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which showed that heavier than alr flight was within mans
reach at that time.,

Otte Lilienthal was borm May 24, 1849 at Anklam,
Pamsrania, Prem his beyhood he was much interested in rmane
flight, and whem omnly 13 years old began practical experie
nents with his drother Oustavas, Their first wings consisted
L 1light flape f@tumd to the arms, Being naturzlly enough
afrald of the ridicule of their scheol fellows they made
their experimsnts by night, Unsucescssful was were all their
efferts to get started by running dowm hill, the ambitienm
to fly mever left Otte Liliemthal, and later whem at College
he Look up Lhe work sgain making careful measurements of the
supporting power and resistance of birds® wings. In 1891 he
. built an spparatus laler to be nowm as a glider,

It consiated of a large sustaining surface of adout
150 agq. ft, arched in form like & huge wing, ¥With this he
made thousands eof gliding descents, and Decame very expert
in balamcing hiz machine in the alr,

He believed that the art of dalamncing in the wind
mist first De learmed in tMo practical way, and showed first,
that properly curved surfaces were much more cfficiemt than
flat ones, and second, thet success was more likxely to de ob=
tained by first develeoping an efficient 31!4'01', and them ap=
plying power te it, than by =ttespting to duild a cemplete

power-drivem machine as Maxim did,
Lilienthal met his death while experimenting with

his glider in August 1896, Seme claim that a guy wire which

supperted his wings gave waye Others that a gust of wind
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