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The Brown Mouse
A story of a Rural School in which the Boys and Girls learned “to do" things

By Hopkina Moorhouar

H»n- le an unu»u»l Uaik, well ai.nl. i|r n-a.tuig 
•lUUMtal laragw il i* a «anoua ll.atnrul ui hrlam 
I..rii. >4 I hr vital |ri.l4.ai ul ru#-.l n Iaa4a txiul liratat 
il max I# mil for lia- a* I. nr uilrn vl >4 tin- »l.g> 
ilerlf a. «Tl a» fui I hr wider avai ls ul II» w.l.jr.1 
matin Thr author If. rUci l/uui. ae- i..n .ill 
lhr nlilia *4 "I an.» ali.I I in—.-h ami a aril kirewh

• l..r ha. I»»>k "Thr I rani Hup l .ulh ami »lln a..rk» 
llr a a ■ hr.- »iu«k nl <4 all agnrullural .|unla«a 
farming Iliai la.'tung ran la lira. .|• .i.> it,an 
i ha waff air <4 ihal ihird <4 I hr (a^ailalra. a
lia other le.rihiM- a» lia- fo.in.laiam .4 all agin 
riilmral dbrrii.. hr luma haluraMy In ihr rural 
•rhoulhuuar a

"The ltft»»u Muua a Ihr »••<> .4 a lam.4n in 
Hat rutin try rtaaaftauu a lank», gad^y, ram-lawanl. 
■U-rla.1 farm Kami a h.an I la r.auintu.il> ha» alwax » 
riaianlrml "a» .«hi aa Dirk » ballmnd Hr la an 
«41 oa laetra.1 >4 |4»>uig rank in Ihr haven .a» on 
rainy dax. .a ranting unhai |atlrhra ami xgrhafxb 
•a |4»X mg I»a4 in Ihr tittagr «alum like Ihr irai «4 
ihr ta.y», hr ma» !.. la* f.aimi al tnaia- r. ailing In rag»" 
•nrh rhaap |airi nlii.aa .4 Mamlar.l .ultra» aa hr 
oNikl artfuirr I nan Una I» Una ami olhrrmiar mi
litating end anting tu» numl rare aa hr rutlix alnl 
ami wrefad Ihr am» .4 hi» r*U|4o>er fig Ihr naragrr 
living .4 whirl, hr ami hw nuWlu-T nua.tr Ihr tael 
l.dlnl lain amlain.n t.v lltr diatlaln a ilh whlrh hit 
rmpioye-r» .laugh.rr mrrla hn advance, hr knell> 
la hr* rtaa/gr ul the dwunl arbuj ami pftimab In 
u|awt the rummlum and (ail ft. practical Irai hi» 
own alum >4 rfatnreiarx rduralaai In ahnil. Jun 
I ram pruvxm hinaa-d a Irai nannr

Cuhmrl Woodruff. I<* whom hr a.akral aa a hrld 
hand. r»|4aina Ihr mreiung .4 Ihr riprwanun A 
fettew m Kdielairgh mw»r.I ihr Ja|*nr»e wattling 
nmar with ihr r»animai wluir miaiar ami rvwry unrr 
<W awhilr g.4 oui .4 hi» h> laula a tain» n muater II 
warn I a r. annum home- mnmr, I ht» tail a wild lew— 
which ran awn> ami lal and gnnwwd amt fanr.1 h>4. 
limita Morgan a a» a Hftaan Mam, I ta inatanm, ami 
f.aimir.1 whel ihr I "uinerl ..nrtnlrird Ihr gtraim 
hired <4 haw» in ihr world Sa|»4t»a. H... apart, 
aaa a Brown M.aiw Hu wa» flruigr H aafungl.a. 
So wa» Kiev ihr f.rral Whrwrvvf a Huai hf.au. 
appeared hr rhangrd thing»

I hear a h> Arrtdral
Jun Irwin wa» rhtmai for Ihr M.arlitifl Nrhtad b) 

a Hukr Thr lhire mrtnlaf» ul Ihr arl—4-lmid WWW 
baiB.ik I on ihirr fix.an» • » ». trial.» and mow aa 

X (..kr than MX I king rW Jm. Irwm wa» arhrd to 
4 el Ihr mrrting Hr hendbd ihr ihwr dwwrtaww 

nlho.il giovr» and duntinl al ihr fiHnrlr» .4 It» 
hlhik.l or head Writ»»» ...lu II*
1^0 -4 hi» anew I- orf. w*l
• Hurt ihal hr rwtamd a »bghl arwmlum

“la a# Ihr vrai* I all. u.bd the»
L I arm dnt a hw .4 
• huh wwa rein», anew lit 

ww4ul II WH al 4n Hu* ™pwd 
from Ihr rH> nbnh No "4hrr pupal 
rwar dnl any reel w»ak <4 ihr eal

