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THE MINERALS OF NEW
BRUNSWICK

Dr. R. W. Ells of the Dominion Geo-
\egical Survey embodies the resuit of
consiGerable study and exploration in
this province in an interesting and in-
fornmslive pamphlet on *“The Geological
and Mineral Resources of New Bruns-
wiek,” recently issued by the Depart-
ment of Mines. Dealing with his sub-
Jject In exhaustive detail, Dr. Bils takes
ip Separately each mineral discovered
in New Brunswick and the practical
outcome and possibilities of the various
attempts at mining.: And his conclu-
sions are not so comforting as the
hopeful predictions set forth by less
scientific but more optimistic, and per-
haps more interested, students of the
same subject. .

Up to date, he points out, actually
profitable mining has been confined to
the non-nietallic minerals comprising
the coal, gypsum, building-stone, shale
deposits, clay, etc. In most cases he
‘believes that these industries can be
largely developed under proper attem-
tion to business requirements, and
worked at a profit. As to the ore-de—
posits proper Me has but dittle to say
in their favor. Large sums of money
have been spent in futile attempts to
develop certain of these, muech of which
it is only fair to say might have been
avoided and a proper .examination of
the territory by competent and disin-
terested persons been made. Of these
large expendituires it Is safe to say
that only a very small proportion‘hax

{ retributive
' Justice,

‘that General Booth is To be permitted
to condnet a Canadian jall mccording
methods with which

to the reclamation m
his mei’ui‘-%duea; e ;
But clearly there Is rdf:u ‘for much
gr. Trant, at the outset of his arti-
cle, points out that the Progress of re-
form in the treatment of criminaly is
Still hampered by the old 1deas of the
fourfold object of punishment, namely,
punishment, satisaction of
‘exampis or warning to society,
and reformation of the criminal. Re-
tributive pynishment 15, after all, but
anothes néime for vengeance. Satisfac-
tion to justice is found, uponmly'l_&
‘t0 amount to the same thing. As
the forde or example of warning, Mr.
Trant argues from the abolition long
ago of' gibbeting, publie exeécutions, and
even: the piliory and Stocks, that it
cannot be coritended that- the display
of punishment has ever hia# a bensh-
claleffect. It may be here noted that
Mr. Trant does not touch at all. upon
the question- of capital punishment,
confining himself to the discussion of
prison methods, suspended -senterices
and kindred matters. Condensing into
a sentence the introductory portion of
the article, which shows througfiout a
great grasp of the whole subject, it
may be said that he disposes of the
first three of the above-mentioned
four objects of punishment, and leaves'
only the fourth, the reformation of the
culprit, Punighment, he Says ‘with
truth, should reform, not ruin. - Refor-
mation is the best deterrent. As 81
Robert .Anderson, late assistant com-
missioner of the Metropolitan Police of
London, and a high authority on these
matters, has written, “the punishment-
of-crime system is giving way,” and
further, “I denounce it as both false
and mischievous.” These are ‘weighty
words, coming from such an authority.
The most wvaluable portion of Mr.
Trant’s article, which is valiable
throughout, is that in which he deals
with the question of the treatment of
juvenile offenders. No ehild ought ever
to see the inside of'a Jail; Mr. Trant

Tas 1t erises=
préesent  government ‘has an “wncanny
faculty of doing—and continues to hola
the popular imagination with its plans
for the future, what 18 a hapless oppo-

|sition to do? ‘It milght, of courge, take

the ‘wrong side "of’a large national
question just for the sake of getting
interested, but It is not likely to do so,
and if it takes the right side, it gen-
erally findy the government there al-
Teady—or wery soom.  And Canadn’s
affairs are at the best but entarged
munieipal affairs—madatters of  high-
ways and byways, of les and taxes—
and these are cllectéd thdirectly so
that the peopls do not motice a -per-
Sonal drain. ; .
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8 jof-the best argument for
adian assoclation with Im-

perial polities, for edme such measurs |
of Inmperial: federation a¥ will lft the |

Canadlan “slector out ‘of his  petty
parochial = round; give - him larger
things to thiwk about than the pozu-

lations of a minor -departmental offi-§
cial, or: the scandalous whispers re- ;
garding “a. pqlltie!.,n_'_q_ character; bring

him inte touch with world ‘politics and
blans, demanding. far vision of the
future ‘allminvohht responsibilities
international. in théir scope ‘and:eon-
taining possibilities of growth or .de-
cay, peace or war, vital to his per-
sonal welfars ”

FOR BETTER ACQUAINTANCE

Commenting on Premier McBride's
reported intention to invite the other
provincial premiers to visit British
Columbia and ‘consider at first hand
its claim for ‘petter terms,” The Vic-
toria Colonist ‘ma%es the admirable
suggestion that the sevaral premiers
should, ‘of their own motion, join in
a transcontinental tour, to teach and to
learn. “Lat it be begun at Sydney,
Cape Breton, and ended at Dawson,”
5ays The Colonist. “‘Let each province
bear the expense of the party while
within its borders and the Dominion
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1HE CENTRAL INQUIRY

