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THE PLAGUE. -

e

The plague which is causing such a
sensation in Eastern Europe at present
was first heard from Astrachan on the
8rd inst., when it was reported that of

195 cases on the first two days of the
year 143 bad proved fatal, a rate of
wortality sufficient to exclude the idea
that the disease was typbus. It bad
shown itself previously, and the occas-
jon of the sudden extension was a thaw.
Tts first appearance was in the Cossack
village of Vetlyanka soon atter the re.
turn of two Cossack regiments from
the war in Asia Minor. Typhus bhad
prevailed among the men. but their
clothing and effects had been famigat-
ed—probably imperfectly—and to this
the disease was traced, being announc-
ed as typhus. Sickness begap to pre-
vail towards the close of November; in
the second week of December the daiy
mortality in a village of 600 souls was
3 per cent.; then a panic seized the
people, who would neither succor the
sicknor bury the dead, and they fled
carrying the infection and terror with
them. Even when it became clear that
the disease was not the typhus, but the
plague, the Russian authorities were
remiss in checking it and preparing for
it. This remissness is the more inex-
cusable, apart from the question of in-
ternational obligations, because of the
pectliarly disadvantageous  circnm-
stances under which Russia finds her-
self,—with a popnulation never notable
for its observance of sainitary laws, and
at present enfeebled by hardships cou-
sequrnt upon war and partial famine,
and with an extremely limited body of
medical men, which the war has great-
ly depleted. The disease bas spread
along the course of the Volga towards
the north and west, till now it threat-
ens Moscow and Europe generally. Ex-
pert pbysicians declare it to be the
plague, and the symptoms which are
described—* beadache, accompanied by
fever and swelling of the glands’'—are
those of the plague. The true plague
according to McCready, “in a contag-
ious tever characterized by an eruption
of carbuncles and baboes,” and it is ad-
did that in ceass in which these glandu-
lar swellings appear are “attended
with a bigher ¢rade of fever, and with
profound depression of the vital forces ;
bheadche, restlessness, caills aud vertigo

" are commonly present,” &e., &e. Mor-

bid anatomy hitherto has added nothing
to. the knowledge of the disease, of
which a majority of the patients die in
severe epidemics, convalesence being
tedious in the event of recovery. Ot
the treatment all that can be said ix
that local applications have to be made
to the eruptions ; the patient’s strength
should be supported and the hygienic
conditions possible be establisted—the
rest is with nature.

The last appearance of the plague in
Europe was in 1844, and thereatter till
1858 it was not recognized as existing.
Since the latter year it has been occur.
ring at intervals in the form of scatter-
ed local epidemics in various parts of
Persia and Ar.bia. Three years ago
Mr. Netten Radeliffe called the special
attention of the Eunglish Society of
Medical Officers of Health to the threat.
ening nature of these epidemics and the
high probability that the disease, if it
should assume an active character of
diffusiveness, would penetrate not only
into Europe, but also to Great Britain,
the seats of the disease being in close
and constant communication with Rus-
sia by land and the Mediterranean ports
There seems little reason to
doubt that the plague has gradaally
assumed an increasing Jdegree of viru-
lence and of intectivity, and that the
outbreaks in Astrachan and the adjoin-
ing provinces-are links in a chain of
continued progress towards the west.
Less than two years ago the plague vis-
ited Resht, a Persian town at the south-
west angle of the Caspian, which in
1832 was smitt-n by the pestilence, 20,-
00u0 out of its 40,000 inhabitants falling
viebims in a few weeks, and the city

.being reduced during the panic to the

condition of a *charnel house, a city
of the dead ; no living creature was to
be seen in it, and those who had heen
abandoned by their friends died from
sheer want.” Resbt was invaded in
1877 from two Persian villages at the
south-east angle of the Caspian ; the
plague has now stepped from the south-
west up to Astrackan, at the north-east
corner.

