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Keen interest in the whole question of 
submarines has been aroused by the 
success of a (ierman submarine flotilla 
in sinking the Aboukir, the < ressy and 
the Hogu,e. Needless to say, the con­
troversy launched by Sir Percy ScotT’s 
letter in The 'l imes of June .-> last as to 
the relative efficiency of the battleship 
and the submarine in modern naval 
warfare has been heatedly revived.

As to what the submarine is and does 
the naval correspondent of the London 
Morning Post gives the following lucid 
de.seription :

A Submarine’s Eyes
“So much has been written concern­

ing what the submarine, by a flight of 
imagination, may achieve, that most 
people are somewhat uncertain as to what 
the submarine actually is and does. To 
begin with," she is shaped like a rig; r. 
and she carries a tower on her back. 
Inside the tubular steel hull, valves and 
tubes and pipes line the walls: aft, in a 
space so low that the engineers can 
hardly stand upright, are the internal 
combustion engines and the electric 
motors which drive the vessel when she 
is under water. Below the floor, or deck, 
of the inside of the hull are petrol and 
stores. Forward are the torpedo tubes. 
Amidships there projects downwards from 
the ceiling a thick brass column ending 
in a brass cross piece. Tins is the base 
of the periscope. When the boat is 
submerged and the officer desires to see 
what is going on above, he sets a hand 
on each arm of the cross-piece, w’hieh is 
level with his face, and rotates the column, 
while he looks into the mirror.

“In the mirror he beholds an image, 
little and bright, of a section of the- sea 
and horizon, and by swinging it round 
he ran scan the whole c ircle, reflected in 
t he periscope above, whic h is the eye 
of the steel fish. Alongside the- periscope 
is the upright steed ladder 'leading thru 
two hatches to the deck of the* conning 
tower, which is raised five or six feet

above the top of the hull. It is about 
four feet in diameter, and is protected by 
a breast -high rail lined with canvas. 
Here is the wheel, arid here, when the 
vessel is running awash, stand I lie captain 
and the quartermaster. In fine weather 
those of the crew who are not required 
below arc grouped on the little half-deck 
below the conning tower, just above the 
steel hull it self. Officers - and men are 
dressed in sea boots, sweaters and rough 
clot hing.

Engineers Squat Placidly
“'llie submarine running awash forges

“ The met hod of the submarine is i o 
cruise at economical speed, ten knots 
or less, ou I he surface, until she sights 
a hostile vessel. As she is so small she 
can see another vessel before tin* other 
vessel can see her. Then she sinks. 
The captain and the crew go below; the* 
hatches are closed ; and I lie captain, 
swinging his weight upon the cross-piece 
from tin* periscope, his eye upon I lie 
mirror, gives his orders The crew arc- 
lying along I lie sides, ready to turn valves 
on or off. The internal combust ion 
engines arc stopped and the* propcllor 
shaft is conjiected up to I lie- electric
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sullenly on-wards with a heavy grinding 
noise, I he water lift ing and dripping from 
the* gills which project on either side of 
her snout. Below, t he hull is filled w it h 
t he crashing of the furious engines eramped 
into the* narrow tube* of steel. The 
engineers .squat, placidly burning the* racing 
rods and pistons, in t he thick atmosphere 
tainted with fumes. ’Should the* sea water 
cuter the* hull and mix with petrol gas, 
the* fatal chlorine gas is formed, and the* 
crew arc suffocated.

motors. There* is a sudden silence.
“The process of submerging is a process 

in the brain of the captain. I Je has a 
mental picture* of what each tank contains, 
and how much weight is driven out 
forward or aft at each order, and what 
will be t lie- effect upon the* vessel. lie 
communicates this process to the vessel 
itself. lb* must first dip her bows slightly, 
then he-r stern, then bows again, arid so 
on. If he makes a mistake* I he* submarine* 
may dive* down, and then all is done.

The* process is reflected in the* brain of 
his lieutenant, who stands near by the* 
captain. In ordinary vessels, if an officer 
faints or makes a mistake, there are a 
dozen people at hand who can put it 
right, because* t hey know what ought 
to la* done.

“Not so inwlhe* submarine*. The^onlv 
person besicles the* captain who knows 
w hat is going on is his lieutenant ; but the 
consequences of a mistake would follow 
so quickly that t he* lieutenant could not 
rectify it. Nor would lie* know' in all 
probability that a mistake had bee*n 
ill. ele* until file* e*oiise*epicne*es began. The 
men lying beside I he* valves know' nothing 
except how to do what they are told. 
Nor is there* any sensation of motion as 
the* boat sinks. It serins to be as still 
as i| drawing room on shore*.