“The Central Railway im{uirg 8.
drawi 19 & very iat, stale and un-
vmnugb‘lo Close—that is, for its ‘origi-
nators and its conductors.. Decidedly
it has not come up to advertisement.
Not only have the promised sehsations
falled to materialize but even ordin-
ary news interest ‘has been lacking
thuoughout the most of.the proceed-
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ichi: has ‘tirough-So many
changes; but for him ‘none of these
hystérical political’ accusations  of of-
fenses which, i actually committed,
sh u]ﬂhavebe;nthe subject of crim-
inal aetion rather than of Political con-
lroversy, ‘No, it ‘Has been Mr.
FPcivell's: fauk.  He Had purpose
and the gpersonal eapadity. but’-the
facts Were too strong for even his alert
and hone too scrupulous. wit’ to twist
into ‘evidence In support of the cam-
paign by which Mr. Hagen and his
men ' have endeavqned- "6 injure . and
weaken a man wiho, both in the prov-
inclal ‘and ‘fedéral feld; has always
proved himself too strong  for them.
One by one the pests of suspicion and
Inslhuation ‘upon which he'has builded
his House of scandal ave besn knock-
ed ‘away by evidence postponed as long
as “was possibhile, longer than was de-
cent, and then reluctantly admitted,
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od, the third -and penultimate instal-
‘ment ‘is fncluded for two more battle-
ships - one Invincible <cruiser; the
second instalment for three battleships

and a Crulsér, ‘and the first instalment’

for three battleships and another crui-
ser, making instalments for thirteen
“capital” ships, in adition to six fast
protected-deck crulsers, one gunboat,
and other craft. Britain, so far, has
only provided for fourteen “capital”
ships, so thait, “with the United States
building : four, ‘and including four in
‘the.new estimates, the British admir-
ity know what they. have to Provide
for to malntaiu the two-power stand-
ard. There areother Jtems in the,Ger-

4 Toam '\\'-Ot“~w;h!c«h.v][.}"§:qn'{m wmn er-

‘action in fthe British Estimates ‘hext

I'vear. The Russias bi ¢

.{-also pu:xlmhed, and “the dotal is ap-
1;

@t for 1909 is

proaching - ten millfons. #terling, the

tas- doresse. being £130,000. This includes

the 'suin for the completion of vessels
already begun and ‘small craft. The
new destroyers . are 'to cost £ 108,000

“each, and the designated speed has

been increased from. 25 to 30 kmots;
£30,000 is provided for three sub.
marines. ' The programme for tho

{ building of & new fieet is independent,

and negotiations with shipbuilders are
Still in.progress. The fiew constitu-
tional party {n ;Turkey is evolving a
new maval constrietion scheme of con-
Siderable scope, which will rank with
that of Spain, Argentina and China.
The Minister of Marine of the French
navy is also evolving a large pro-
Bramme; but the scheme, while sig-
nificant, is not yet within the range
of practical politics, so far as two-
power standards are concerned. What
is of importance is that all powers are
increasing their maval expenditure,
some of them in an almost alarming
degree. And to what end?

THE CIRCULAR PROCESS OF
CiViIC REFORM
That the Common Council should in-

balks -at comprehension of tHe signific~
ance of yesterday's terrible news from
stricken Sicily and Calabria—a hundred
thousand men and ' women and chil-
dren' érushed and ground  into ~red
waste, cities engulfed, whole provinces
laid in ruins' and seeds sown of inevit-
able pestilence amd starvation which
may reap. more lives sventually than
the earthquake itself. It is all on too
big a scale to be sympathetioally re-
alized by us well-fed, carefully guarded
folk. In recorded history there has
probably been no natural disaster ex-
ceeding this in-its extent and ferocity
of its ‘destruction. Two or three, not-
ably one at Yeddo, Japan, in 1708, and
one at Pekin in 1731, are credited with
larger death lists, but the récords are
‘ot well -authenticated. At ~a&ny rate
this earthquake holds the grim record
for well on to 200 years.

The scene of this tremendous catas-
trophe was in Calabria, the toe of the
50 called “boot™ of Italy, and tho Island
of. 8icily, separated therofrom by the
narrow Straits of Messina. <This local-
ity has been for centuries a danger
centre for volcanic disturbances. Cala-
bria alone has suffered 30 destrictive
quakes during the past 300 years, in
addition to innumerable minor disturb-
ances, Stromboli and Etna are the two
volcanoes of Sicily whose activities are
most feared, for they are in the imme-
diate vicinity of Calabria. Most of the
surrounding islands are of volcanit ori-
gin; and a quake anywhere here affects
the entire district.

It was only g little over a year ago,
Oct. 24, 1967, to be exact, that the last
destructive quake ocourred. This, teo,
was in Siclly and Calabria and wrecked
several towns, destroyed churches in
many more and was attended by loss
of life that, like all these disasters, can
only be estimated, anf jt is believed
that the estimates as' a rule fall far
short of the facts. In the quake of Oct.
24, 1907, in the commuyne of Ferrazzano

alone, 100 lives were lost, and in scores
of towns many were killed by falling
was

bufldings. The total death list
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. For t”ﬁm ws’are deeé‘
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Bringing you myrch and “Arabtan
gums,
Wind where ' he. passes is delicate
: sweet. . . . 2 ey
Mother has only a kiss for your Teet!

