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to be of advantage to the Great Western. The 
email proportion of 7 l«r cent, in the case of the 
Detroit ami Milwaukee haa no doubt arrested the 
attention of some of the Shareholders who are 
present. But that figure is explained by the com­
paratively very small protiortiou of through traffic 
brought by that line. One material element m 
the agreement is that it will have a tendency very 
much to reduce expenses. Our Michigan Central 
friends recommended usât once to alwlish the office 
of general manager. They said t# us, “ We want 
no general manager; we lure an officer called the 
gene-al superintendent, who la the aiding man 
under ourselves and the board, and who goes ili- 
A-rtly to work in everything that lih* to be done 

4« relating to the ruhnlng of the traîna ; he is an 
«I officer who manages hia department personally 

under the Directors, apd we very strongly recoin- 
mend you to adopt the same system. " Aftef a 
discussion with tlinse gentlemen with regard to 
this matter, considering that the time has arrived 
for a change, we determined 6t once to appoint 
•urh an officer as they recommend ns to appoint, 
anH we were very fortunate in having at our de­
position the assistant-superintendent of the 
Michigan Central, Mr. W. K. Muir. The gentle 
man" came lack to our service, with the recom­
mendation of long experience » He era* in 1853 
and for some years on our own line ; he was after' 
wank appointed to the Detroit and Milwaukee 
line, and for the last four veers, he had been the 
superintending officer of tfie Michigan Central for 
the traffic department. Therefore, he came to us 
first with a high character, and in the next place 
with a perfect knowledge of the three lines, and 
how they may be worked together ; and Mr. Joy, 
than whom no twtter judge exists, said that 
although hia Itoard would part with him with 
reluctance, yet that, under the circumstances, if 

board thought fit to ap]«oint Mr. Muir, it

commerce of t'ansd* were not aa buoyant as 
they were in 1866; or the abolition of the Bcei- 
|»ority Treaty may liave affected it; or whatever f 
may Ue the came, wc thought It right that the aa is
matter should l«e carefully inquired into. Now, 
•s our Toronto and Sarnia lu-anches are ou the 
broad gauge, anti some of the stations of our main 
line have no sidings for the narrow gunge, we 
thought it very desirable to order that aiding* 
should be placed at the lieeessary stations con­
nected with the whole line; ami I believe the 
result of that will be that we shallliave a consider

haa yet broken or become defective from 
The rail‘being composed of two separate 

should either tweak ao separation will ensue, 
lie case with any single rail

The trail piece of steel can be at any time renew­
ed at hr If the cost ef rmdliag railroad iron. The 
iron fortius can bore rolled ami the enda of the 
steel jempereil, with perfect results in eveiy ease. 
Seven hundred raOs.aere ao tempered eighteen 
month» ago, and have l»eee in revere ere every 
day Ancu jiaosing all the eastern traffic of the 
New «Or* Central Railroad, and not a rail haa

would make such arrangements that he could at 
once take in hand the business of the Great Wee- 
tern of Canada, and the change, which took plai-e 
on the 1st of January this year, might be ait once 
carried out with hia assistance. We, at once 
made’an arrangement with him totakefrom the 1st 
of January, the eontrolof theGreat Western traffic 
and the general arrangements lor the working of 
the line, or, to use the American term in such 
cases, ' ‘ operating the road.” The salary winch wg 
agreed to give him is £1,000 a-ÿear. Of course, 
ns we abolished the office of general manager, 
Mr. Swinyard tendered his resignation, and 
we thought it desirable to accept that resigna­
tion. We made an arrangement with Mr. Swin­
yard, whom engagement in our service extended 
up to August next, under which which he will 
receive a «tun equivalent to hia salary till the end 
of August and his tret oiling rxpenaesfor returning 
home. I believe that that nmmgemenl is satis­
factory to all parlje*. We liave now entered upon 
a new era with regard to the management of the 
Comiemy, and wit!i>egnrd to the system of work­
ing with the Michigan Centnfl which 1 have de­
scribed. I may add that before we left America 
we conferred with Mr. Muir, who is perfectly ac­
quainted with the staff of the tirent \t es tern, and 
the result is that there have l*cn reductions in 
the number of the staff, and wholesome modifica­
tions in the system of conducting business which 
will result in a present saving of from $30,000 to 
$40,000 a-ycar. 1 beg now to move—“That the 
terms of a traffic agreement U-twcen the Great 
Western of Canada, the Michigan Central, and 
the Detroit and Milwaukee, now sulunitted, be 
and the same are hereby approved and ailoptcd. " 
The motion was carried unanimously.