The opinion of a recent English wri-
ter was, that it was by no means un-
likely that the contagion woald over-
step the barriers erected by the Russian
authorities. It is too subtle, and the

ibilities of evading quarantine are

numerous to allow much to be hoped
for from official precautions, or even
the cordons of troops drawn around the
infected districts to stop fugitives have
every prospect of becoming fresh cen-
tres from which the disease may be dis
tributed. An absolute and complete
guarantine, which would certainly ar-
rest the plague, is bardly to be estab.
lished, especially in these times of the
increased complexity of human inter.
cotirse. Btill, though the disease is as
fornridable as it was two centuries ago,

when it last visited England, it is con-
fidently asserted that the provisioms of
the British sanitary laws and the pow-
ers of the local authorities to deal’with
epidemics would be found sufficient to
confine and localize any eases that
might occur and render them merely
pathological curiosities. London, at
the time of the great Plague, was 1n-
conceivably filthy, and there was no or-
ganization for the isolation - f safferers
from infectious maladies and for the
prompt suppression of epidemics.

The plagues recorded in history are
almost numberless, and in many 1o-
stances their ravages, though trutbhfully
set down, seem incredible. Defore the
great plague of 542 many disastrous
epidemics had beeo noticed. The first
general plague which visited all parts,
of the then known world broke out 1n
767 B.C. In 534 B. C. Carthage was
so sorely smitten that women sacrificed
their children to appease the angry de-
ities ; in 461 there died at Rome and
its environs 100,000 people. Thucy-
dides bas grapbically depicted the
plague which visited Athens B.C. 403,

laving waste also Egypt avd Ethiopia.
Pliny records a pestilence in the Arch-
ipelago, Egypt and Syria in 188 B. C.
which swert off 2,000 persons a day
during its continuance. Rome there-
after was repeatedly scourged. A. D.
80,10.000 personsare said to have died
daily during the pestilence; and anoth-
er plague swept through the Empire in

‘167-9; still another in 189, while be-

tween 250 and 265 many towns were
depopulated and many provinces ravag-
ed, the daily mortality at the capital
being 5000. The great plague of 542-
5 began in Egypt and Asia Minor,
swept over Syria, Persia and India, Liid
waste the north of Africaand in Europe
devastated Constantinople and the By-
zantine Empire Italy and France. It
began at Alexandria, whose inhabitants,
according to Paulus Diac nus,*“ brought
this terribie judgment aupon the mselves
and their innocent neighbors” by their
reckless gluttony, bringing on * yearly
fevers and dargerous indigestions.” In
542 Alexandria is said to have lost 500,-
000 of her people by this scourge, and
for miles around the city the fields were
covered. with unburied corpses. For
three months from 5,000 to 10,000
deaths occurred daily at Constauntino-
pie; whole provinces were abandoned
and cities died out, to remain vacant
for many yvears, From 75,000,000 to
120,000,000 of victimsare said to have
perished in the three continents. But
though Egvpt, Syria and Persia were |
scourged, Arabia and the Caucasuses- |
caped ; and while Northern Italy suffer-
ed severely, but few seaports in Alba-
nia, Morocco and Sicily wer» affected.
Just two centuries later Byzantium
and the neighboring coasts were sorely
visited, but the next great general pes-
tilence was thatat the wmiddle of the
fourteenth century. According to the
Chinese, the pestilence broke out there
about 1333, following great earthquakes
and floods with their usual attendants,
failure of crops and famine. FErie it
reached Europe, this pestilence is said
to have destroyed 13,000,000 people in
China, and nearly twice as many in
Eastern Asia and Northern Atrica. It
visited every part of Europe‘from Spain
and Italy to Scotland and Russia. This
was the terrible “ Black death.” Boc-
caccio’s “ Decameron” recalls its rava
ges in Florence in 1848. Half of the
population of Italy are said to bave died
ofit. In London there were 200 bur-
ials daily in the Chbarter House yard.
The Jews were massacred by wholesale.
the popular rage turning on them as
the suppused authors of the pestilence,
No accusation was too monsterous to be
believed of them. They were charged
with poisioning the streams and wells,
and many of them even slew themselves to
escape the hideous tortures prepared for
them. Bands of Flagellants and other
fanatics went from town to town, lash-
ing and torturing themselves to expiate
the sins of the people—and spreading
the infection. The terror stricken
wealthy enriched the monasteries ‘with
offerings of gold, and which they were
obliged to cast over the wals and
through the locked gates. People went
to sea to escape the pestilence, and
ships filled with the dead and the dying
were cast upon distart strands, thereto
communicate the contagion. Men took
refuge in forests and caves, only to find
death there awaiting them. In the
epidemic of 1373-5 four million people
are said to have died in the Byzantine
Empire. Russia, Germany, France,
Italy and Northern Spain, but as the
earlier scourge bad spared the Moham-
medan countries, where the inhabitants
were more (emperate and cleanly, as it
was observed that the pestilence respect
ed the monasteries of the stricter order
and spared the fru,al peasants dwelling
in the open fields of Calabria and Sic-
ily. In16.1 nearly a quarter of a mil.
tion of people died of the plague at Con-
stantinople, and in 1656 a Sardinian
transport laden with troops carried the
disease to the fertile regions of Naples,
where in six months 400,000 of the in-
habitants were swept away. A ship
from the Levant brought the plague to
Marseilles in 1720 when 62,000 of 75,.
000 residents perished in five weeks,
among thom the heroic Bishop Bel-
zunce, who had received at Paris this
message from the stricken city : “ We

