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It is more then nineteen yoars since I firat | bed-clothes and walk across the room to grasp be found of Him st the lsst in peace, without | turned his sttention with more earnestness %0
visited this city, and the change which I have|that tantalisiog cord. The crowd outside was ' spot, and blameless. |the work of self ezamination,ps to the great
been privileged to witness in the popular dispo- | momentarily on the inerease, and the despening | The firet T bave to notice is Mr. Jobn Coffia,| qution of preparedness fur that event. Thers
d.mdmmdtbhchhhuowm- -mudthdtvdaoun&dwmm;.bom.dmh life on the 21st December, | Wae doubtiess, searchings of heart, confessions
rities is very remarkable and encouraging to the | of the conversstion carried on. Ooccaslonally 1863, aged 53 years. n,“m’m”n;olunhid\fdnﬂ and of unprofitableness—all

lists,
Through flowery fieids or 'ueath a starry sky;
My faith is strong, He'll briog me safely through
The ills of life, till | am called to die.

# My band in Christ's!”” I fear not what may
come,

If He is mine I cannot yield to sin;

His everlasting arms are round me here

And [ can safely trust my all to Him.

“ My band in Christ’s "
comes,

Whether by pestilence, ot in the fight ;

1 shall be safe, beneath His gentle care,

Should the sun smite by day, or moon by night.

1 care not how death

“ My band in Christ’s!” who bore up Calvary's
height

The cross, and gave Mis precious life up there;

To save a wretch like me ! can I ¢er doubt ?

Or give myself a victim to despair ?

No ! let me cling the closer to His side,

And with a child’s devotion_hold Him fast;
@My hand in His!" Tl safely pass along,
Though storms may howl, my home I'll gain at
4 last.

“ My band_in Christ’s!” e’en down to death’s
cold flood,

He'll bear me conqueror through the dying
strife ;

And safe with those who've only gone before,

» 1 shall have entered on that higher life.

The Cabin Boy and the Old Sailor.

« How is it I dont seem to hear you speak
bed words ?” asked an ““ old sailor” of a boy on
board » man-of-war.

«Oh, "eause I don’t forget my captain’s or-
dors I” answered the boy brightly.;

« Captain's orders !” oried the old sailor. “1
didn’t know he gave any.”

« Hp did,” said Jem, ““and | keep ‘em safe
Mere,” puttiog his hand on his breast. ‘ Here
they be,” said Jem, slowly and distinotly y * I say
wato you, Swear not atall; neither by heaven for
& is God’s throne j nor by the earth, for it is His
footstool ; neitber by Jerusalem, for it is the city
of the great King. Naither sbalt thou swear by
thy head, because thou canst not make one hair
white or blatk. But let your commanication be
Yea, yea; Nay} nay ; for whatsoever is more than
these cometh of evil.”

« Them's from the good oid log-book, I see,”
said the sailor, ** which 1 don’t know much about
these days.

« Then I'm afrald you've iost your reckoning,
ols,” said Jem, * and ace drifting 0o 1o the break-
“.

* What then !” asked the old man.

» You will be wrecked,” snswere
_% wrecked for ever.” .

The old sailor bad been wrecked. He knew
what it was to be in a ship breaking up 8nc guing
%o pieces on & wintry coast. He knew. what it
was 10 be lasbed to a spar, balf-naked, hungry,
eold, béiumbed, tempest-tossed. He had heard
the shrieks of the perishing. Yes, be well kuew
what being wrecked was. ** Wrecked for ever "
ssid the old sailor, slowly, “ that's » long time,

Jem—

« Yes, sigy’ said Jem, * it is #0.”

Jem looked wistfully at him, and the old msn
turned away hus bead. “ That wreoking for ever
is & bad business,” said he.

“ Yes, sir,” said little Jem, * 1t is 00.”

« And is there no way of escape P” asked the
old msn.