¢  Dream; baby, dream,
¥or the star 15 agleam. . .
Baltazar kneels by the manger &nd
sings, ;
Burning white frankincense, rings o¥en
rings, ¥
have ' brought - tremsurs from
Anountain’ and marg, ", S
T has"nothihg to ' giva but Hen
heart! 2
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“When the white irfs folds ‘the drows
ing bee,’ iy
When the firbt cricket wakes ”
The falry hosts of his enchanted
brakes, y p
‘When the dark moth has sought the
lilac tree "
And the young stars, like jasmlng} of
the skies, y
Are opening on the Lord,
there lieg 5B
Dew on Thy rose. and dream. Fupon
inine eyes, . -

silence,

i R
Lovely the day, when life is robed in
splendor, 87
Walking the ways of God and strong
with wine. ; 1 ;
But pale eve is wonderful and tender
And night is more divine, 7
Fold my faint olives from their shim-
mering plain, - ; E
O: shadow Of sweet darkness fringed
with rain i s
Give me tonight again,

Give me today

no more, I havs be«
thought me ° ;

REXTON.

#ﬂ‘o}{ Dec 26.—The = dead
Walter Warreny took place
bome in" Begt Braneh on- Friday
« 8 lingering “filness of Gancer,
& Wairen wag Miss Méargaret Mcl
of Pinlay Melntosh of
wsltiver, Buotouche., She iy Burvivg
her husband and five children.
FM ‘was 47 yedrs of age, T
neéral was held on Sunday afte
her home to the eemetery at
%:h, where intermeng took @
s Nellie Clark, teacher of
_‘music at Mount Allison Ledies*
v 1ege, returned home on Tuesda:
. the holidays with her pa
Mr. and Mrs, George N. Clark.
Miss Tinz Freser yetusned ho
‘Tuesday from Maeilrose, where she
“heen teaching.
., Milss Sadie Forster peturned on
‘8a¥ from Brownsville, Kings co
, Where she has been engaged at td
“Ing. :

Miss Lou Abbott returmed hom

«Aesday from Mount Allison
College.

' Miss Jessis Terguson returned |
on Friday fron Sackville, wherd
was @tiending college.

o' Wiwe Mary Melean returhed ho
saturday from Charlo, Restigo

goounty, where she had been teach

Wilfred McLean returned on Sa
~day foom P.!verstde, Albert county
spend the holidays with hig aunts,

Misges McLean of Jardineville

Miss Maude Smallwood of Hare
hm Mrs. Egbert Atkinson.
Mr, ‘and Mrs. James T, Girvan

West Galloway left on Wednesday
vight friends in Westville and Stel

«t0n, N, 8.

Douglas Girvan returned home

Wednesday from Chipman, Quens

Silence is more than laughter, igep

than tears.
goes farther, and says that no child

ought .to see, the inside of a police
gcourt. He speaks of Judge Lindsay’s
Jjuvenile court in Denver, which: is held
privately, in a parlor, and Has in con-

to spend Christmas at his home!
2 . PR _West Galloway.
like a lover faithtully l\:ath P M. J. do Olloqui of Rogers

sought me Y g is ®pending Christmas gt her ho
Down the enduring years. hera.

Where stray the first white tatlinﬁéﬁot i

estimated at the time to. be 700. The
last great disaster before 1907 ‘was ‘on
Sept. 8, 1905, when Vesuvius, Stromholi
and Etna erupted in unison, creating
seismographic disturbances felt in al-

been returned to the investors.

In the cepper indpstry he points out
that al]l attempts at mining have been
disastrous, owing principally to the
small amount of the mineral iteelf in

pay the bills for the Yukon, For such
an occasion let politics be laid aside,
and let the premiers address public
gatherings upon Canada as a ‘whole,

until the whole structure is tumbling
about his ears.

The people in general will be
the nasty business is over
the result.

dulge in an annual period of penitence
betrays on the part of the respective
and successive memberg of that insti-
tution a keen appreciation of human

Sleep

glad
and glad of
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all the occurrences as yet known, and
te the broken nature of the deposits,
since although there have been a num-
ber of occurrences of good ore, in no
case have these been sufficiently ex-
tensive to make profitable returns on
investment. The silver and galena. ores
are too poor in silver to render its ex-
traction profitable, especially in view
of the smaill size of the lead veins. The
anganese ores were for some years
worked profitably owing to the finding
of large pockety masses of excellent
quality, but of these the largest de-
posits ‘and those of the highest grade,
have long been exhausted apparently,
or at least but small attempts have
been made to find a further continu-
ance of the same, while the uncertain
pockety nature of the occurrence ren-
ders more difficult its profitable ex-
Dploitation. ¢

The new discoveries in iron, how-
ever, appear to Dr. Blls to indicate a
profitable field for investigation if the
cost of transportation is not excessive.
As regards the bituminous shale indus-
try and the associated nlbertite he finds
& promising fleld for the investment of
capital skilfully applied.