are dying ; come home and?'ie m:l:on:!.l:
and paying a courtly complimen
p‘ydage he was visiti‘;lg, the brave
bishop bade her au revoir, and in an
hour was posting southward, day and
mght to comfort his people—and to
die. Yet though 70 per cent, of the
population died, in the suburb of the
Catalans, inhabited by abstemious Span-
1ards only 200 out of 6,000 perished.
The later plagues in Europe and the
Orient were those of 1760, in Syria,
which was very malignant; of 1771-2,

‘in Moscow; of 1773 in Persia, when

80,000 persons died at Bassora ; of 179.2,
in Egypt—800,000 deaths; of 1799 in
tbe North of Africa, when 3000 persons
are sail to have perished daily in Bar.
bary ; of 1804-5, in the south of Spain,
and of 1815 16, at Naples.

Before 1665 the plague, according 1o
Sydenham, visited Englaod about once
a generation, In 430 the living ia
Britain tradition tells us were not able
to bury the dead, and several pestilences
are recorded previous to that 1111,
which extended to cattle and fowls.
The plague drove Heory IL from Ire-
land in 1772, aud swept away a prodig-
ious number of the starving and shelter-

loss Irish in 1204. London was visited |

again in 1848, 1362, and 1367—the
year of the “Black Death,”—aund Ire-

land was scourged in 1370 and 1383; |

In 1407 London lost 30,000 re-idents.

In 1466 and 1470 a pestlience following |
a 'ime of sore famine, ravaged Ireland |

and Dublin rerribly. Next year the
pest visited Oxford, and in 1478 de-

stroyed more people than the continual |
wars for the fitteen years preceding. In |
1499 and 1500 the plaguc drove Henry |
Vil. and his Court over to Calais. |
Leaving out of the list the five epidem-

ics of the strange and fearful * sweat-
g sickness”

30,578 people aied, and again in 1625,
85417 persons perished.

familiar through the story of De Foe,
which, as most of them donbtless also
know, 18 not the tale of an eye-witness,
In this visitation 68,596 persons died ;
fires were kept burning day and night
to purify the air, and it was thought
that the infection was never effectually
destroved tiil the great fire of 1666.—
N. Y. World.
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« DONT YOU PRAY "

BY MRS. ANNIE A. PRESTON.