« Qur minister that used to presch at tbe
Betbel, L'l tell what A¢ says. He says the Admi-
ralty of Heaven has got out a life-boat for poor
souls. That liferboat is Jesus Christ. It was
‘launched on Calvary, acd has been round pick-
ing up poor souls lost in the stormy waters of
sin ever since ; ard he used;to tell us, Stretch out
your arms to gi! in, and pray, * Lord, save me,
or I perish.'”

« And does he ?” asked the man.

« ] know about myself,” said the boy hambly.
« | was going down, and I cried to the Lord, and
be had mercy on me, and be took me in ; and I've
shipped with Him ever since. He is n‘.ood Cq:-
tain, the Captain of our salvation, sir. Won't
you ship too P”

« ] should be a poor
the old man feelifigly. '

« Besides eaving you, * He'll At you for His
service,” said Jem ; * There’s no difficulty on that
account. He’s good, very good.” )

“ Thank ye, boy, & tboupnd times,” said the
old man, with a tear on his weatber-beaten cheek.
 I'm afraid we old sinners are too water-logged
and sin-sosked to be worth saving: but you
youbg ones jump irto the Life-boat before "tis
00 late, and ship for the port of Heaven. It's s
blessed chance.”

Death Giving Life,”

Twenty-seven bundred years ago a funeral pro-
cession was moving slong from a house of
mourning towards the burisl place. The eorpse
lay uneoffiaed on the bier, Before feaching the
parrow shamber prepared for this pale slesper
the party were startied by the appearance o! s
bend of marsuders, which at this time were quite
sumerous in that unhappy country. H_nppcnm.
% be then pear & grave already ocoupied, they
Dastily deposited in it their lifeless burden and
Sod. What must have been their nmncn'.;:'z,
on looking round s moment afler, to see Lheir
Mu-'t.. {rom the sepulchre where they bad
laid him, slive! The corpse hsd touched the
ashes of the Prophet Blishs, snd at the touch
Mo returned. Is not life & strange donstion for
death’s band to bestow.

Some yunqou;eughmod among thé
Churches of Seotland the light of a silver lamp.
It rays crossed the border and %llumined n any
sa Boglish home and heart. The name inscribed
%pon that lamp was Robert Murray M'Cbeyne.
Bet his biographer tells us that the light of that
graeious life was kindled at the bier whereon the
oorpes of his brotber David lay. Another do-
Bation of life from the hand of death.

Hore is & wayward son. lustructions, exhor-
fations, sermons, revivals, prajers, parcatal so-
Nelvades bave ail proved in vein, But now God
fuds doncl 10 oedels bhe wother of Whas Jouth

hand ‘or the craft.” said

Years ago, in a certain pew there sst a man,
Sabbath after Sabbath, listening, and not with-

many a communion season he promised submis-

down upon his household, and bore away the
spirit of his little boy. Rarely has ever a more
touching sceme been presented than was witness-
ed at that funeral. The poor father was like a
wandering spirit. He would come into the room
where the little corpse lay, and bending one knee
be would gasze awhile upon that sweet white
face, then rise and retire to the other room. A
few minutes more would find him again in the

And when we left that little cofin in that little
grave it seemed as if that stricken father would
leave his life there with it.  Our next communion
found that father with us at the table. Another
lite-gift from death’s hand.

Eighteen hundred years age the eternsl Son
of God died ; and O what adeath ! O that bloody
sweat! O that agonisiog ery! Buat to-day
there are milions ordearth, and many, many mil-
lions in heaven, once *‘ dead in trespasses and
sins,” and now alive for evermore. And all this
comes from that death. And this same death
will be the source of ‘all the life that will throb,
and flush, and sing at'the marriage supper pof
the Lamb. =

Is this life yours? If not, for what are you
waiting? For God to fill some coffia with the
remains of the dearest of your earthly treasures P
Will you not go to the communion table till you
bave to go over the grave of mother, father, wife
or child? | 9

For “ Twenty Years.”
$Y REV.JONN TODD, D. D.

