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LfeoniaiOBion lit the proHont day which lays milch 
c* on the doctrinea of the Atonement, and of .liiati 
«tion That tlieae doctrinea ar»> contained in some 
h ne iô the New Testament is uiHjrieatiouahle, hut 
>taBl»tter of historical fact that the particular forma 
IklyaHKum»' amount the Salvation \rmy~to take a 
j-ooioent example of the moment were unknown 
yythe nixtcenth century, and made no part of the
feliKions conw'iouineaa of 
Their modern ad lierait ta sa y
find them in the Hiblo: but they tin-1 them, not he 
oease originally or really there, Imt as read into it 
under the influence of a jaiweiful, though very late, 
tndilion. All-1 that of the separate laaltca into 
which Christendom is the number of aucli traditions 
is m least aa large as ilividcal. Ono group of societies 
follow* the tradition of Luther, another that of Calvin.
«third that of Zwingli or Karel, a fourth that of Wes 
ley. T*t other* those of Swedenlmrg or Irving. And 
the Roman Church lias in ap|M>aranco the most bulky 
traditional apparatus of any, because the paragrapli 
in the Creed of Tins IV., which hinds the Roman 
Catholic to acceptance of " the \|x»stolical and eccle 
difti»! trailitions . . . of the same ( linrcli." covers 
the whole mass of A-ct« and Canons of the Councils, 
the whole growing srV" of Tapai Bulls, briefs, ami 
oooetitnlions, the enactments of the (.fanon Law, and 
*11 the decree* of the Roman Congregations on points 
of hutb, practice, an-1 morals—a tolerably com pro 
beoeife catalogue, but utterly elusive, not merely by 
reMOO of it* enormous hulk, making it inacct ssihle to 
tUbota few indnstrioua scholars, hut becan-o it can 
be and constantly is set aside, as observed aliove, in 
favoor of any opinion or practice w hich finds favom 
with the “ living voice ol the Church." that is, tin 
ecclesiastic»I authorities for the time being ; as was 
comptebensively expressed by Pius IX. in his phrase :
“ Trndisione, son I-»."

Such being the state of the ease, it i< clear that the 
practical question for every Christian who desires to 
be at one in belief and in all important points of prac 
tice with the primitive Church, is what tradition shall 
he follow. He cannot escape some tradition, oveu if 
it be M new a* the jnst revive»! Knsebian text of the 
Greek Teetameut. Au-1 after all, no canon is more 
MtMfaotory than that of Vincent of I verms in the fifth 
century—“ That which has been handed down every 
where, always, and by all."

It has been objected with much plausibility against 
this maxim that, even if its theoretical adrquency he 
granted, it is impossible of application, Iwcauae no 
such entire universality of agreement in fact attaches 
to any tenet or usage amongst Christians. But the 
greater part of the carrent variations disappear when 
we limit the word “ always " to the period between 
die foundation of Christianity and the first enuncia 
fiou of the maxim itself ; which is of course what 
Hneent intended. Nor can we suppose him to have 
been ignorant of so broad a fact in Church history as 
the long conflict with Ananism, lor example, which 
•Meetsthe uou-universality of Trinitarian doctrine in 
Christendom ; so that a metaphysical exactness of 
interpretation is not to tie pat on his canon in order to
discredit it.

ÎM real force and character will appear by com par 
jnR ft with what is its almost ex net analogue in Eng 
£h jurisprudence. Side by side with the Statute 
Nook, which may ho termed the legal Bible, there is 
another code known as the •* Common Law," which 
now not rest for its sanction on any statutes now ex 
wit, but on long usage recognised by judical decis 
jona. In order that auy claim to come uuder the heat 
oi common law may be established, it is necessary 
Wit should fulfil these conditions : (1) It must not 

merely local custom or usage, such, for example, 
k*U<*’ w*nc'1 *H confined to the county of Kent 

U U rnust be legally “ immemorial," that is, at lea«t 
®«ly as the reign of Richard I. ; (8) It most have 

