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FARMERS AIE FAVOIABIE
Opinions have been freely eepreesed on 

the proposed reciprocal UrUT arrangements 
There Is strong opposition showing In many 
quarters ll Is apparent that the new schedule 
must be taken as a whole or not at all. If 
anything Is to be done during the present 
session of parliament This being the case, 
the fanners are certainly In favor of accept 
tng It It does not give all they asked, and 
more must be given at next session But 
If the proposed arrangements are completed 
on both sides of the line and the British pref 
erence Is substantially Increased during the 
present session, the farmers may consider 
they have done a good year 's work

FREE TRADE NANUFACTURERS
In this ismir we are publishing a num­

ber of exceedingly interesting Inters sent 
us by Itritieh manufaeturers in reply to a 
request for their reasons for favoring free 
trade. These reason* are given by business 
men. and are reason* of dollars ami rents, 
in whirh sentiment plays no pert The Brit­
ish manu fart urer find* that under free Im 
ports he secure* his raw material ami his 
maehinery more cheaply than manufacturers 
in any other part of the world He has the 
whole world to draw from snd he buys where 
he ran buy cheapest. Vmler free imports the 
shipping industry of Kngland lead*, and the 
commerce of the world is largely carried 
on by mean* of British ships. Her ships 
bring from the farthest end* of the earth 
raw material to be manufactured in her mill*. 
Protection would fetter her whipping in­
dustry. would increase the cost of produc­
tion to all manufacturers, and would cripple 
industrial Kngland Free import* make the 
price of foot! leu* and hence wage* are lower, 
because the cost of living i* lower than in 
protectionist countries British manufactur­
ers buy cotton grown in the Southern State* 
** cheaply a* do the cotton manufacturer* 
in the Northern Slate*, due to unreasonable 
freight rates exacted from the home manu­
facturer. British workmen pay lea* for their 
flour made from Western Canadian wheat 
than do the people who grow the wheat. The 
same applies to several other Canadian food 
stuff*, another example of unfair conditions 
lo the Canadian but very * favorable to the 
Britisher A large number of manufactured 
article* from Canada ami the Cniteil State* 
are sold in Britain more cheaply than at 
home. British ma nu fact urer* do not believe 
in making anything which they can buy 
more cheaply, no matter from whom they 
buy. Sentiment doc* not enter into the 
transaction. They do not care what peoples 
of the earth provide the raw or manufactured 
material so long as the prices are right The 
result to the British manufacturer has been 
that under the exceedingly favorable circum­
stance* of fr«*e import* they are able to manu­
facture at the lowest possible co*t. and to 
com|N-te with ease with the protected manu­
facturer* in their own market* all over the 
world. Britain undoubtedly has her eco­
nomic trouble*, but her system of free 
imports doe* not ap|H-ar to be responsible 
for them. The benefit of free import* of raw 
material more than off-set* the benefit which 
would be derived from the protection on 
the manufactured article*. Why do not our 
f anadian manufacturers take a |es*on from 
their British brethrenT The Canadian manu­
facturers say they must have protection be­

cause they pay duty u|*m their raw material 
Then why cannot they reduce the duty «pm 
raw material and at the same lime u|mw 
the finished product * The benefit Will he 
decidedly in fetor of the consumer The 
farmer* will be glad to go band in hand with 
the l anadian manufacturer* in demanding 
free import* of raw material ami at the aame 
lime free import* of manufactured g«**l* into 
which auch raw material enter* But here
at onee 18 the difficult! Iron and steel enter 
largely into the manufacture of agricultural 
implement a. ami the iron ami steel interest* 
of t*ena«la are very wealthy ami very power 
ful. They protest at «nee again*! any reduc 
lion in the duly u|*»n their pmduria Though 
they an* heavily prolcetnl by the tariff ami 
have been honu*rd by milliolta from the pub 
Ik treasury, they «till ery "infant imluslry*' 
ami demand more asmatance The iron and 
atee| mlereala are powerful factor* in the 
Canadian Manufacturera' Association and 
they stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
other manufacturer* to retain the protective 
tariff Probably the duly on agricultural 
implements » more bunlcneome lo Ihe Weal 
ern farmer* because it i* more apparent, but 
it is not heavier than the tariff burden upon 
numerous other article* such as woollen*, 
rollon* ahd leather. However, in Ihe case 
of agricultural implement* m*nuf*« lured in 
Canada, we see them aobl more cheaply in * 
Kngland than at home, ami we also have ween 
case* when* they am wild more cheaply in 
the Cniteil State* also, even against the high 
American tariff No manner of rraeoning 
ran make thia right The Canadian profile 
are as a rule sensible people ami they cannot 
wee any patriotism in |»aying more for a Cans 
dian made article than for an article made 
somewhere elae. They believe that the Cana 
dian manufacturer who e*n compete with 
the world in Britain, ami who in many case* 
ran compete with the American manufactur 
era on their own ground, abould l*e able to 
stand without protection. The Canadian 
manufacturer* tell us that high freight rale* 
militate against their business Then why 
do not the Canadian manufacturer* join with 
the Canadian consumers in demanding that 
Ihe freight rate* on the Canadian railways 
be made right T Nome of the Canadian manu 
facturera have declared that the farmers are 
•elfish in their demand* for low tariff ami 
that the statement* made by the farmer* or 
on their behalf are exaggerated and derid 
edly unfair. We would |*iint out just now 
in reply that ever since proteetion waa inaug 
unit'd in Canada the manufaeturera have 
always been consulted before any change* 
have lieen matin in the tariff In fart it ia 
well within the liound* of reason to say that 
the manufacturers of Canada have practi 
rally made the tariff laws of (Canada for the 
past 30 year*. The farmers ami other con­
sumera have never Imen consulted. They 
have paid the hill every time, and except 
during the sittings of the tariff commission 
of 1905-6 their interest* have never been 
considered. It is in view of these things 
that the Canadian farmers have protested 
against the tariff ami hsve demanded re. 
dress. The manufaeturera hsve replied that 
they cannot live without proteetion, but they 
have givf'n no proof of their statement. The 
farm imlualry of Canada ia an open hook 
to the world and any man at a glance can 
ascertain exactly the profits of the fanner's 
business, fin the other hand the rnanufae. 
hirer's business ia a sealed volume into which 
the publie is never allowed to peep. We have 
only the word of the manufaeturera. and the 
farmers of Canada may well lie pardoned 
if they do not acept all the manufacturers’

