you to go out
of the L hold. Nay, if ry, I
myself or Miss Annnbel will nurse you.
Only tell me your true state, as you feel

o

Ellen raised her hands to her faco and
burst into tears. This unexpected kind-
ness filled her with gratitude, and ove
came her with emotion. It also diss
pated the great fear which had made her
80 reserved ; and now, inthe fulness ot
her thanful heart, she was ready to speak
freely.

“Oh, Mrs. Langton, I am iil!" she ex-
claimed. “I spoke on]v what I believed
yon vight t6 Richard, nn\[ am worse
than I was then.”

“And’ you never tol’. me.
epoken to any one ¥

“To no one,” replied Ellen.  “I dread-
ed being sent away, for { had nowhere to {
go ; and, oh, words cannot esprods my |
thanks for your promise to keep me here. !
I will work on as long as ever L:uu able, |
and I hope—oh, I do hope—«I shall not
be long a trouble after: that.”

“\I, poor girl, you are surely uu\‘{fx 8|
mistake as to your cond
not be so ill
you are cherishing is, 1 Lope, grouud- |
less.” |

“No, ma'am. Oh, no, I am not mis- |
taken ; I am inevitably dvingz. I have
long ki own it, and am quite resigned to

-it, What terriied me was being sent
among strangers ; but since you ve ! M
that fear, I am happy and col uten | )

“Content to die, Lllen ?" said her mis-
tress, with a look of wonder.

“Quite content,” murmured
“Life has not much attraction for
have but one brother, and as
ma'am, he has given me 011!\
have none to mourn nm me, an
makes ‘death less b,t

Murs Lan"mu

1
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