Asgide from the iron ore deposits, the
value of which has not yet been fullly
determined but which promise well,
varticularly on the North Shore, Dr.
Ells beligves that in the development

__0f4%5 present coal areas and the prob-
able discovery of new mines, lies the
richest of New Brunswick’s mineral
wealth. The Minto coal, carefully mined,
is, he “of excellent quality,
\clean and bright, and fumishes a fuel

or efther donestic or steam purposes
aqual t0 any obtained from the Nova
Bootia mines.” The principal seam of
,m-ﬁaldmmdaomn.vddzamm
avidence of recurrence at various

/ throughout the province, not-

in Westmorland county, con-
vinces Dr. Filis that “In view of a fur-
ther possible development of the coal
fndustry in this province it is gdvise

recommended some
years ago, but omly partially
he says, “there

< The advice Dr. Blis glves on this

almost every pre-
uding* gold, Have
New Brunswiick,
n of the province
pro amd
hardly been explored
at all. *
“ m
CRIME AND PUNISHMENT

That at least ona-fifth of the punish-
Mments infilcted for indictable offenses
‘in this country are wasted, that is, are
lacking in any curative or deterrent
effects, fs the conclusion drawn from
the criminal statistics by Mr. William
Trant, the police magistrate of Regina,
i an article on the treatment of crim-
inals, which ke contributes to the cur-
rent isswe of the University Magazine,

is to say, nearly twelve per cent,

:ilm?‘ 'gnwsxm 8 are for the second
R nine cent

‘ L per' are habituil

- Yet Canada‘'s treatment of its erim-

M!rystemotc'anuahunotsom
: ard; on’ the oontrary, it has ad-
Yanced steadily, and that the tribute
paid by Major Grifiiths continues to be

_ Geserved is beyona question. As an fri- |
stance of the i

regard, it

:?m-m meéthods i |
MY be mentioned that

nection a detention school. . Recent
Dominion statutes, 1n establishing
courts for juveniles, and a statute
passed at the last session of the Sas-
katchewan legislature, on the lines of
the Manitoba legislation, authorizing
the establishment of associations to
a1 with juvenile criminals, are steps
in the right direction,

The conclusions of Mr. Trant’s art-
iele ars that there should be no inter-
communication between prisoners
without supervision; that during the
period between commitment and trial
a prisoner ought 'not to be subjected
to further restraint than to Drevent
escape or the hiding of the Dproofs of
guilt; that sentences inflicted should
be with a view to reformation —sus-
pended sentsnces; under proper safe-
guards, for first offenses of the ordin-
ary or common kind, and for other of-
fenses indeterminate ‘sentences, or pro-
bation, or the parole system, or gome-
thing of the nature of all three com-
bined; that those addicted to- revolting
crimes of & brutal naturs ‘should, for |
‘the safety of society, be keptin close
confinement for life; and that no Juve-
nile should be sent to jail, or be made
to appear in a criminal court, or be
handled by the pélics. Important as
these considerations are, they barely'
touch upon the alrimportant question
of the prevention of crime by dealing
with immoral ang degraded parents.
Recent legislation introduced in the
British House of Commons by Mr.
Gladstone, the home Secretary, adopt-
ing the system of indetermlnate sen-
tences as a bas* principle, - is
in the direction of dealing with - this
problem,
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THE CURE FOR BAD POLITICS

A clear-sighted writer,
The Canadi

the money spent illegally in
is not devoted to the purchase

most of
elections

T COrrupt politics is
politics dominateq by issues.”

“If,”” he contends, “we can give that

without PRy, and will walk all the way
If necessary. 'So long as it makes no
difference to him which party ‘wins, he
Will be careless whether he - votes or
not. All the academic lecturing we
can supply about his duty es a citizen
énd the blood-bought privileges of his
franchise Passes over his head. A
half-day awdy from work is the loss
of a half-day’s Pay. or profit; and that
S a real issue he.can understand;
When the politicians give us- lve is-
sues which awaken bublic interest, the
sphere of influence of the briber will
contract painfully—to him’

It is.the common-place excuse for the
apparent failure of our elsction laws—
stringent enough in themselves—to do
away .with bolitical corruption, to say
that puplic Gpinien is, to blame and
hence that the real remedy, lies in edu-
cation. And this is. frue in |

ties no dominant fssue wihich . touches
hearnts—or

the *5—Or  the . pokets—of  the
average elector,

, fhie public comscience  de-
mands rectitude in soclal ang business
Iife, bt in pelitics—Oh, that's differ-
ent. And it ig different because today
in this country politics means s0 little,
except to those l-nﬂmately'andprom-
ably ‘Interested. ‘In England and even
In the United ‘States one hears s of
the bribery evil; and we refuse to be-
Heve that the Englsh ‘or the American
people are a whit fore moral in their
ideas and behavior than Canadians.
But their politics . means something,
In “Englang particularly the dividing
lire between the parties is definite and
deep enough to force decision for rea-
son’s or consclerce’ sake and to give

each-partisan o personal, vital interest
in the fight. :

| 8dlan politics needs live fsmues ° and
. 'So
PS on the

_Only the other day it was announced

"an excellent plan, at first sight.

But it is one thing to say that Can- |

de of évery
‘ :

each man in turn dealing with his own
province in particular. What an in-
spiring tour it would be! It would pro-
mote good-fellowship between the peo-
ple of the various provinces, It would
concentrate public attention and give
us all a better idea of the greatness of
our common country. The press would
chranicle ‘the movements of the party,
and the complete story of the tour
would be a book of the greatest value.”