“ We shall expect you and Henry up
at the housewo dinner to-morrow, Jar-
vis, und hope both of you will stay and
go with us to the weekly evening meet-
ing in our church,” said Mr. Newell, a
wealthy and prosperous merchant, to
one of hs clerks, just before leaving
his counting room one night.

“ Thank you, sir,” replied the young
man, with a beaming face, as he held
the door open for his employer and a
gentleman friend to pass through.

“ You don’t tell me,” said the gentle-
man, who was an old college chum of
the merchant’s, as bhe took his arm aft-
er reaching the sidewalk, ¢ that the
fastidious Fred Newell, the proudest
aud most exclusive of the old ¢ Gamma
Sigma,’ the very high-toned society of
our college in our day, at least, is in
the habit of inviting the clerks in his
employ to his elegant residence ¢’

“ 1 hope I have improved in some
particulars since those days,” said the
merchant, a far-away, regretful look
quickly taking the place of a pleasant
smile. ‘It the first place I trust I
have ‘met with a change of heart, as
we evangelical people say. But I have
to confess with shame that it was some
time after I had tasted the joy of Dbe-
lievingin the Lord Jesus Christ, and
bad iuclined my ear unto -His precious
promises, before I got entirely over my
love _of caste and my disinchination to
associate with so-called inferiors. I
was led more fully to surrender myself
to the spirit of the Gospel, and thus
get a step nearer the Saviour in this
way :

“ We are blessed with quite a num-
ber of children in our home, and they
educate me about as much as I educata
them. One of these li‘tle ones, my
sunny-haired Katy, was not very well a
year or more ago. The doctor told me
that I must encourage her to walk
mere in the open air, and that her
mind mnst be taken up with different
scenes in life.  So all winter the little
thing walked with me to my office near-
ly every morning, and stayed with me
until lunch-time.  She greatly enjoyed
sceing the cus:lomeri who went in aud
out, noting and commenting upon their
peculiarities, and made a ggrga:t many
fast friendsbips among my employees,
from my confidential clerk down to the
grayheaded old night-watchman.

“ 8o ne time in the spring following,
Frank Knox, my shipping clerk, a fine
manly fellow, married my cashier, Julia
Ledyord, a pretty, quiet, and ladylike a
young women as one often meets, and
they set up housekeeping on the west
side, not far from our place of business.
One day, when Katy bad accompanied
me down town as usual, Frank asked
me if I would let her go home with him
to dinner, saying that his wife, of

whom the child had been very fond,
was longing to see her bright little face
once more.

« I rather reluctantly gave my con-
sent, and I watched her from my of-
fice window trip offup the street, cling-
ing tightly to Frank’s hand.  Soe en-
joyed herself so well, and was so impor-
tunate in asking to go again, that I
allowed her to make the happy couple
another visit the following week. She
returned just as the carriage came to
take us home, and this time I noticed
that she was very quiet.

“ Didn't you have a pleasant time at
Fraok’s, my dear ?” I asked.

% Oh, yes, lovely, papa; but I don’t
think it looks quite right for people to
sit down to dinner and not bave any
one pray before they begin to eat.
Dor’t you think it would bea good way
before the clerks begin to keep house,
to have them come up to our house and
learn to pray ? And can’t I ask Frank
to ceme up to dinner sowme day and
hear you pray? Then Frank would
know how.

“ The next morning I let down the
barriers of my *exclusiveness,’ as
bad that night determined on my knees

which was mortal in |
three hours, between 1485 and 1551, we |
notice the visit of the plague to Limer- |
ick in 1552 an1 London in 1603-4, when |

With the
greae plagus of 1664 5 most readers are |

I would do, and questioned Frank a
| little about bis home-life, while I im-
| proved the opportunity to speak of the
necessity, as well as the propriety of
| fixed religious principles and the ob-
servance of Christian duty, now that
he had married and had a home of his
own.