Tim prutdrtua ui arilluia-l» wrrr . ahnlaln.il» aa In 
ihr Irrding valor ul xunoua rainas» lur livraiurk 
rrx.a.h .4 laving hrn» ami i-xan|ailalnai aa In I la rime 
■4 vaiur in rgg» |a.»lun d oxrr I hr riel I uinrtl
... . I» a all », ix atark.1 n n» .4. all »al» .4 farm 
prialurt», and iwpaiiallv nui.a-ruu» nrtr ihr Halm»ire 
ne Ih» imne ..i mam and Inifler liwee WWW hW-» 
■4 farm |airn pdr«l alantt ami rack» ul agnrullufal 
Imlbtli.» In .»» ioiin-1 «4 thr naan aaa a lj|r 
willing Ilia, him ami in another a arwing nun him 
far»» <4 an .4*1 Irh-t4i.au- arrr wallrml aUail «a» llr 
Irarhrr a drwk A imnlrl <4 a taggrrv H.aal .« a ahrti 
"low in rai.lleuu.l 
<4 lr»l-l»».k» in lln- «Irak, llnli w. II I 
•4 ru-n new. trading Immune, ar.lhluriu al laldid ami 
•«mya un xartuua ..wiim irlaling lu agnrullurr “

I lur imaiung prfhanr van.un .II»hr» .4 grain aprr 
mama and glam anb might I» wailing lly rarh 
would le a . aid la-aftng ll« namr 14 lie farm Iftwn 
wl.uh iaa* .4 ihr uldrr |*i|ah had lauughl H la.1. 
ha a mild le nul un in a ei.mil rhith leg, madr by 
ana ef ihr hi Hr gu» a» a arw..
•tad jeuv nlr.1 a Irwig in |eiMiiamhlp fia lie luwp. 
•«.)» ami gpb and nmlainril Veda umlrf whlrh lu 
• nlrf ihr numle« ul glam» .4 ihr wed riuimd, ihr 
..under wlnrh grew ihr |ertrnlagr i4 vialalil) 
umulet .4 alee ward wed* and .4hrr eel#, name» 
•4 Ihwr adullrianla, erighl .4 Irur ami vilaliar.l 
and ul fuul and alen ami -trad wok, ihr vaiur net 
l iwhrl in lie ha al l.uukrl ami lie rrwl niaikrl vaiur 
•4 Ihr mm|4m aflrv dead »rv»lr and ahrn R.allrf hall 
lean eulWrwrted

le |arer u lr.1 will, a arrxl eta Ik ul hrad ul g I____
an.I .1 In ruwld Irll Ha namr .4 lie ww.1 
whu tax aiglil tie efermen Inane “IT" and I hr 
nalur aaa wnllrn ia. »lalr# in laldrla, ihr nrw “IT"» 
Irlluig wlirir <1* «ml ..l aril aaa .-lUhrlrd II anv 
l.ilpil l*l..light in a »!». mu-11 Ihr namr ul whlrh hr 
lunueil ruuld nul give . xawrily, hr pant a lurfril 
If a Bfermen wa» lauuglil in M liwied in Ihr arhunl 
ralanrt whlrh e»at ruelamrd a rueanlmddr cullrc- 
ijuu H waa pla.rxl thnx ami Ihr I«w4 penman in 
>1* ~b>»4 «i. ir « lai» I lie it

Nrw and IHd ilaah
Neluiallx all the . internent and inirrwt i-euard a 

.«in u. lie arhuul, • huh epfa-ami dmwdrrl» Jim 
Irwin had lue |«l|ahi r.riuwe rarhrv than Ihr rvgulni 
It.air and t4lrn i. umining lain ut r.aiung lert un 
■Saluftleya a ten Ihrrr waa taanrlltuxg apa» lal la whirl.
■ t.x wnr uiirirwlrd Jun and anmr .4 lie l».ye 
rvm wxaknl rrflailx rvrmnga al Ihr taxy»' mtunt 
Ml ul whirh rained murb talk anaatg Ihr r. awrvallval) 
.nrhard parent» Thr wire Ihal ihwr naild le any
thing fundenu.iiallv ue in uxcftmwaag «4.1 ami ■
x. Iu*4 ■telh.-U Uluh- !.. ...
■rwnrd aleur.l Tu le Mgr rvery body liad ahreye 
lav.erd "me laarlMwl rduraime1* ami Jun Irwin'e 
farm artlhnelw I arm phywdugv. (arm wm*eg end 
writing, ruw-ltwling rtrrnaa ami aaalyaia. new «fuie 
and Ihr l.atmlo, I»«iltrv arul ptg rhilw whlrh hr w». 
laupeem# !.. hair ta o|rtalwwi thr teal 
thee amnad highlv pi«. teal el 1