O , recognised in all Courts of the realm when 
m them. Any one can see that this is a per- 

r ■ w°ïkable principle, though it would be easy to 
ment ^*V,, n8 objections to the ideally perfect fulfil 
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The Bov. Dr. Mockri-lge select»--! as In, t< xt " Sin 
hath done what she could."—St. Mark xn S. The 
reverend preacher defend»-1 tin Rinr-c he was pur-u 
mg in ad-lressv.ig one sex, by allu liiig to tin: custom 
ol sermons being delivered to special classes. Hr 
then proceeded w armly to » ulogi/e the work of women 
in the Church, an-1 s|l0we,l bow the lot of woman 
tih- 1 been raised and sanctified by Christianity. From 
this lie pmceeded to argue that the spin re of woman 
m the home and Church was different from man’s, 
arising from the respective jxiwers an-1 capacities 
and tantes of the sexea being so -litTvrentiateil as to 
render them complementary to each other, and 
equally valuable in the work of Christ.

Coming now to his subject, Dr. Moekri-lge said as 
follows : Christian women, we must d»-pen-l upon 
vou to a gr<;at extent for carrying on the work o! 
Christ. There are duties connected w ith it that you 
are by nature adapted for. Teaching in Sunday 
xchool is one of them, earing for wicked and nnioitu 
uate women is another, nursing the sick an-1 helping 
the working classes when they are in trouble, is 
another ; ministering to those that »»<■ ./re ahniyi /•my 
iti<i f«r—“those who, in this transitory life, are in 
trouble, sorrow, ueetl, sickness, or any other ad ver
ity," is another. If we pray, let us work 

ilow then shall women set about doing that for 
which they are so well fitted ? In the first place 
there must lie the inner consecration to God. Then

We are. indeed, making a mistake that we have, in 
this countrv, no such order as this. Teople who live 
ii- their own comfortable, perhaps luxurious homes, 
who never go down amongst the distressed and tin 
poor, may belittle such a work as this . hut those 
wh<) know w bat it is to see the distress which ever» 
now an-1 then » ornes upon the working classes and 

I tin- poor, must feel how valuable it would he. Not
I long ago a man came to bury his oldest boy : soon af
II r lie came with the same request for his second 
Ibov. Last Sunday a woman came to tell me that the 
qio >r f- How's wife had -lied of a broken heart, an<i 
! that there was no one to help him in any wav in the
hou-e, except the neighlotir--. She sairi, “We will 
help him (she was a Roman Catholic* if yon will let 
us, an-1 our s'sters will take the children—six of 
them to their own homes ready for the purpose, and 
tiling them up with every watchful care. In the 
face of this I felt so utterly helpless that I was much 
impressed by it. And, of course, similar events are 
oecurt ing all the time.

If then (are thousands of women idle in our churches 
today, it is because the Church will not give them 
proper systematic work to do. To be plain, we want 
-m order something like the Sisters of Charity in the 
Church of Rome. Whatever the particular appoint
ments or details may he, we want some such order. 
All denominations are beginning to feel the want of 
some such organization. Wre may have our Young 
Women's Associations and Ladies' Aid Societies, but 
they stand in the relation to women consecrated to a 
life work with nothing to do but that) as laymen do 
to clergymen, or as volunteers to regulars.

To shew the need that is felt of this, let me quote 
the words of an eminent Methodist minister, of the 
United States. Speaking of the Sisters of Charity, 
tie says : “Claiming to be intensely loyal to Protest 
autism, we stand in this presence of Protestants and 
ay that this vast association of unmarried ladies, 

uniformed (the better to protect them from msnlt, 
and introduce them in their official character) has 
performed a long continued and eminently self-sacri- 
fieing work that should win the encomiums of every 
candid admirer of womanly heroism. For three cen
turies, in every land over which bends heaven’s arch, 
they have coveted the repulsive labor of nursing the 
ick in hospitals, regardless of their faith, rank, na-