« It came out in our conversation
that on the occasion of Katy’s first vis-
it at his house, when they had seated
themselves at dinner, she brwed her
head and sat in silence a moment. Pre-

| food, she said, ‘Why, Mr. Knox!
don’t you pray ? ¢ No,’ said the young
husband, in some embarrassment.
¢ Because I don’t_know how,’ he re-
plied.

¢ On the second visit, while waiting

| dinner, Katy said,
| you learned to pray yet? ‘ No, little
| dear, was the answer,
= sne replied sorrowfully, ‘it is too bad.
| I wish you would come up to our house
| to dinner and hear papa pray,and then
? yon wouli know how.’

| © “ That was the first intimation my
| head shipping-clerk, who had been in
| my employ for years, ever had that I
was a praying man., That little inci-
| dent opened my eyes and showed me
| the path of duty.

a word in season from me, nor for the
want of my own example in my own
home, when I occasionally invite them
to dinner and to spend the evening,
one or two, at a time, as I did in your
hearing just now,’—American Messen-

ger.
I ——

AN IMPORTANT DECISION.

smaller New KEngland cities was on his
way home from church.

in the city for preaching, praver and
praise, and religious inquiry.

and rat among the curious, to look on
and to hear, and perbaps to criticise.
But while there an arrow from a “ bow
drawn at a venture” had struck his
heart. When he left that house of wor-

a newly awakened man.
had been one of the world’s idolaters,
living as though the earth held his only
good. For the first time the conviction
of a higher claim fastened upon his
conscience. He tried in vain to ignore
his burdenjand appear unconcerned. His
companions left him one after an-
other, going their different w.ys, and
he walked on alone toward his more
distant home. The street grew stiller
as he went, till his own footstep hard-
ly gave an echo. He had passed be-
yond the city pavements, and was tread-
ing on the soft ground, Bilence made
louder .he voices above him and with-
in him. .

The sense of bis responsibility to
God impressed him like an awtul com-
mand, and at length he stopped, as if
afraid to go further. Should he obey
or not? and it seemed to him be * now
or never.” Every moment he realized
more the seriousness of the question
before him. He dréw a mark in the
sand across the sidewalk, and determin-
ed not to step beyond it till he had de
cided one way or the other. For an |
hour he stood there in painful debate, |

mastery. The bells of the steeple-
clocks striking ten, the shriek of the
engine on the coming express, the muf-
fled roar of the horse cars in the far-
away.streets, reached his ears unheed-
ed. His sou' was busy. Prayer con-
quered the protest of his selfishness at
last, and he surrendered to God. In all
the city there was no happier bheart
than bis that night, as he stepped over
that little mark in the sand, and went
bome a Cbristian disciple. And when
that young man told bis story the next
day there were uthers who were moved
to follow his example, and wisely and
sensibly made their choice for eter-

COME INSIDE.

Recently, in illustrating the thm..
“ A man in Christ,” Mr. Spargeon told
a story that is worth repeating.
said : Some Christians remind me of
the little buys who @o to bathe; 4
frightened and shivering, they epger
the water just a little—up to the gqf,

les they wade and shiver . But
the man who is really in Christ ig Jj},
the practiced swimmer who pluy «
into the stream head first and finds ;':
ter to swim in. He never shivers, It
braces him. He rejoices init. It hag
becowe his element. This is the maqy
who uuderstands the bappiness of rej;.
gion in a matter far beyond the co

tion of the half-and-balf professor whe
has oanly religivn enough to make hipy
miserable. [ sometimes illustrate thig
by a quaint Americanstory. An A ge.
rican gentleman said to a friend, «J
wish you would come down to my gag.
den, and taste my apples.” He asked

him about a dozen times, but the frieng -
did not come, and at last the fruit-grow,

er said, “ I suppose you think my ap-
ples are good for nothing, so you won'y
cowe and try them.” “ Well, to te]]
the truth,” said the friend.” “I baye
tasted them. As 1 went along the
road I picked up one that fell over the
wall, and I never tasted anything g9
sour ia all my life; and I do not parti.