Steering When Totally Submerged

“The periscope, which is about the* 
size* of a saucer, remains about IS inches 
above* the* surface, and, viewed from the* 
dec k <»f a ship, all that is seen is a flitting 
pennalit of white spray, as it cuts the 
waves, like* av* sea bird's wing. In any 
ripple* it would be- almost imperceptible 
at two or I luce* hundred yards. Upon 
approaching to attack, I he submarine 
sinks lower and submerges her periscope*, 
so that her captain, looking in the mirror, 
sees his little* and bright picture wuished 
out in green t lie green of t lie* water. 
And from above nothing is visible* 
at all.

“The submarine is now blind. She* 
cannot see* thru water, bill she can steer 
a course*. 11er captain has made his 
calculations before* lie* submerged his 
periscope. And I lie* range of a (ie rman 
torpedo is about It,000 yards at 2.> or 110 
knots. The submarine can fire her tor­
pedoes, go about, presently rising until 
her periscope is above* water, then hersell 
continue* beneath the surface until it is 
safe* to rise*, and like* a whale, to breathe 
again.”

How Socialism Came to England
Government takes Control of Everything as a War Measure and runs it for the Bent ft of all the f}eople. 

Railways Nationalized and running very well National Marine Insurance 
and Paper Money Based on Government’s Credit

By JOHN S. STEELE in Manitoba Free Freetn

Two months ago anyone* who had <h- 
elared that England would have* be e n liv- 
ing under a socialist government within the* 
next few days would have been pit ied as 
a harmless lunatic. II he* had added that 
the* socialist government would have been 
administered by Mr. Asquith and Mr. 
Lloyd (ieorge and Mr. Churchill and all 
their eolle-agues of the* Liberal administra­
tion, with the* enthusiastic support of 
the Tory party, he would liafc been 
conside red a dangerous madman and run 
off prompt I v to the nearest pa<M< d 
cell.

All these* tilings, .however, have < one* 
to pass. England today is oviiig under 
a government which is so ma., I y -condi-l 
that tin* socialists can find no fault with it. 
Party polities have elisappe an/l and 
Lloyd (ieorge*. the Liberal chancellor of 
the exchequer, has as his right hand man 
in divising schemes for raiding revenue* 
and protecting t fie credit arid financial 
stability of Great Britain, AuTen Cham­
berlain, who held, his job in the* last 
Tory administraiiem, ami who was his 
sternest ami most unrelenting critic in 
parliament. Mr. Asquith, the* prime- 
minister arid Icaeier of the- Liberals, has 
as his chief helper Bonar Law , the I or 
b*ade*r. and I en*el Lansdowm* G working 
harel at the* foreign e,ffie*e* as an unpaid 
assistant to Sir Edward Grew. The* sarin* 
is true in eVerv department of the* govern­
ment. In England war with Germany 
has brought about the* time elescri be-el 
by Lord Macaulay, “When none was 
fe,r a party, but all were for the* -fate 
It fias all but. realize*el tin* second e*e,uple*f : 
“ Then the rich man hejpe*ei the* poor, 
and the* poor man love el the* great.” At 
any rate there* are toelay in England few

men who would dare, even if t lie*-y were 
base* enough t e* de-sire it, to ma ke* an unfair 
profit out e » f the* misfortum*s of I heir 
fellows, or to erife)pee* their legal rights 
harshly.

Eve n if t he*y eliel t ry t o e*n.fe,re*e* w hat 
have* hit he*rt e, be*e*n 1 he ir rights, they 
woul‘1 find t he m«l vcv brought, up with 
a ve*ry short turn by the* judges ami the* 
e-ourts. English judge's have* ce*aseel fe>r 
I he* time at le ad t e, eh al emt law and 
have* se t 1 he-rrisel ve*s to doing just b e- 
t e*ifipe*re*el with merely.

Stopping Panic
When war was ele*e*Iare*el em Germany 

it was see n at eme*e* that, unle-s.s sem'ie- 
tliirig was -’done* t o e,rgani%e* the* life* ejf 
the* nat iem in aee-e#re|ane*e* with tin* ne* w 
ceirielit iems, t here* we, UI el be* eme* e,f t he 
r11e>st elisa.st rous coni me re in I and finan- 
e ial panics the* we,riel has e*ve*r known. 
T he* whole* fa brie* of cre*eiit on which 
traele* re*sts was shaken. Individuals 
hast e-m-el t e, wi t h<lra w golel fmrn t In- 
bank a ml he,are| it. 'I here* was a rush, 
e*li ie* ft y e.f panie-.*,t rie-ke-n we,men, t e, buy 
fe>e>e| in large q uant it ie*s ami store* it. 
Pe*e,p|e be*gan t e, talk abemt t lie* tho.Us- 
arids of une*mp|e,ve*e| that would se>e>n 
be- walking the* st.re-e-ts, ami a11e,gct lie r 
it looked as if Englaml w e*&* going to 
ele fe-at, not by t lie* (,e*r mans, but by he-r 
own foam.

