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“Flowersof the
Valley,”

OR :

. MABEL HOWARD,

"OF THE LYRIC.

CHAPTER VIIL
AN HISTORIC QUARREL.
*  The squire listened with & dark, re-
‘ pelling frown.while the signor beat
Aime with the white forefinger of his
left hand upon the soft palm of his
right. :

“Exquisite! Charming! Beautiful!”
he murmured. “Ah, my friend,” and he
turned with a grinito Godfrey Knigh-
ton, “does it not remind you of her
sairited ‘mother?” " :

Godfrey. Knighton’s face went white,
and his eyes seéemed to emit a furious
fire of rage and defiance, thenm, as if
controlling himself with an effort, he
said: - -

“Iris; your: voice sounds as it you
were tired also. Do not sing again.”

The candles were -brought and the
gignor, after bending over Iris’s hand
with an elaborate courtesy, took him-
gelf oft to that rest which belongs by
right to the good and the virtuous.

Two hours . afterward, however,
when all was still in the great house,
the signor, in his shabby,. seedy velvet
coat, and wearing ‘his: thick list slip-
pers, might have been seen creeping
foiselessly and cautiously aown the
principal stair-case.

Step by step he descended until he
reached the hall

Round him, in their heavy and time-

ptained frames, glowered the dead and

@one Knightons, and they seemed to
Yook down threateningly at that creep-
ing, gliding.foreigner, with his pale,
cunning face and black, treacherous
eyes,

The signor raised the dark lantern
ahove his head and looked round him
cautionsly, and stood listening with
his head on one side.

There was not a sound to be heard

save that of the tall clock in the angle-

of the stairs, slowly and mechanically
ticking out the hours, and the signor,
making his way to the library door,
opened it with his skeleton key and
passed dn.

ol

Setting the lantern on the . tabl
with its light fall upon the safe,
stood before it and regarded it
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tully, while he chose s key that he}y

thought would fit it.

““Bul though an old # was a trust-|

worthy safe, and it laughed the sig-
nor’s delicate manipulation to seorn.
Key after key, pick after pick, he tried

in vain, and at last, reluctantly, and ]

with the sweat standing fn beads on

his white forehead, he had to admit
‘himself beaten.

“Peste!” he exclaimed, “what is to
be done? I must, I will see what is in-
side you, my friend, and yet you. will
not open. You oyster! What is to‘be
done? Where doés he keep the. key?
On that bunch I saw him take out of
his pocket! Humph! ¥11 chance it."He
ought to sleep well after the wine he
took to-night. I'll chance it!”

Having arrived -at this resolution,
the signor stole- out of the room and
up the stairs again. f

With stealthy tread he reached God-
frey KEnighton’s door, and there paus-
ed and listened.

Still no sound broke the silence of
the great house but the ticking of the
old clock, and cautiously-and carefully
the signor opened the door and stole
in. For & moment he stood on the
Persian mat within the threshold of
the room, listening, for to the bravest
there is something awe-inspiring in
sleep. which is but the counterfeit of
Death, and the signor was anything
but the bravest. : ;

_A  mimute—two, perhaps—might

have passed before he gained courage
to advance; then, with a muitered
malediction at his nervousness, he
crept on tiptoe to the dresging-table,
and, his beadlfke eyes resting on a
bunch of keys, he pounced on-it and
noiselessly stole out again.

CHAPTER IX. |

THE LAST OF GODFRE¥ KENIGH-
TON.

Ricardo wunlocked the safe, and
stood regarding the contents for a me-
menti with greedy, curious eyes. Oné
by ome he took the papers:from their
shelves and drawers, carefully noting
how they wer¢ placed that He might
re-arrange them in the order in which
he found them, and seating himself at
the table,~commenced examing’ them.

There were leases, title deds, insur-
ance policies; then, in & parcel by
themselves, came' stock and, share
certificates. Ricardo’s mouth watered
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a scrap, for our friend the young lord. |

Exactly as I thought. But it is best to
make syre, Baptiste; a good business
man always pakes sure. Now I know
what you are going to do’ with your
wealth, my good friend, T-will put
back this interesting little sheepskin
until a more convenient opportunity.