« Here !” said a clear, manly, though I thoaght
burried voice behind me. I was sitting in the
coartroom with my face towards the Judge. I
instantly turned round to see whose voice said
“ here !” Yes, he was * here” He stood up, &
fine, manly youth of about twenty years of age,
ss one would naturally judge. His face was
pale, and his Jarge black eyes saw pobody but
the elerk of the court, who stood with a paper in
his band. Ithen understood it. The young man
was in the criminal box, and the_paper in the
hand of the clerk contained the sentence of the
judge. Slowly the clerk opened the peper and
read * Three days of solitary confinement, and
twenty years in the state prison.”

Not another word was said. The officer turn-
ed and the young maa foliowed him—to his long,
long imprisonment | 1 saw him go out of the
door, and I knew that I should never see him

-| again. He had killed a fellow-soldier, but some

mitigating circumstances softened his sentence.
My thoughts foliowed the poor young maa.
Has he a father to bead and fall under the
{ blow ? Has he a mother to weep overthis doom ?
How long will they live P They will die and leave
their child in prison ! # Twenty years!” Buppose

be should live through the sentence snd come
| out, his youth gone, his friends all gone, the
| world changed, be will fes! like a peice of drift-
| wood on the great waters ! Oid houses will be
{ pulled down and new ones built. Old people
| now will be all dead. The little boy to-duy will
! then be a man. The little girl will be a woman
[then. The children in the Babbath school now
i will be men and women then. How many graves
{ will be dug before that day | The proud ships
that now spread their sails will have all disap-
peared, some broken up because worn out, and
many lost down in the dark, deep waters. The
judge who beld the court, the jurors who tried
him, tbe olerk who read his sentence, the officer
who led him out, and the warden of the prison
who receised him, will a!l very likely be dead!
The carriages and the cars that carried him to
prison will be worn out. The birds that sing to-
1 day will all be dead then! '

« Twenty years |” He will have gray bairs
then. He cannot then begin life for this world.
He may live to come out , but the blood of his
i fellow-soldier will still be on him. He cannot

leave bis guilt in the prison. Nothing but the
l’b!ood of Christ can remove sin and take away
guilt. Poor fellow! What if he eay, “Iam
young—too young for such a doom!” But was he
too young to kill a strong man 4 Wb..tifho say,
« J's too hard to be condemned for twenty long
years just for what I did in an instant ! It took
me but an instant to stab him !” Ah! haman and
divine law don't ask bow long it took you to com-
mit sin. Some people must try to think that
God will not punish the wicked in eternity, be-
cause life hereis so short | But bere was a very
mild punishment for what was done in the flash
of aneye ! g

Was that poor fellow ever in & Sabbath school !
Did he ever have a teacher who loved him, and
taught him, and prayed for bim ? Alss ! lw—
stand not. Was there no teacher who might
have led bim to the school P Was there no lit-
tle boy who mignt have invited him ?

“ Twenty years I” Before he comes out the
hand that writes these lines will most likely be
still in the grave. So may the band that bholds
the paper and the eye that reads these words.
Shall we be with Jesus thes, of in & prison out of
which there is no coming in ¢ twenty years M

How to Obtain Spiritual Power.

Whea Jobn in the Apocalypse saw the Lamb
on the throne, bgfore that throne were the seven
lamps of fire burning, which are the seven spirits
of God, sent forth into all the earth; snd it is
only by waiting before that throne of graee that
we become imbued with the holy fire  but be whoe
waits there long and believingly will lnb!'bo

out interest, to repeated messages of mercy. At/
u * | bis fire, he places & person on & stool with glass
sion to his Lord ere another should arrive. Onoi
day, after long procrastination, death swooped

same position, and then again he would retire.’

mean.
When a lecturer on electricity wants to show
an example of & human body surcharged with

legs. The giass serves to isolate him from the
earth, becsuse it will not conduct the fire—the
electric*fluid; were it it not for this, however
much might be poured into his frame, it would
be carried away by the earth’; but when thus is-
olated from it he retains all that enters him. You
see no fire, you hear no fire; but you are told
that it is pouring into him. Presently you are
challenged to the proof —asked to come near,
and hold your hand next to his person; when
you do so s spark of fire shoots out toward you.
If thou then would have thy soul surcharged
with the fire of God, s0 that those who come nigh
to thee shall feel some mysterious influence pro-
ceading out from thes, thou must draw near to
that source of fire, to the throne of God and of
the Lamb, and shut thyself out from the world
—that cold world which so swiftly steals our fire
away. Enter into thy closet, and shut too thy
door, and there isolsted, * before the throme,”
await the baptism; then the fire shall fiil thee,
and when thou comest forth holy power will at-
tend thee, and thou shalt labour, not in thine own
strength, but “ with demonstration of the Spirit,
and with power.”

