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The potato is the
most extensivelyv culti-
vated plant in the
world. A native of
the mountainous
regions of the tropics, it has been taken out
to every corner of the earth, and thrives under
conditions ranging from equatorial heat, almost
to polar cold@® Potatoes, on this continent,
have been grown bevond the arctic circle. In
South America they are cultivated beyond the
climatic limits of the cereal and most other crops.
Bushel for bushel there are more potatoes grown
each year, than any other crop cultivated, of
which statistics of acreage and vield are estimated
The uses to which the potato may be put are
nearly as wide as the climatic conditions under
which it may be grown. One thinks of the potato
as a human food, but less than half the total
crop each year goes into consumption as a food
for man. In Europe, millions of bushels are con
verted into alcohol, millions of bushels more are
used in the manufacture of starch, thev are dried
and used in breakfast foods, fed to hive stock and
used for as many purposes as wheat or our
cereal grains, unless perhaps, corn

In the Dominion of Canada, the potato does
not rank very high in importance in agriculture,
manufacturing or commerce, generally Our
market is almost entirely a home one, there 1s
small demand for alcohol for use in the production
of heat, power or light and little market for starch
Hence most of the potatoes grown on our tarms
and entering trade pass into human consumption
as food. In the United States, the crop 1s more
extensively grown, in comparison with the other
crops cultivated, than it 1s here, and some year:
a large proportion of it 1s used in manufacturing
But despite this, the demand for the potato
as a food, and the supply of the commodity
not the extent to which it 1s required as a raw
material in manufacturing, determines the price
at which potatoes shall be sold. The supply of
potatoes, it must be remembered, fluctuates
more widely perhaps than any other crop [t 1s
one of these crops that cannot be carried over
one vear from another, so that the size of th
crop each vear determines the price f 11
paid for it. There are never any potato reserve
as there are reserves of corn, wheat, oats, pork
and other non-perishable commodities. There
fore, potato prices fluctuate within wider limit:
in a country that depends entirely upon its homi
market. and the human food demand, than doc
any other Crop grown [t 1s not unusual to se
1;«;(:‘Lu«'\ three times the price one vear that thesy
were the vear before This present winter wi

had an example of the way values jump jus

"
spon as supplies are touched. Frost was said
have damaged seriously the potatoes stored in
Alberta and British Columbia 'here wa

small quantity n store 1n Winnipeg, and about

and farmers’ hand

the usual quantity n dealers

in the country Prices simplv advanced froi

Dbout 40 cents a bushel one week to 80 or 90 cent
} 1 + ) 1 \ v 1 %

M Dushe e nex \ O711¢ ever saw vheat

move up the scale of value at such speed as that

or anyv other commodity almost that men trade 11

I[n this country we have mnot:gone into the

notato erowing business

Down in Eastern Canada where populat:
miore dense and agriculture more intensive

rried 1 i he notati ' OV ¢ letrict

THE POTATO AS

in potato growing that figure into money more
rapidly than it may be made in most tarm crops
Following are some experiences in potato growing
contributed by promanent growers 1 various
parts, though mostly from Manitoba, where
marketing facilities are better than in the far
West, and farmers apparently, less inclined in the
desire to occupy all the land in sight at one crop
ping. The districtsadjacent to Winnipeg have
been heavy potato producers for many vears
now, however, the potato growing terrtory is
spreading out, until the province 1s fairly uniform
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Member of Canadian Seed Growers’ Association, and Prominent
Grrain Growe f Neepawa District
listrict by district, in its output of this crop 1

Saskatchewan and Alberta, the potato is erown
chiefly for local consumption, thoueh some vears
considerable quantities of Alberta potatoes enter

the general trade British Columbia 1
potato growing province with manyv possibilitic
To such difficulties in the wav o rowing
ire  1ncident to the shortn of the seaso

must be some difficultic in the w
maeai t1in one reviews the deve opment
1y lepartment of aericultur 1 1ve-stock
rearing, in any section of the world, he is impre
ed at once with the importance of everv produicer
whatever commodity 1t may be that ectl
roducin specializing in the production of one
wrticular kind of that commodit A secti
mt1 that bree notl M1y Clvdes:
OTS¢ 1 better place f{ T 1es vle bree
to live in than any other e
nore readily and at bette ( { ¢
¢ ¢ erate 08 } b ¢ §
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A FARM CROP

In the letters which
tollow most pPrac-
tical points of potate
cultivation are discus.
sed,but for brevitv ang
by wayv of summarizing the ideas expressed it
may be said that the potato thrives best in a cool
rich soil, plentifully supplied with moisture.
The seed should be planted sometime between the
10th and 25th of May, in rows from 30 inches to
3 feet apart, and covered 4 inches at least with
soil.~ The sets or seed should be about 16 inches
apart in the rows, and each set of sufficient size
to nourish two eyes. Preparation of the land
previous to seeding should consist of good

plowing in the fall, the application of well rotted

‘i('(']\
manure if the soil requires 1t, plowing again in
the spring Planting, 1f any quantity 1s grown,
i1s most economically done by use of the planter
After seeding cultivation consists of thorough
harrowing of the surface after the potatoes ar
planted, and harrowing once or twice a week afte;
wards until the plants show through the surface
\s soon as the rows may be seen, the scuffler, or
two horse cultivator, mayv be started, and this
will provide all the cultivation necessary during
the season

[f bugs are numerous it 1S necessary to spray
the patch once or twice during the summer
adding somewhat to the cost of growing, and if
blight appears it may become necessary to treat
the crop with Bordeaux mixture, but blight hae
not yet appeared to any extent in this country
or bugs either for that matter, and the bulk o
our potato crop 1s raised without treatment

with either insecticide or fungicide How long
ve may remain in this fortunate condition is
difficult to forecast In Ontario, fifteen vears
O potato diseases were unknown, but now
ome season nd i some sections thev destrov

the entire crop

In harvesting the potato crop, if one has any
considerable acreage, a digger 1S a necessit A
digging machine may be purchased for a hundred
dollars or less, and saves its cost 1in manual labor
in a short timt ['he machine lifts the tubers

shakes the soil from them and leaves the crop in a

row on the surface, cleaned of earth andieasily
picked up As to selling it is probably as well
for the average farm grower to sell directlv from
the field, unle he h convenient facilities for
" If he } *4 to carry the croj i~
t 1 into the winter at least

considerable difference of opinion a

1 COTT¢ 1‘*“‘!!"" as to the cost per ¢
Ol Taising potatoe oome estimate the cost as
over $40.00 per acre nd some as low $17.00
[t 1s probable that the average cost one ve with
t he 10 ( exNCel $35.00 per acre ¢ 11
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first week, and every
and every way. Har

[ grow about twen
vear and advise grow
than one can reasona
[ like best for an ear
Bureka and Drew Sta:
MacGregor 1s coming t
manv varieties of pot
if we had one or two ]
would be better.

As I have said 1 h
tops are showing 9 1n¢
and as soon as theroy
and go through the fi
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Potatoes should b
tow early frosts and
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For harvesting |
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Plowing
Cultivating
Planting
Harrowing
Scuftling
Hoeing
Harvestin

Seed 15 bushel
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