, must oe tue muer tons, crauon to uou. men ht ^verty or disease. Eternity alone will
must t>e the desire to work, h.-canse it is working for . . . ,i " arsons have aconm-
Christ. What a priceless thing it is to have the 
heart, the wish, the desire do good. There are 
people who do good under the lash of duty. They 
see that certain things ought to be done, that it l 
reasonable that thpy should be done, and they goad 
themselves on to the doing of them. But have yon 
to goad the young woman on to attend places of pub 
lie amusement ? Have you to urge her to buy ex 
travagant dress, ami to adorn lierself with costly at 
tire ? No, the desire is there. The first thing want 
ed then, is the life given to God. That should be the i .. _,true adornment of woman-“Whose adorning," ^ | operation and support.
St. Paul, "let it not he that outward adorning of 
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, and of put 
ting on of apparel ; but let it lie the hidden man of 
the heart, m that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit; which is, in the 
sight of God, of great price.

Yon notice this—the more a woman cares for God. 
the leas she cares for dress and outward show ; the

develop what these consecrated persons have accom
plished in the alleviation of human distress." *

These are brave, true words ; and, considering the 
source from which they come, striking and sugges
tive. Oar good old Church in the motherland has 
been speaking and acting on the sentiments contained 
in them for many years. It is a movement which 
we hope soon to have established in our own country. 
We need some snch consecrated order of women, and 
the movement to establish a sisterhood with this end 
in view, will receive, so far as it goes, my hearty co-
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more nearly she approaches to what her Lord would e.C. EhglasI).—The catalogne contains ne
iave her to be, the more retiring and womanly she I a representative collection of English and For

oecomes, for it is not womanly to be perpetually seek Lj theology as it is well possible to get together,
ing excitement and public admiration. The contents consist of between 1,100 and 1,300 arti-

Of course there are women closely tied by domes- cle8 comprising a collection of Biblical, Patristic, 
tic duties. All right. That is their place. The true I \iedia_.val and Reformation Literature, Old-Anglical 
mother is one that watches her children the closest. I puntan and Non conformist Theology of every de* 
She sleeps only when they sleep ; she rejoices only Option by authors of the Greek, Roman, English 
when they rejoice. From them small duties will be varjona other Churches from the Apostolic times 
expected. All that Christ wishes to say of any wo
man is, “She hath done what she could." But there I  ________ ^____
are women who have a great deal of money and time gtepbanus, Day and others, down to the latest mod
al their disposal. Give such the inner consecration eyn pnblications. It is a valuable book of reference 
to God, and oh ! what they could do for Him ! to all interested in the great department of literature

But in connection with what you can do for God, Lf which it treats.
all thinking Churchmen mast see that we are making ________ —
a great mistake in not systematising woman's work.
We want some von$rvratnl ordtr of women to do work. . ^ aw # /» i A
1 do not see why a consecrated order of women should J 0f vl/ ijUnI) ÿtEiUS»
be any more dangerous than a consecrated order of| ” " ®
men. Yet I belong to a consecrated order of men, 
and all Christian ministers belong to the same. They! 
are set apart to-do G<x|'8 work. We know them by
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the conditions (as, for instance the very men of their work. Why should it not be so with
women ? We have women who are poets, and authors 
and artists. They can take their place side by side 
with men in the very highest w
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and dioceses of Christendom generally as fled toxio. ana women doing what women are q 
1 such challenge and resistance as image-wor- fled to do ?

place side ny siae i Shkrbbookb.—-St. Peter't Church. It is S^^f^ng 
iSks of life; why to learn that the Rev..J-

should they not have" their consecrated order to do minister at Christ Church, Otta , , gt
Christ's work as men do it, not onZ of their sphero, nomination of the Bishop ^
but in their sphere, men doing what men are .<mah- Peter s Church in this o*ty. H M

duties at- Easter next. ZShe < „ _
Peter’s Cburoh it % large and wealthy one, and ever