On its face the scheme is.a fine
one. We know too little of each other,
we Canadians. Between the Maritime
and the Western Provinces there is a
gulf of nearly a week’s time fixed,
barricaded with prohibitive telegraph
tolls. The hand to hand touch that
makes for national solidarity is difficult.
It is impossible for most individuals to
examine the country personally, and
the. opress of each district can
only chroniclzs the larger events of the
districts far remote. But here is g
plan to establish a travelling burean
of information and acquaintance and
good will, a plan worth considering—
But
sq{?was Mr. Borden’s provincial pre-
miers’ tour a good plan in theory, and
its\ unpleasant failure is painfully re-
cent history. Of course this idea of
The Colonist’s removes the disturbing
element of party politics; but perhaps
it would be wise to wait until the East
has forgotten Mr. Roblin and Mr.
Bowser and until Quebec and Ontario
have forgotten Mr. Hagzen,

———————

AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION

Writing to the Maritime Farmer, Mr.
Irvine H, T. Dunfield of Portage,
Kings County, calls the attention of
other young New: Brunswick farmers
to ‘he large advantages to he gained
through the courses provided at the
Nova- Scotia Agricultural Caollege, at
Tiuro. Here, he says, “anything that
one wants to know along farming lines
can be learned.” He, personally, has
brofited and he believes others who go
will profit. Admittinig that many suc-
cessful farmers have never had the ad-
vantage of scientific training, he points
out that ‘“the farmers of yesterday did
not have so mauy things to battle
with as the farmers of today. Take
the insect pests, it is only of late years
that the fight against them started up.
How to combat these pests, is one of
the many things learned at Mruro.”
Also, he says “we learn to elevate our
calling, to show that there is plenty of
room in it for the exercise of all the
brain pow‘gr 4 _man may possess and
to point out how farming operatiqns
may be improved and conducted to the
bést advantage to the tiller of the soil.
I am not g prophet nor the son of a
prophet, but I believe that great things
are going to be accomplished along
agricultural lines in Maritime Canada
as the years go by.”

We commend this appreciation of
Nova Scotia’s Notable institution at
Truro to the interested attention of
eévery agricultural reader of The Sun,
believing it to pe Just and well-
grounded. Excellent work is being
done there under the able instruction
of Professor Cumming—work which
invites the authorities of this provinece
to hearty Co-operation, rather than to
such competition as Hon. Mr.Flemming
has recently proposed. There is too
much educational rivalry already in
these smal] provinces whose interests
are so closely knit and if it is at all
possible to arrange a fair scheme of
maritime co-operation In this import-
ant departmeént of technical instrue-
tion it would seem far preferable to
follow this course and lay the founda-
tions for g great Maritime technical
school than to ‘continue the disinte-
grating pol dictated by betty prov-
inelal pride %id Jealousy.

Already, we are glad to note, the
New Brunswick sovernment has gone
80 far in this direetion as to offer free
transportation to any young men in
this provinee  who destre’ to  avajl
themselves . of the short wintéf comtrses
which: open at Trure next morth. Par-
ticulars of this offer may be obtained
by writing to the Deputy Commis-
sioner for Agriculture at Fredericton.
In the interests of New Brunswick it
is to be hoped that many will take'ad-
vantage of . the opportunity. -
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o The Kind You H Bought

Only the most bitterly par-
tisan like to believe ill of their public
men and cheerfully welcome their ac-
quittal of charges obviously politica] in
their inspiration. Already the popu-
lar verdiet has splendidly vindicated
Dr. Pugsley against the envious spite
of his enemies: and the report o 'the
Central Railway Commission can only
endorse the expression of public opin-
ion in this regard. Though the death
of many _Prominent ‘actors in this
varied drama has necéssarily made in-
vestigation difficult, the fact stands
reasonably clear to unprejudiced men
that the government of which Dr.
‘Pugsley was a meniber acted sensibly
and honorably ang progressively in a
most difficult matter; that but for
thelr vigor and enterprise this useful
road would have fallen into useless de-
cay, and that, considering all things,
particularly the present condition and
value of the line, the province got full
and fair return for every dollar spent
in its construction and acquirement as
& public propert¥.” Tt is earnestly to
be hoped, now thig.affair is ended, that
the proviheial government will dismiss
party political copsiderations  for  a
while and” get “down fo the Dpractical
‘business of administering the affairs
of the province and doing their duty
with regard to ite development.

e
THE C P.R. IN THE STATES

Reports are current, and apparently
well founded, of C. P. R. aggrandize-
ment in the United States which com-
pel the interested attention of all who
are concerned in the Canadian policy
of directing, as far as is possible, Can-
adian trade along' Canadian channels.
Not many weeks ago it was rumored
that the Canadian Pacific Rallway
Company had secured azcess to Chi-
cago and the Mississippi Valley, by
the purchase of 3 railway which had
not been prospering as an independent
line. Nothing very definite his since
been heard confirmatory of the re-
port, but there has been enough talk
to indicate. that at least there was
Some basis for the story, and it is
not beyond the realms of possibility
that the deal may yet go through. It
has been also reported, upon apparent-
ly sound authority, that a controlliing
interest has been seecured in the
Maine Central lines, thus winning ac-
Cess to the port of Boston. Now the
latest report is that the Canadian Pa-
cific . has seeured ~the ‘entrance into
New York city,- and is arranging to
carry through freight from there to
the West. It appears to have made
some arrangement with the New Ha-
ven and Hartford, and has already
been offered. 250 tans of freight per
day for the West.