Aus this is the only way for an individual to ob-
tsin spiritual power, 00 it is the only way for
Churches. Prayer, prayer, all prayer—mighty,
importunate, repeated, united prayer; the rich
and the poor, the learned and the unlearned, the
fathers and the children. the pastors and the peo-
ple, the gifted and the simple, all uniting to ery
to God above, that he would come and affect
them as in the days of the right hand of the Most
High, and imbue them with the Spirit of Christ,
and warm them, and kindle them, and make them
as & flame of fire, and lay his right hand mighti.
ly on the sinners that surround them, and turn
them in truth to him. Such united and repeated
supplications will assuredly accomplish their ead,
snd * the power of God ” descending will make
every such company as a band of gisats refresh-

threugh the streets by crowds vociferating most
insuiting words and threats, except in the imme- l
diste neighborbood of the foreign factories. |
Once or twice, when I paused for & few moments |
under the arched gateway of the city wall, the
tumult became so great, and the mob showed
such mischievous intentions, that I was glad to
effect 8 secure retreat from the threatened vio-
lence, and never ventured to repeat the experi-
ment upon their forbearance. To have entered
inside the city would bave been attended with
the certainty of severe bodily injury from the
infuriated rabble. The opprobrious epithets ap-
plied to foreigners in the egjcts of the mandarins
served to fan the flame \f jopular antipathy
against the subjects of Christian nations.

Now, however, all thjs ischanged. Wherever
a foreigner walks or rides he hears no insulting
words, and is free from all annoyance. We are
now at liberty to visit every portion of the city
‘and suburbs, and missionaries are able to pursue
their work among the people without let or hin-
drance. The Anglo-Freach occupation of the
city for four years entirely rewoved all previous
restrictions, and render it impossible for the local
government to revert (even if willing to do so)
to their former invidious exclusion of foreigners
from the city. Alllhiseheq'huoloo.u
been the result of political causes, and the severe
lessons received during the bombardment aad
capture of the city.

I am sanguine enough also to believe that
moral causes have bad no alight share in pro-
ducing this favorable change in the popular mind.
At the present time there are about twelve Eng-
lish sud American Protestant missionaries scat-
tered over different parts of the southern and
western suburbs, who nave their schools and
chapels in various localities, both within and
without the city. Though the baptised converts
do not probably exosed in all one hundred and
fifty persons, there is a spirit of attention and a
willingness to listen to the preaching of the
Gospel which these brethren state to be fall of
encouragement at the present time.

The future of China is wrapt in obscurity, and

od with new wine.—Arthwr’s Tongue of Fire.

Beligious Intelligence,
The Religion of Mexico.

The religion of Mexioo is execlusively Roman
Catholic ; sad an intolerance and bigotry almost
flercer than those of Spain itself, characterige the
‘bulk of the population. The influence of what is
called the * clerical perty” has slways been very
great. In the year 1887, this party, under the
leadership of Zuloago, issued a piece of legisia-
tion, called the “ Plan of Tecubay,” of which the
following among other regulations were propos-
ed: *1. The inviolability of all church propes-
ty and church revenues. 3. The re-establish-
ment of the fweres, or special rights of the
Church and the army.” According to these

, the military and clergy are responsible
only to their own tribunals! “3. The restora-
tion of the Roman Catholio religion ss the sole
and exclusive system with regard to foreign im-
migration, conflniag it soley to immigrants from
Catholic countries. 6. The establishment of an
irrespounsible central dictatorship, subservient
only to the Church. 8. If possible, the restora-
tion of a monarchy in Mexico, or the establish-
ment of s European protestorate.” The last ar-
ticle is being carried out at present in the offer
of the crown to Mazmilian of Austria. From
the character of the articles which we have quot-
ed, it is plain that the country is not prepared
for the rule of an enlightened monarch, who
would sttempt Gburch reforms, such as Victor
Emmanual bas 80 successfully attempted in the
kingdom of Italy.