The Chairman continued— thelocal traffic of the 
line, instead of progressing, has artuelly retro­
graded. 1 find that the local traffic earnings in 
the year ending July 1806 were $2,046,639, and 
In the corresponding period of 1869 it was $1,892,- 
018. Wc considered that a very unhealthy state 
of things, end one that required careful inquiry 
and consideration. It may be to aome extent ex­
plained by the fact that in 186» the trade and

qualification to tc raised from ten to forty shares, 
the members of the board to go ont of olfi ■<■ by 
ihinla each year, notice to 1*- giv^-n of Shareholders 
becoming eamlidatea for election to the board, 
proxies to be lodged fofty-eight Lours before a 
general meeting, and (hr some other nercseary 
matters relating to the government of the Com- 
|wny's affairs. As the law now stands, a IYoprte- 
tor must have held shares one 'month in order to 
be al If to Vote; ao that he might receive the divi­
dend and yet he unable (to take any part in the 
jiroceedings at which it was declared. In order to 
^remove this anomaly we have inserted a clause 
entitling every one to vote who may he on the 
register of the Compauv at the time of the closing 
of the lwtik*, fourteen days before the meeting.

able accession of traffic which goes through our provjf in the kjastjdefective, while the durability 
territory in nmnevtiuii .with the American linen, of till ]«oints au Mupered is up to tly average of 
while lir. M'Maater is of opinion that thi»increase 19hv 1 ‘tuaining portions of the rail. Solid steel 
ed facility for communication without change of rails «limit 1* so tempered: The small amount 
track will lead to a great increase* of the local ef ca I» n in Brawfocr steel will nofallow ee large 
traffic on the branrh lines, or that port of our a |«i-#e of steel to be cooled quickly enough to 
system which moat requires au increase. We in­
structed our soliciter to apply for an amended bill 
in the.present session of Parliament, ao that the 
effect may be that we «ball have power to do wh#t 
l have mentioned if we consider it desirable. It 
does not necessarily involve much expense, be­
cause it would merely be a change of rails from 
the5ft. 6in. to the 4ft. 8jin. gauge: while tin- 
result of the change would lie to put our branch 
line# into immediate connections with the through 
route and with the American lines. We a bio

take ny temper whatever, while it is readily ap­
plied to the lighter cap of afoel for the Booth IWU, 

jp bring secured to the iron after the tempes- 
I done. The jtooth rail ia now in severe ns# 

New Y«rk Ventral Railroad iu three dif- 
[ places, end mrvml other of the American 
kola, and in all these place» with |«erfoct 

suertia. The pro**» of manufacture of this rail 
apjilie* the aterl in a cold state, banding the 
ttr,-l proiNid the hrail, fully testa every pert of it, 
ivhili| any Irfr t iu cither portion is conjoined

take power in our bill as follow*: —The Directors, with a gobd and diuad piece, so that a break in
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The Railroad Commissioners of Massachusetts 
have recently submitted to the Legislature a re­
port of their investigation* in n-garel to the ese 
of ateel rails ujwm the roads of the United State*. 
The Comniiseioncr* a«hlresacd a'serin of qrirstions 
to the oflk-m ot all the railroads ic the country 
as to the result of their experiment* with steel 
rails. Answers of some kind were returned from 
twenty-six companies who had experimented with 
such rails to aome extent The substance ia that 
the durability of steel rails over iron is at onee 
demonstrated, while their liability to break is as 
fully demonstrated. Out of 354 miles of solid 
steel rail reported laid by different roads, 501 
rails have broken. Some of the roads report 
defects, and punching c-r straightening as the pro­
bable cause of hreikage, while others rejiort that 
thry break from no pen-eptible cause—break in 
sisnnirr aa well as in winter, and in the middle 

well as at or n ar the cuds. The conclusion 
from the perusal of this report is that as a wear­
ing anbatanee steel is far superior to iron, lint 
that it does not Irmove the liability to breakage 
and accident that is sought by a sunerwdurc of 
iron. The Booth Duulcx Safety Rail appears to 
be just What is wanted in this emergency, as it 
combines in sn admirable dejpee the lest qualities 
of iron and steel. This rail is made of iron, and 
on its head is superimposed a tread piece ol 
Bessemer steel, not welded to the jron, but from 
one-half inch to fire-eighths of in inch ia thick- 
mie, furnishing a wearing turface that will last 
from fifteen to thirty years, as can be readily com­
puted from rail* now in use for three years when 
seventy-five train* pet day paw over them. 
Sevrai miles of this rail are now in use, and not
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Gi-.Kir Westxkn Railway.—Traffic for week 
endiug^lareh 18, 1870.

rAiwn............  ........ a. 21,071 44
Frfichier.4 Live Sli < k.......  16.737 93
Mills sad (Sundries.. 2.247 19

ll Receipts for week.....  $70,0.16 96
•ponding week, 166$... 79,750 34

Decrease... $ 9,CM 40