| cularly wish to have any more of youp

fruit.” 0,” said the owner of the

¢ Why don't you?” Katy pcrsisted.‘

in the little parlor for the summons to '
¢ Mr. Knox, have |

€0, Mr. Knox,’ :

| woods” are the most

‘ If wmy employees !
don’t pray now 1t is not for the want of

The service | ; .
. | with a large pro portion o v
he had attended was one of a series of | ge prop 5 f aleohol

« protracted meetings,” then holding |

He had |
gone with others attracted by the fame |
of the evangelists who led the meetings, |

ship his thoughts were the thoughts of |
Until then he |

heaven and earth struggling in him for |

uity ,—Congregationalist.

garden, “ Those apples around the out.

side are for the special benefit of the

boys. I went fifty miles to secure the
sourest sorts to plant all around the

sently, as Frank began to serve the orchard, so the boys might give them

up as not worth stealing; but if yoq
will come inside, you will find that we
grow a very different quality there,
sweet as honey.” Now you will find
that on the outskirts of religion there

| are a number of ¢ Thou sbalt nots”

and a number of ¢ Thou shalts,” and
convictions, and alarms: but these are
only the bitter fruits with which this
wondrous Eden is guarded from thieving
hypocrites. If you can pass by the ex«
terlor bitterd, and give yourself right
up to Christ and live for him, your
peace shall be as the waves of the sea

| and you shall fiad that the fruits of

“this apple tree among the trees of the
delicious fruif
that can be enjoyed this side of our
eternai home.

- Do el —

WHICH PAYS?

John Hartley was doing a flourishe
Ing business, puttiug up and selling
patent medicines.  With ‘one or two
receips from a neighboring quack, he
had manufactured quite a variety of

| compounds containing professeuly a
. cure-for an infinite number of diseases,

One night a young mau in one of our | but in reality comprising little else

than some common drag combined

When the fears of friends were ex.
pressed, that too much spirituous liquor
was about, all rewmonstrance was
silenced by, * It pays well, and the
most respectable people patronize our
medicines.”

It did pay well in dollars and cents
for a few years, then people began to
whisper that John Hartley was bis
best customer, and that drugs were not
always added when he administered
medicine in his vwn case.

After a while moaey passed out fast-
er than it came in, and the young wife
became alarmed when she found her
husband unable to take care of his busi-
ness, and consequently the family growe
ing wore destitute,

Sickness and death followed, and
distracted by the loss of children and
the accumulation of cares. the wifeand
mother laid down her lfe, leaving &
drunken husband, a curse to a few
friends who strove for the sake of the
rewaining children to keep the family
together.

In striking contrast with the above,
is the conduct of one who had been
taught to regard the laws of uod of
more consequence than a few dollars
and cents. Long and anxiously James
B. sought for work, and when a situa-
tion in a store was offered he thankful-
ly accepted 1t!  With a determination
to please, he perfo: med even the most
menial services 1equired ‘of him

prowmptly and faithfulness, then pre-

sented himself for further orders,

“ Fill those bottles from yonder cask
and get them ready for customers,’ was
the command given. The sense of
smell soon apprised bim that he was
putting up spirituous liquyrs, and tura-
ing to his employer, he asked,

“ Am I expected to do this as a part
of my work here?”

“ Certainly,” was the reply.

“ Then, sir, I must bid you good
morning,” was firmly spoken, as with
hat in hand James B. passed into the
street, homeless and out of employment.
Will a clear conscience, and the bless-
mg promised to those who walk up-
rightly, pay this young man for his de-
cision, or would it be better to take the
wages of sin, which is death.—Ameri
can Messenger,
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