The priests are generally uneducated, and
coarse in their manners ; and the population in
s state of deplorable ignorance. The people
know no more of the Bible than our forefathers
did three hundred years ago. It would not be
going too far to say, that in the main, they know
as little of it as our countrymen did before the
days of Wickliffe, five bundred years ago. The
monasteries and converts are very numerous,
and they aze inbabited by some 4000 monks and
nuns.

In no European Romish countries are relig-
ious processions so frequent. As the host is
borne along the street, every one is expectéd to
bow low, and the fanaticism of the bigoted mnb
would imperil the life of any man who refused to
offer the accustomed homage. At particular fes-
t.iv.h.i-n.-olC!rin.leir‘inlarymdth

sre carried about with banners and
bands of musie, sccompanied by priests bearing
long lighted candles. The most distinguished of
these public displays is in the Holy Week, whea
wax images of the apostles, as large as life, are
exhibited in the streets of the capital city.

At the season of Christmaes it a custom among
the richer elasses to prepare arrangements with
a view of representing the principal scenes of
our Lord's birth. A room in the house is fitted
up in imitation of the manger in Bethelem.
Waz images are made, one of which is gorgeous-
ly dressed se the infant Christ, and placed in s
cradle. The room Is Jighted with numerous wax
tapers, placed in silver candlesticks ) and there is
s profusion of the choicest Sowers. Invitations
are freely cireulated among the Iriends of the
family inviting them to sttend end witness the
childish displsy.

Something similar to this actually takes place
in some of the churches, only with more theatri-
ocal display. A stage is erected in the bullding
and the seenes of our Lord’s life acted by monks
and Indians. Bush is the Christiasity of Mexi-
o0 in tbe middle of the nigeteenth century!

thet fire, and come forth from his comm
with God bearing tokens of where be bas been.
For the individual bellever, and above all for
every Jabourer in the Lord’s vineyard, the .o.nly
way to gain spiritual power is by secret- wuiting
at the throne of God for the baptim.:l of the Huly
it. E moment spent in real prajer iss
ﬁu Op'::l’h refreshing the fire of God with-
jo the soul. We ssid before that this fire can-
not be simulated j Dothing eleo will pmdnc' h.o
eflects. No-ouuathmdm-hm!u
be feigned. Nothing but the Lord"s own .ppnun:
o4 mesgs, sesking byt “ welsing 8 the thesse,

China : Progress and Prospects.
The last number of the Christian Work eon-
taine an article entitled * Prospects at Canton,”
writéh by the Bisbop of Vietoris, who bas
cbarge of the Chureh of Eogland missions in
Chios, We ke from it the following passages :
A recent visit to the eity of Canton, and op-
portunities of intereourse with missionary bre-
thren at this station, have induced me to date
from this plase & deseriptive 8eoount of missjen:

o7 e # Coos.

is caloulated to baffle the most sagacious mind.
And yet we will not believe that our labors have
been in vain in the Lord. The foundations of a
oative Church have been laid in this land. We
will pot despair of the Christian commonwealth.
We need more numerous and more efficient
laborers. We need a greater simplicity of aim
in all of us who are laborers here. We need
more fully the prayers and faith of the Chureh
at home. Above all, we need chiefly and pre-
emioently a larger owtpouring of the Spirit upon
us and our work.

General  Rhiscellanp.