étalements a* the truth The manufacturera 
h«te netrf offered to meet the farmers Upon 
an et en fouling ami to pmfmwr remedies for 
I lie |»rmrnl unfair rondtltona They any 
that the farmers are unpelnolir ami ere 
stirring up rlam prejudice Can the fan* 
era he blamed for demanding redrew when 
the manufacturers hate for thirty years hern 
wearing mill out* from the publie treasury ••• 
bulging up their own eleant It i* an un 
eit*wer*b|e feel that prrwnl économie roe 
«litloit* in Canada, which an* very largely 
reused by ioir protect it e tariff, have reduced 
agrmilt lirai imlualry lo a very low ebb. The 
farmer* have orgaiiiird in ewlf «lefenee. The 
low tariff wnlioo-nt in Camilla la mil confined 
to the Weal by any means The l.unle* of 
the tariff is fell by nery province in Canada, 
ami «lay by «lay the low tariff force* arc 
anjiiinng strength The manufacturers have 
enjoye.1 »|«erial privileges for years ami 
naturally mrnl any attach upon their pre­
rogatives. But a change la coming ami Ike 
manufacturer* will be wiee if they résilie it 
in time

VIEWS UrON PATRIOTISM
Om* of the mimt humiliating spectacles lo 

Canada toelay ia Ihe aiglil of some of our 
wonI«1 lie statesmen, our big railway ami 
corimrstion magnate'* and our manufactur­
ers wringing their hernia over Ihe propoem! 
reciprocity arrangement* for fear ll will 
'•endanger the Tfnfiffre.” 1 Waff It not for 
th«* «langer of such an ap|ical lo loyal ami 
patriotic |ieop|e, the ai«eetac|e would he ludi­
crous in the extreme. Ninety.nine |«er cent.' 
of three people prate their loyalty for juet 
om* pur|o«K their own advantage Not one 
of them ever allow* hie "patriotism" to warp 
his husincae judgment ll ia merely an 
attempt upon their part to turn their "pet- 
riotmm" into s commercial commodity which 
will bring more «lollara into their own pocket 
or will enable them lo secure some ad vantage 
over their |H«lilieal opponents. The |«eoplr 
of Britain are a loyal race, hut they do not 
ileinoiialrate that fart l«y robbing thcmeelvae 
for the Iwm-fit of a few privileged persons 
They buy where they ran buy cheapest, 
as any wnsihlc person or people should. True 
patriotism, like charity, begins at home If 
Canadians are loyal to Canada they will be 
«lonbly loyal lo the Umpire. If the fate of 
the Kmpirr depend* upon the eitixens of that 
Kmpin In-ing disloyal to themselves, then it 
h*ng* by s slender thread The loyalty of 
Ihe Canadian |ieople to the Km pire ia aup- 
posed l«# Im- demons!rated by the British 
I'reference. But it was more a case of 
economic good sense than loyalty. No claaa 
of Canadian* flap the flag and prate loyalty 
leas than the farmers. Vet they went to 
Ottawa a few ilaya ago and aaid, "We want 
no protection whatever ii|»on our own 
industry sml w«- want free trade with Ureal 
Britain in ten yearn." The farmers also re- 
ganh-il it aa common aenne. It waa too loyal 
for the mannfaelnrcra ami Ihe politicians. 
They at onee protested that their loyalty 
could not go so far. But the common sense of 
the farinera not only went no far aa to demand 
it. They arc determined to have it. The high 
tariff we have in Canada today ia kept there 
at the dictation of afierial interest* who feel 
the benefit of it in their own pockets. No 
one can justify a ayatem by which the gov­
ernment com fiels one elaas to pay tribute 
to another class. Not tmnre than five per 
cent, of the people of Canada benefit by the 
protective tariff. Not all the Remaining 
ninety-five per cent, realise the burden they 
are carrying But they are awakening.