'I he-ri the* ge, ve-rn merit steppeel in. 
Half a. elozcri slmrt acts e#f .parliame nt 
we* re* pas.se-el. Each e,f them font airieej 
per haps a, hundred we,rds ami t e,e,k fia.lf 
an hour to pasi thru all it-, stages in be,t h 
house*-. J he* rne,-.t insignificant bill Usual­
ly takes weeks, ami t h<-<* efiangeel the* 
w hoi# thee,ry e,f the- ge,vi*rrirm*rjt in Eng­

land. They we*re* introduced, re*ad t.lirec 
times in e-ach house*, one of the* miirisle*rs 
sa i e 1 a few we>rels in e-xplanat iem, perhaps, 
and eme* of the* former opposition le*aeh*rs 
aehlcel a fe w more* and they became* law.
I hey gave* the* ge>v_e*rnnient vuriems 

pe,w ers, an e| tin* ge, vein incut at oiicc 
preie e e-ele-el t e, exercise* them.

National Railways
( )n< of tin* first ael s was the* nation 

alizat iem for tin* time* at least e,f all tin- 
rail wavs. I Imre- was none* e,f the- trouble* 
w 11ie■ 11 I'conoinnls ha ve* eh e lare el wemjel 
a 11 <*nel anything se» gigantie* as tin* nat ion 
alizat iem of tin* railways e,f Englaml.
I he* ge,ve*rnnu nt just took the m. Tin- 
railway staffs been mu*, for tin* time* be*ing, 
state* «* m pi e ,y e*e* s, arnl a e-e,m mitt e*e* t e, 
manage* tin* railway system of Gnat 
Britain ami I re-la ml was for me*el fnmi t he- 
ge-ne-ral pianage-r^ of tin* obi eompanie-s. 
I he* i rn me elial e* e fle e t was an e-neirmous 

e*e*e,ne,my jn we,iking. Of course*, tin- 
first work e#f the* railways was to earry 
t roe,ps and military supplies eluring tin 
rrn,bilizaI ion, but it i -, remarkable* how 
I it I I- tin* publie- was i mem,ve*ni<*m*e*el e* ve*n 
<1 u r i ,i g this pe* rient, N o e,ru* who really 
w ant cel t e, go ariyw ln-re- was unable* t e, go. 
It i true* that t In-re* we re* fe*we*r trains 
ami that time* tables were* some* what 
eli-.orga.niz el, but. the* fact is that tin* trains 
got thru am! carrie-el all e,f the* general 
pu blie* w ||(, wisheel t e> t ravel, ami all t In- 
freight. that ha.e| t e, be* mo Ve-el. \Vh<*n t he 
mobilization was ov< r a m*w time: table* 
was announced, which gave* the* publi ­
ai I tin- railway facilities it r<*quire*el, but 
e*li mi nat e*el all tin wasteful a riel silly 
e*e,rnpe*t it ion be*t Wce-ri I i ru-s e-e, ve-ripg t In* 
-a me- district-î Th<- we,rk * w a - -,i iripb.

eli vide el be*t we*e*n tlmm, ami only t rains 
enough to earry the* traffic were* run. 
Whe-t Imr the* railways e-ve*r return to 
private* eiwne-rship or not, after the* war 
ami t Imre* are* many highly placed English­
men win, think the*y will not it is certain 
that there* will be* no me>re of this kind 
of compel it iem.

Question of Finance
I lie* ne xt thing tin* government taekled 

was tin* quest ion of finance*. Fortunately 
August 11 was a bank hedielay ho that the* 
people* vve re* unable* te, rush te, the* banks 
on that day and carry e>ff all the* available* 
gold. 'ITie* governfnent d *e*iel *el to extend 
tin* holiday for tlire*c el ays me>re* so that, 
tin* banks remained e* | os e * e I f e>r the* most 
of a we e-k. When the* v re*e>pe*neel pceeplc 
Intel ealmeel down, but. iimre* than that, 
in the* inte rim the* government had printed 
and issued milliems of fyô noU*s -the* 
smallest note* in Englaml hitherfe» has 
be*e*n for had marie* postal e>rele*rs
for smalb*r amounts legal tender and had 
guaranteed these* notes and postal orelers 
with all the ereelit of the* I ni ted Kingelom. 
I In* fe w fe>olisli persons who rushed to 

the* banks te, draw emt. their rnejney 
we*re* paid in m>te*s and the* pa nie* was 
e*hee*ke*el. Another financial step was tin* 
declaration e,f a moratorium postponing 
the* paym<*nt of ele*bts for a month.

Food PriceH
In the meantime, he>we*ve*r, there had 

been something like* a foe>el panic. People 
imaginerl that the German fle*e*t. would 
make the import of food impossible. 
Briee-s be gan te» soar and peoph* began 
to rush te, the* stores to buy food for 
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