Already the C. P. R. owns or con-
trols an immense mileage of “American
railways,. operating:lines frcm Regina,
via Minneapolis and St. Paul, to the
Soo and from Duluth to the Soo. These
new acquirements wil] place the
Canadian company in the somewhat
remarkable position of having more
actual capital invested in United
States raillways than it has in Canada
—allowlng,_ of course, for the- subsidies
it has been paid on its Canadian- lines,
This startling fact, together with the
probability of C. P. R. access to Chi-
Cago, and to the Atlantic ports of New
York and Boston, is fraught with pos-
gibility of important changes -in
Cenadian transportation conditions—-
chenges wheh. may be particularly, and
perhaps not too pleasaptly, interesting
to ambitious Canadian Atlamtic ports,

—— g
PEACE AND GOOD WILL

This season of peace and good will
is an ironically appropriate time to re-
call general attention t0 the continu-
ally ‘more urgent efforts of the Chris-
tian nations to provide - themselves
with the means for destroying each
other. While the British government
L:as under preparation a bill for the
meintenance of the British fleet at a
standard ten per cent, stronger than
the combined flects of any other two
nationg, the German government is
breparing for a naval expenditure
next year of within a few pounds of
twenty  millions sterling, fully three
millicns sterling more than in the eur
rent year, and six millions sterling
more; tham . in 1907-8. For new con-
struction amg armaments the amount
shows an increase . of practically 2%
millions sterling, the important items
being: for ships, ete., seven millions;

artillery, 3% millicns; torpedoes, £413,-
500; ,and mines, £750,000. Two Dread-

nature.  All the world is inclired to
deal tenderly with the avowed peni-
tent. “Annual elections are inevitaby
preceded by annual . spasms of re-
form, It invariably creites a favor-
able Impression,

But the tears of the chronic penitent
weary experienced saints, They de-
velop a disconcerting and wholly un-
Sympathetic ‘habit of cold and calcu-
lating evangelization. They demand
subsequent constructive activities
worthy the periodic flow of emotion.
The scientific analysis of such an-
nual phenomena whether in indi-
viduals or institutions vields interest-
ing results.

For instance, in the present case the
Common Counecil has carefully and
wisely limited its lament to the errors
and weaknesses of the various de-
bartments of civie administration.
There is a ready admission that things
are not as they should be. They note
with deep regret that the depart-
mental machinery is complicated and
antiquated. They propose with reck-
less disregard of consequences to any-
one in the departments, to mend that
state of affairs. With manifest and
vehement sincerity they confess the
wrong-doings and short-comings of
the unfortunate and impersonal de-
partments,

And .then annually we come to the
period of reconstruction. It may be
written in brief fashion though with
nominal variation “Flanagan: off
again, on again, Finnegan.”” No one
has failed because every one is some
one’s friend. BEvery one must be well
provided for, or someone will make a
row. The Common Council as at pres-
ent constituted can resolve to reform
the ‘method of administration, can
compel every man in its employ to re-
sign, tentatively—can adopt radical
measures of revision—all this can be
c¢one; but when it comes to selecting
a man to fill the newly created office,
then the Common Council as at pres-
ent constituted usually adjourns.

The meaning of the adjournment is
avowedly that they require time to in-
vestigate the qualification of the vari-
ous applicants Certainly a plausible
reason and one reflecting credit upon
the good judgmernt of the Common
Council, but we venture to believe that
the period of adjournment will not be
wholly spent in the exhaustive exam-
ination of the qualifications of appli-
camts. A close observer might be able
to detect more than usual activity in
the manipulation of the wires that run
from every separate ward in the city
to every separate alderman - the City
Hall,

In all of which there is nothing es-
sentially objectionable, Representatives
should be influenced by their friends
and they will be influenced in. many
instances by their personal needs. That
is a constant factor in human nature.
It is idle to dream of eh‘mi.nating the
wire-puller. He will always be with us

‘and always in ana about every repre-

Seéntative body. But if there is to be
in civic affairs anything approaching
responsible government there must be
Some. way whereby the individual al-
dermen can be held responsible for the
actions of the Council. The Council
does everything, the aldermen do no-
thing. They hide their light'under that
bushel. The idea. of a responsible
ministry must be imported into our
municipal government if the citizen is
te be offered the opportunity of mark-
ing kis ballot with discrimination.

Under such an organization it would
be possible for & responsible adminis-
trative group which might be called
a Board of Control,to name an engiteer
not because he received or was the
only one who counl@ recsivs.a majority
vote of a contending council, but be-
cause his qualifications were of such a
character that they could appeal to the
people to sustain thneir decislon. Under
the present system the people may say
who shall be in the Common Council,
put they have no power to anprove .or
disapprove the actions of the whole
Courcil,

By and by it will he manifest that
refprm must begin on the organization
of the Council before the Council can
accomplish any @istinet and radical
change in existing ecnditions. TUnder
the -present swstem the accomplished
wire-puller is the unquestionable boss:

——— e
THE EARTHQUAKE

The. imagination of the average man
who walks this solid Canadian ground

most every part of the world.