The battle of Navarino, ‘imy which:
combined British, French, and Russian
fleets, under Sir Edward -Codrington,
destroyed a Turkish and Egyptian flest
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.viding myself with a key like my dear
Godtrey’s." F o ey
With exquisite delicacy he moulded

a piece of wax; and took an-impres- dependence. But in itself it cannot be|

sion of the keys, replaced ‘the will,
and, locking the safe, carefully setting
the articles on the table and the chairs
as he had found them when he had en-
tered, left the room. :

v Cautiously ascending the stairs, he
entered the squire’s chamber, and,
stealing on tiptoe, laid the keys upon
the dressing table in. the spot from
which be head- taken them:. Then he
paused & moment, listening, ‘and
glancing round the room. There was a
'small iron box let into.the wall beside
the bed, and Ricardo gazed at it long-
ingly. ‘He had not heard of the Knigh-
ton diamonds,  ‘which® were famous
ones, but he knew that there must be
family.jewels, and that Iris must pos-
sess some, as her own property, of
great value.

“They are in that Qlttlo box,” he
murmured; almost plaintively. “I must
have one small look—just one!”

Taking the keys again, he approach-
ed the bed and stole a glance at-the
‘sleeping squire. It was only a glance,
for cven.in sleep Godfrey Knighton
inspired fear, and with a little click of
his teeth the signer turned from the
‘bed, and, quietly fitting the key in the
lock, opened the iron box.

His guess had been perfectly cor-
ract.. There, in -their morocco cases
were the Knighton jewels, and~€§ he
took them up and held them in /the
light of the lantern, his swarthy face
flushed and ‘paled, and his breath
came fast.

“Peste!” he muttered. “Some men
would be content with these. But no,
not you, Baptiste; you are not a fool!
Not quité! Wait a while; and you shall
have money enough to buy twice these
banbles, rich as they are!"

But it was with a slow and painful
reluctance that he put the cases back
in their place; so slow and reluctant-
1y, indeed, that he seemed to forget
where he was and the danger of the
sleeping man awaking.

Suddenly,.as he stook with his
gleaming teeth clinched, his eyes fixed
on the cases, there shot a ‘streak of
light full upon the box. It was only &
beam from the young moon emerging
from a cloud, but Ricardo’s eyes were
strained to their utmost, and the case
he held in his hand fell to the ground
with & 'sbarp little crash.

In an instant he dropped on to his
hamds and-knees, and commenced to
crawl toward the door, every limb
seeming to turn to an ear in his acute
sttention. The sound must awake the
squire, he would find the bﬂx\o:on-—-
Ricardo would be discovered, all would
be losi, all his nice little plans for
securing & magnificent fortune would
“mmm o> v . . Ay, ¥ -
~ He waited a second, his heart-beat-

gaged until the recent war.” Furtber,
it had the credit of contributing large-
ly to the establishment of Greek in-

described as a great naval battle, ss
the Turkish and Egyptian:fieets awere
wholly outclassed and destroyed ‘in:
the course of a few hours..- Nor was
the victory received with ungpalified’
satisfaction at home. Indeed, it was|
described as an “untoward . event;

and was regarded as playing into the
hands of Russia by paving the way for
the attainment of . her  long-standing
ambition, the possession of Conastanti-
nople. Moreover,. war had not been

! declared by the Powers against Tur-,

key. The engagement, however, was
forced upon Codrington by -the viola~
tion on the part of the Turks of their
@agreement that their fleet should -re-
main in the bay of Navarino pending
the arrangement of ' the -affairs eof
Greece. Codrington then acted - with
decision, as was to have been expectH-
ed of one of “Nelson’s captains,” who
had been actively engaged . jn. ihe
events of the great war with .Franee
gince 1794, when he served om Tord
Howes' flagship on “the glorious First
of June.” - Nevertheless; the’ : mixed
feelings with which his expleit was re-
garded by the.  British . Government
prevented- any substantial recognifion
being made of his services on the oc-
casion. The remgnder of his life was
uneventful, From 1832 to 1840:-fte.re-
presented Devonport in..Parliament;
in 1837 he became admiral; and‘Zrof
1839 to 1842 he commanded at ‘Ports-
mouth. He died in 1851, in the sev-
enty-second year of his age, still Sir
Edward. 5 2 g
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decorates the sleeves.

3 ee-guarter length whits
- coats of wool are trimmed with ¢
brown fur or black velvet.
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