The |wi|wb Ihwnarlvyw runt acted ihwr pguidenm 
m anihntWe “If in nrk IMl era lie of a te» I in Mi 
Kata Hr.ax4.rn » lane 3U aw nartad, dead ar >4 fera w 
am rw|ml4r <4 apeutiling. what pw aal .4 ihr mrd 
«41 grow • "If Ihr l.u.1 ent and deed wheal am.«ml 
■o .an*eighth In wrvghl .4 ihr mmn »kal .ini Mr 
llftuaaiu. pay |e* landvrl ha >h» «■--! » te», if .1 .... 
•un. II III Ul Ihr Ian, ami whal |ef rrwl .M hr haw 
•»V Ihr Wthillwwlnm» and Ihr |»»a whrwl*"

Kvm Ihr wry .mall wh>4»<» nrw am Ml wHhwii 
mlgyaalmg Ihag to de I mb* ihr hwdwfcfp af 
•hr |wip»l who had law ». 
they prnyx *1 a ramr ef liait ila h ath rhdd
le «anoure». I I» lorn aumr amt .4 ami Irian ihr
■ inlet hrlda. ndnakh me ihr aw»l ul wharb alUl

■ fang lu Ihr dnr.1 nw-plarbw, tail aovtaaa a weed 
"wear | niah waiadil lain# narrily wnpty lamh nine 
laam Halt» and warn arrtfa wmu..wrxl li.au ihr gram
■ a lhw« feihw • lane WHh Ihwe ihry ihinl l.afwi» 
•he nl Ihwr n.imtrr harm# Iwwaur IT hr «add

aaa nmerelde Ihal lie laayw and gwb 
I ha <4 leaWtael lh.net el wail I he wek 
J lrbph.an thru talk» end ibnnimlr»-

Ihr 
W» i

al ikato, ton. M wlhrr af 
mm new making a hghi 

kmd <4 rural nhnf, I'd anv 
ui you mal V«a»*w pM

„ taking
a ya.ua» mlwvat in île wxak nf lie h«an# lane, 
ark nag tpeaHrae and fwipeally dwt* am reine wtow 
•wring ruuld le madr m ranme epwtolaae HI l 

Likrwmr it waa ma» 
new training ■ I 
ng al Ihr rural HHI

■nae gixm l.y eWual ham »w elm hgppmed ' 
in Ihr .toll»i making rrpmiw. ihal aanillrr brlllfrw 
wed iMmnmrwiiwne nrw gma la .alew whu wrw 
.wttrd m by He wrw iracler BIT- I

We*, the anal arfward lawrhkgf « lew wee Ihr 
gfhatt The rfnhlwn wiwddn I hue anrthmg hid 
row» and hwe and and» end gma1 And hoe would 
Ihwr bayw and gwb gppawr whan Ihr pewela gW 
hand an Ihry niaJil maw to town They wenldnT 
haw any mNuw al all

Irrheg legal, to nw high In Ihr «oaabw* 4mnrl 
end H ndaanir.1 m a mpewi ihal Ike f mealy Nw|enn 

Ihr nwlnrl eheh ragggrd JW. 
a» Irerhef af Ihr 
Mm *-------«.mdru* waa Cm

TV untoM «4 rt waa ihel aarh 
wm. eapm.ug Ihel ihr «that leu 
valid roto oihwwve raai a wHe fag

fun Irma an Ihal V

He ledaww M Vi aeawbdaluw <He wee 
I pwuv we* in Ihr awgbhnfknadl 
rwrybhdv • wmwwr inn Iraa'i 

wane nw pekwl ihwr Inara aart ef 
• h» hai and (haw war nothing aeytedy

■V arbor4 fur Ihr

TV New Idea
la the garnirai a i vara dad Ihr 

•wdewl vwaang men nVam hrn *haaw 
Hr amk fywnib wrath a* lie »hddwa 
to IV dbirvw and Ihru lhwe eHk 
ihew wwiK wed IV wliandaaiw a' 
arha»4 hrxih» a* maeab TV low and 

H fane I lev gwe an kerwlv 
la Ihwr are 

neirwwr a ihr»
•tov eeev «Tk* iV tbilhwixh 
wrw wavwwd walk relaye, awl mat. 
•ere «4 b»»» m to language kaUix 
walbnaiw g»»w»apbv 'fax nrw
waa Irwaaaaa • « V » * •— » ika lavlJaala

toWhmb <4

TUI! BI BAL Mf-MDOi
TV 4>«) of "TV Brx.wa Mm." told m Ike tap. w an adnel lu dhaHrwir 