In the 7 to 40 seconds that that quake
lasted scores of villages in Calabria and
Sielly were laid in ruins and upwards
of 3,000 persons were killed.

A partial list of the worst quakes in
Italy, as computed by The Boston Her-
ald, is:

September, 1186—In Calabria and
Sicily: one city and all its people
overwhelmed in the Adriatic.

March, 1638—In Calabria
stroyed amd many lives lost.

February, 1788—The “great earth-
quake of Calabria.” Loss of life esti~
mated at G0,000.

October, 1835—100 lives
shock at Castiglione.

December, 1856 — Monenurso and
other towns of Calabria destroyed and
10,000 lives lost.

December, 1887—Besignano
abria destroyed, 25 lives lost.

September, 1905—3,000 Mves lost and
200,000 Calabrians made destitute in a
scere of ruined villages.

This, however, is but a partial list of
the most violent and destructive of the
quakes of this district. No list can
give any idea of the constant terror
of the people. Yet the record of 1783,
when 945 shocks were received, of
which 501 were déscribed * 4s. great
shocks, gives some conception of what
it means to these people when ths
slightest rumble comes. The quake
that commenced these 945 shocks was
on Feb. 5, 1723, and for a vear thereafter
it might be said that the sarhe quake
was intermittently active, The centre
was the town of Oppido, andg for a
radius: of 22 miles every village and
town was destroyed within two min-
utes ‘of the first shock, while for 70
miles all were serously damaged, and
the whole of Calabria and across the
strait of Messina and all of Sieily were
shaken. At Oppido whole houses were
swallowed up—40,000 perished as & di-
rect result of the quake amd 20,000
more died from starvation or.the epi-
demic that followed Today,  however,
the rapidity with which assistance and
supplies can be forwarded and the re-
scurces of medical science will un-

towns de-

lost by a

in Cal-

doubtedly ward off much of the afterj

calamity, but in spite of all that can
b2z done much suffering is inevitable,
naking strong demands upon the
charity of the world.

S o 2

A USEFUL S. S. LINE

The St. John-Havana Steamship
Company -has a strong case for its
ciaim upon the federal government for
a subsidy which shall enable it to com-
pete with other subscidized lines and to
maintain and increase g serviée which
has already proved highly useful to
the business interests of this port and
province. This line provides the only
direct . channel for New Bruhswick
trade to and from the richly produc-
tive and inecreasingly receptive coun-
try of <Cuba. Without it the  -omly
available routes are via  Halifax or
New York, either of which impose upon
the New" Brunswick exporter ruinous
rate differences. The direct service has
already proved of notable local ad-
vantage, as. appreciative. quotgtions
elsewhere attest, and with increased
accommodation and quicker trips there
is no doubt that a very profitable husi-
ness can be worked up. Subsidies are
already granted to other lihes of no
larger valse or efficiency and if the
gevernment proposes to continue this
mwethod of assisting in trade develop-
ment it eannot justly refuse aid to the

St. John-Havana service,
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THE MANGER SONG OF MARY.
By Edwin Markham,

Hark, baby, hark
To the bells in the dark,
Here are the three that are led by the
star—
Melchoir and Gaspar and swart Balt-
azar,
Great are the gifts in the hands of the
wise,
Mother has only a kiss for your eyes!

Croon, baby, croon, .
Like a dove at the noon.

Melchoir with beard reaching down to

the knees

Pours you the gold from the hills and

the seas;

Brings you a gift for a king to com-

mand. . .,
Mother has only a kiss for your hand!

the fold, ; o
Where the Lent lily droops her earlier
~ gol, e e
Sleep waits me as of old. . -

Grant me sweet sleep, for light is.un-
availing bt % "

‘When patient eyes. grow weary of.the
day g

Young lambs creek close and tenden
wings are failing, A
And I grow tired as they. ..
Light as the' long waves leave «{ha
lonely shore S
Our boughs have lost the bloom thaf
i morning bore. 5,
Give me today no more, - i
’ ~Majorie L. 'C.‘API‘éktha}{:

Wi

TO A FRIEND., :
(A New Year's Randél)

May Peace of soul be thine !
Throughout the new-born yeart
Should heaith and goodly cbeu_‘““

To glad thy life combins, * onoil

Or ‘Fortuné prove malfgh - +=" X
And Fate deal blows sévere, “'

May peace of soul be thine’ "w"
Throughout the new-born year! *

No greeting more benign,
No beniscn more dear i
Upon- this, my ‘prayer: sincare, .
Can gpring from heart of mine:
May peace of soul be thine
Throughout ‘ the -new-born - year! v
—Arthur Barry O'Neill;.C, 8. ¢.!

FIAY ON CHURCH FLOOR. "

L ——— e
A curlous custom fs anndally obsére
ed at Old Neston church on'St. Swith
in’s day. 'The church is dedicated th
St. Swithin, and on festival ‘diy tite
¢hurch’ is strewn with hay. Mm{
years ago some donor left ' a field
provide monéy for bread which fs age-
tributed four times a year. The'tonstt
of the field has to supply the' hnf,fo
{strew the church. ' THe custom is sv;g:
posed to have orginated from the 1
that on festival Sundays the parishioh-
ers wear new boots, and the idea ot the
donor was to have the hay lafd dowh
to stop the squeaking Incidental to nﬁr
footwear.—London Standard :

. 1741

Ry
foolish-

Many stories are told of the f¢oli,
ness of the ostrich. Bverybody h}as1
heard, for instance, how this bird will
bury dts head in the sand and conceive
itself altogether hidden. :

There can be no reasonable doubt
that the species goes to great lengths
of folly. .

