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,e'e‘« the few hills in them being usually diabase. These 
seem to be the remainder of a huge sheet ofhills

'ase which at one time covered the country. Dykes of<tiab:
'habase are also common. It is in the diabase that all the 

Ver has been found. There are limited areas of conglom- 
also, but unlike the conglomerate of the Cobalt dis- 

no mineral has been discovered in it yet. 
ast spring the government created the Montreal River 

fecial inspection district, which includes the new silver area.
this field, as at Cobalt, every claim must be examined 

Ul(' Passed by an inspector before a patent for the mining 
'khts is granted. This is meant to prevent the blanketing

claims
"'ork 
at

as (which occurred at first in Cobalt) and seems to 
m a satisfactory way. There are now eight inspectors

*vel0l
Work in the district. This system tends to hasten the 
el°pment of the country, since the owners, or rather 

liQ°Se who hope to be owners, of claims on which there has 
lin *36en enough discovered to pass inspection, work hard to 

s°mething before the inspector comes round. The in-
sPect
Ho

Th,

°rs in their decisions give the real prospector, the man 
wants to work, every possible chance. 

nere i8 now a line of boats, steam and gasoline, running 
. °,n Latchford to Bear Creek in James Township, 40 miles 

He Montreal River. At Bear Creek a post office has re- 
: beea established—Elk Lake P. 0.—and there are stores

restaurants there and at other points along the line. 
Çrc is quite a settlement already at Bear Creek, and it 

Irict8 68 ^ ** were going to be the future town of the dis-

Car Shortage.—Many of the Coal Mines along the Crow’s 
Nest Railway are suffering for want of cars. They either 
have no place to store coal or cannot afford to handle it a 
second time. The companies that also make coke are further 
handicapped by not being able to get out enough slack for 
their ovens since they have no place for the screened coal. 
This again threatens the smelters up the line that are wait­
ing for coke. Apart from this the operators, who install 
costly plants, calculate on working their full capacity, de­
pending on daily profits to offset the wear and tear of 
machinery, mine repairs and wages of a permanent office and 
engineer force, not to mention a return on their investment. 
In these days, too, miners are scarce and operators cannot 
! old their men when steady work attracts them elsewhere. 
Thus one operator gains prestige in the market at the ex­
pense of a less fortunate competitor. Last, but not least, 
the miners lose “shifts,” which are needed for bread and 
butter.

Strathcona, Alberta.—At Strathcona, Alberta, the Clark 
Dredging Co., of Chicago, manufacturers of the Clark Hy­
draulic Dredge, are installing a plant for the Northern 
Dredging Co. The latter, has a concession from the Dominion 
Government for fifteen miles of territory along the Saskat­
chewan River. The ground was tested last fall for gold and 
platinum. The Clark Dredge is a combination between the 
bucket and suction dredges. It digs the gravel and the 
suction elevates it. The plant will be in operation in two 
weeks.

ALBERTA.

COLEMAN, ALTA.

^rank, Alberta, the zinc smelter of the Canadian Metal 
*‘es idle. The plant is extensive, entirely up-to­

and represents an enormous investment. It is the only
t0 ler of its kind in Canada and has a capacity sufficient 
„,.3uPPly the home market. No sooner was it in working
°‘der
>ta Han the American Government placed a tax of 1 i

a Pound on spelter, thus shutting off the market of the 
fini ern ®Htes to the Canadian enterprise. At the same 
^1.. He American producers retain the Canadian market, 
dut 18 moa41y in the Eastern Provinces, since they have no 
adv^ Pay °n spelter coming into Canada and have the 
^Hge 0f jj cent a pound in freight over their far- 
tftk n cornpetitor. As a result, zinc ore, which must be 
thr °ut with the lead in the British Columbia mines, is
iiiV n °n the dump. This is regrettable because the capital 
He 6<^ ’n *ead mining might have an additional return from 

and because the capital invested in the Frank Smelter 
spelt*10 reH>n at all. Moreover the profitable production of 
of 6r fias proven to be more hazardous than the smelting 

St other ores, and the initial attempt at Frank, so far 
a£ei's 6t* ^rom any similar plant, thus compelling the man- 

to educate their experts from recruits, called for all the 
-guards ~

v11" k
,***■ Canada could lend to it. The sensible solution 

Ul'tlle[.Pe to tax spelter. If the Dominion Government wished 
to encourage the industry, they might bonus spelter

few„ years, as they do steel. The miner needs no bonus
he acting an ore which he mines now for nothing, since
his 0ïe * fi(- benefitted sufficiently by having a market for

Here is work for the Alberta, British Columbia and 
‘Pilon n . .vin» Governments. Meanwhile the Canadian consumer is

hi Lon(jto *fi® American Trust $5.90 for zinc that is quoted
kfico , .1 at $5.18, because the Americans can uphold the
*Urnl„ 1 6 they have the market on which to dump their

Product.

GENERAL MINING NEWS
NOVA SCOTIA.

Sydney.—The transfer of the Port Morien coal areas to the 
North Atlantic Collieries Company has been completed. The 
erection of houses will be started. The Government dredge is 
deepening the harbor.

The action of James T. Burchell against the Dominion Coal 
Company is reported to have been settled out of court. The 
amount involved was $116,200, and the litigation arose over 
certain coal areas at Point Aconi.

Mr. F. W. Harbard, the English authority on the 
metallurgy of steel, is one of the witnesses called by the 
Dominion Iron and Steel Company in its suit against the 
Dominion Coal Company.

At Catalone near Lonisburg, C.B., an asbestos mine is be­
ing opened. American capital is in control.

Londonderry.—It is reported that the Londonderry Iron and 
Mining Company is to erect a car-wheel foundry on its pro­
perty at Londonderry. Here they will use the pig-iron from 
their own blast furnace and will supply car-wheels to the 
Silliker Car Works, a new concern being started in Halifax.

Chignecto.—On August 1st the Maritime Coal Railway and 
Power Company put in operation their Chignecto power 
plant, the only plant on the American continent where power 
is generated at the pit-mouth for distribution. The machin­
ery includes a 800 h.p. Robb-Armstrong engine, and an alter­
nating geneator of 100 kilowatt capacity, manufactured by 
the Canadian Westinghouse. During the opening ceremonies, 
a telegram of congratulation was received from Thomas 
Edison, whose father, by the way, lived for some time in 
Nova Scotia.

Springhill, July 31.—Thirteen hundred employees of the 
Cumberland Coal and Railway Company quit work this 
evening. The men resented deeply the finding of the Concilia­
tion Board, appointed under the provisions of the Lemieux 
Act. as regards “local stone.” The Board, compoes of Jus-