•e bw»m f.aw IV arw nbe of rural erhmj eabwwlee TV >4H wulum ihwl 
He Ihwa He WWW IV >mly Hue# aa ram wry to Irwah to ihe rural arbeml haa 
kmg lam alwmhmd Mubav »kwa aw «|i»».Vg IhwamH IV tuial dm- 

4 iV Pram» hrorm- - .al la. | nl hah an TV (Inidr IV nark
Ihal ■■ul lea* arluada to Muiblw. haakauteea* and A Berta air

IV a. I-.J Ida and ewk i
irwrtewl eehe to Ihrau to Ihrg 
arhewd lead kaowbelge w lean# 

wVi b I ring 
■ggnaiwd |4a> 
M InBoWe.l IV

ewring 4 hoi luurVw al am and how H n ewrnad ml nanymwwg nadiag.
~------ 1~‘ I rninmg, at# , I wag laimhl* Are iV pu|«b bwrwmg

ImJata end eeneeedr rwhe d wM let and aaaauwh* Aw Ihry beiwton 
turn and idmidy iV weed» and wdd Bnwiw and Ihrw labilei rwhe' 

« aa iVy al wwi— Mr a. none wwrdi and da ihry hmew IV Inal net hud <4 
««twmaaalmg ihrw.* Aw iV -t.litwi bwrwmg farm amhnetlr and othw 
farm pidbna to tV rVJ’ 
rwwlty gwei tom and 

al

fhtpmnlwulml. IV anmr------g lw.fi•v had ewwnrd iV awkward fww

Te» had 
I Varia ami

pleakiwg whel la Uwng xlma le make IV ml— 
i.. Ihe rewinliy ley* and gwb and ul mm p 
future bfr II w lahru Iti# gran lad iVi IV I 
eytormaienBy IrUlr.f into iV luipib We wewihf hV to know a 
•awe to IV way af arhuaf gaimto arbnuf law», arbaaf Hula <«| 
.«-Ur# erh.-4h.-ma and arhaal aepuipmaV. whel «an'iwto V»

Hdl a---I fnarnb iho'd 
ube >4 ■
we Vw iV H.wy 
ihrmurl -u-hua m iV ggt I

Aw Ihry drrwttog my Hude to iV hwe <4 
« Vi aw Ihry bwrwmg ehnwl iV ay atm» 4 
^BÉHBk^Bg IV "tear hr# age 

a —ana' Aw <t« imanla laktng any 
WVl » iV allitwdr <4 «V pewnto to 

Irwrhwxg* Wa abai V gbd to Vvw lVe» 
to b» IV rn—ben tin ihiwmel • af iV rwral

I Mtftwali iga m.f tV toat-lamV 
He had lagread iV .Vtrwt fuel and 
■ewe toi IV bun I fueaHww anb 
and bb ami m Baluftbyw- He had

■I al «Urne mbuwg
■tngl gbi lb •nkBMHBMi . ,

We imrt—aiwrlx went to bm ad IV week ad la dirt dm I rVb

•xih«e #ma m tww lemma We aw net nmbng Ik*
xtllwgr wheel el «V ywaanf Umr We naadd aba MV to i. 

gmad phui.mwpV •« dhwirwle iV btlew. duming pnrtwvdnrty gttta 
•third haitldiaga gugrb er taUaly '4*apr»a»i whe«4 a-el Imp dm» 
Thrw a an toe to iV bnglh ad «hear btlew tail ibt m»r V wrw lee .* 
•aw mb -4 tV (mpor -aafy end arwt m fdbd ant radbd Irttrw mat reach 
rv flaw* dbe Mat blag then Mae VI Ta IV wtWeg ad aerh -m ad IV 
Vat lew b< tor» #» rwaawve we wig drnata a np| ad I be iwgmrt.
TV Brown M-m whrh » M eady e nugbly ml. real mg atory bd IV 

VwtSiwaxtbnt leg law lag rural edxwwlaae to 
to Kdit.a TV r.rwm flfi.aaw' f»we* Wl

gwi bel.ef tom b toedying lifn
mndWhwn -He head bdwwd Ihe hmw 
to tato Uw mm af iV tore far 
taWtor-fel ytadd H» waa Wwdytog «V 
malice #4 a ## ay wall»» namary

na iV arbrdhamnJH 
■ bn IV leey»'to V imBI
rhaanry and afamag IV farm 
lb ki.gn.1 •« nad a .» agaraflw 
laua bv in -.mercium w.ik iV .

nanwtma arWh an 
IV naagb wvH net -4tow b» iV 
—rang igrtnae thaaa Vlnwa and IV 

I Ilk» and V rsprrted ihal nag af iV