And yet, If the tesﬁmony» of re<1;i-
able naturalists may be taken, dark
ostrichs don’t bleach themselves with
peroxide of hydrogen in the belief that
scciety will theréupon desm them
Llondes. 3 3 .

Nor do they resort to rats, expect
ing to ¢reate the impression that the}n
feathers fluff naturally.

NONE LEFT ALIVE, it
——— W

“An orator,” said one of our states-
men, “was addressing an assemblage
of the people. He recounted the peo-
ple's wrongs. Then he passionstely
cried’: & 1
' ‘Where are America’s great men?
Why don’t they take up the cudgel in
our defense? In the face of our mani-
fold wrongs why do they remain cold,

immovable, silent?
“ ‘Because they're all cast in bronze!’
shouted & cynic fn the rear.” §
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Misses Vera Modnerney, Stella By
_Kate Robertson/and Clara Palmer
“#illed home on Saturday from Pr
eridton, where they wefe atending
mal School,
Robert Fraser returned home
“Wednesday from st Joseph’s Colld
to spend his holidays.
ol Dugene McInerney returned héme
Tueeday to spend his holidays. He b
“Pedn attending business college in
John.

Mr. and Mrs. John D, Palmer
e¥rederioton are visiting friendsg
town.

Mr. and Mrs. Fred Knjght of Mon
ton came theére Yesterday to spen
Christmas with Mrs. Knight’s paren
T- &nd Mrs. Robert Lennox. Mij

Mame Lennox, who A has been the
guest for some  time, returned ' hon|
with them

Hugh Fraser of Moncton is spendd

at his home here.

James Warman léft for Boston g
Tuesday. : .

Mrs. Ursula Richarg ig very il
the Royal Hotel,

Mra. Pasoal Hebert returned home o
Baturday from, Moncton, where she ha
been recelyving treatment for a. S0
foot. She iy feeling considorably be!
ter. :

A Gapuchin Father came to Rig Coy
on Wednesday to celebrate ' miduigh
mass for the Indians of that placd
Midnight mass was also sung at 8§
Anne and Richibucto Village.

Miss Lizzie OrConnof, who has bee
to.chin‘ near Harcourt, is spending
hér yacation at her home here. :

Miss Amanda Millet, who has beey
attending St. Louis Convent, is spend|
ing her holidays at home.

Danlel McDonald, James McLean and
Joseph MWiward returmed home from
 Bartibogue Bridge, whera they had
been employed for some time, oy

vokhere & 16 be a skating carnival {
4 rink on Monday night. Prizes wil
e awapded. The Buctoche Band wil
_g;in ‘attendance. The skaters are pre
i@ Blla Fahey, whe has been at
N School, is spending he
Q r home in Molus Rive
cK. Musphy of Bass Rive
been attending business col
Moneton, is home for Ch

-y
3

- heas
at

Miss Minnie G. Cail of Bass River I
home from Normal Sechool to spend hey

_“Mrs. David Clark of Bass River
Vistting her Pather, M. Brown,
pon River.
IF. and Mrs. P. Ward of Molus Rive
JVisited Moncton last week.
. +The post office of Mundleville
hbﬁe'n“qutfumined on account of scarlet]
APVer in the family of the postmaster,
?é;n Lawson. Those who formerly go
thelr maX there have now to come to
‘Rexton for it.
: Stnilp are still very scarce, and some
©f the fishermen are getting discour-
Aged and taking out their nets. The
Drioe 15 2 1-4 cents per pound. Kels and
AS8 are also scarce. )
The death ocourred at St. Charles on
Ded. 284, of Mrs. Mary Richard, relict
of the late Antoine Richard, at the ad-
Vanced of 87 years.
 Miss n:::a Short of St. John is vis-
Mh‘r friend, Miss Helen Carson.
* Willtam McMichael of Fast Galloway
&8 raised ‘this year 132 turkeys.
YO8 Hickman hes sbout 140 men in
the Mimber woods on the Upper Richi-
bucto River. Besides Mr. Hickman,
WHG personally looks after two crews,
WOl ‘Reswiak, B. Campbell, B, Dun-
iy and G. Yenwiok have charge of
oamps, and Edwerd Walton is man-
e, "Bl has opened a supply store at
Harcourt. He already has one rotary
M iy the woods and expects to hawve
Okler soon. The lumber will be ship-
from Harcourt by rail.
Y Fogan, late of the KKent North-
e purchased from G. B. |
Utz &t Moneton the building on Main
: at neton, which {8 occupled
# side by Abel LeBlanc as a fruit
and on the other by a barber
is understood Mr. Hogan will
p ‘& .restaurant in the build-
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TALE, N. B, Dée. 26—Dr. R, |
£, of the university will |
vacation i ®Baltimore and |
ftere will attend the American |
Se ¢ Association.
'u‘ﬁ&'mw’tence, B. A, teacher
Dutham Ledles Collegs, Quebec,