Father Mathow at Wakefleld fon.
The Quaaker invited him to stay at his house,
and received the usual reply,—tbat he was to
stop at the hotel for the eonvenience of those
who required to see him at all hours. The friend
would not be put off, but intimated that his
bouse was an hotel, whereon father Mathew
gladly consented to ‘put up’ for a while in
Wakefleld. A board with the word * botel’ was
placed on the outside of the mansion, and the
private residence for the time became a most
comfortable inn. Father Mathew was greatly
pleased with the quiet aad order, the wonderful
neatness, and ‘simple elegance which pervaded
the entire establishment, while the agreeable
manners of its master, which combined the cor-
diality of a friend with the politeness of the most
gentlemanly bost, filled him with astonishment.
The servants of the house were also different
from the usual class to be found in ordinary bo-
tels ; they were kind, attentive, and respectful ;
and though they seemed to anticipate his every
wish, they were neither fussy nor obtrusive.
Then the bells of this Quaker hotel were singu-
larly quiet, so that the * boots’ and the ‘ cham-
bermaids,’ and tue ‘ waiters,’ must have known
by iatuition when and where their services were
required. Truly it was a model establishment,
which any visitor might leave with natural re-
gret. The kindly deceit was not discovered un-
til the time of his departure drew pear, when
the master of the house, no longer fearing the
abrupt departure of his guest, appeared in his
true character—as a generous and thoughtful
host.—Maguire's Life of Father Mathew.
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Father Mathew in a Fix.

He had arrived in the dusk of the evening at
the house of a parish priest in a remote part of
the county of Galway, where he was to preach
in aid of the funds of a school, convent, or chap-
el, and afterwards administer the pledge. The
best room in the house was prepared for the
honoured guest, who was conducted to it by his
bost. The room was on the ground floor, and
was lighted by a large bay window, which was
without blinds or curtains of any kind. Father
Mathew, whose bedroom in Cove street was ss
plain as this apartment, only thought of prepar-
ing himself, by a good night’s rest, for the labors
of the following dey ; and turning his face to the
wall, and his back to the window, he soon fell
into a deep slumber. Awaking, as ususl with
bim, at an early hour in the morning, he opened
bis eyes, blessed himself, repeated o prayer, and
turned toward the window. But imsgine his
dismay, whea he beheld & crowd of people—men
women, aod ehildren—in front of the blindless
and curtainless bay window, and st lesst & score
of noses flattened against the glass, the better
to eaable their respective proprietors to obtain
a peep st his reverence. A more modest man
did not exist then Father Mathew; and great
was his embarassment at this indication of his
popularity. He glaneed at the head of the bed,
and at the table near him, to see if & bell were in
reach ; but such & luzury in the house of a priest,
in s mountsin parish of Galway, was not to be
thought of. No belp, therefore, from that quar-
ter. There was something resembling a bell-
pvllonmn'dodlb-ln—plm; but if it were
s real bell-putl, and not 8 mockery snd s delu-
sion, it might as well bave been twenty miles
sway, for any practical sdvantage at that o.®
meutt forr would be difficult to say what would

{aduse Fotacy Matbew 10 quit the shelter of the

see him, Mary, asthore P"—* Daany, agrs, lave
me take a look,an’ God bless you child I"—

I“Whmmyo-puuthhyufulﬂ—huld

off ov my foot, will ye ?"—* Oh, Wisha ? there’s
the blessed priest "—* Honest man, would ye be
plaged to lift ov your back—one 'ud tink 'tis a
borse I was.” * 'Tis a shame for ye to be there
—what curiosity is in yes all!"—* Mammy,
mammy | there he is!—I see his poll!"—
“ Whisht, ye’ don't be after wekin’ him.” Father
Mathew ventured another peep : but the slightest
movement on his pert only evoked increased |
anxiety outside ; and it seemed to him as if the
window panes were every momeat accomodating
a larger number of flattened noses. The. popr
man felt himself a prisoner, and listened with
eagerness for any sound which gave hope or
promise of deliverance ; but it was not till after
three mortal hours of his guest’s comical captivi-
ty that the considerate host, who would not dis-
turb his guest too early, entered the apartment,
and thus became aware of the presence of the
edmring crowd, who, it need scarcely be said,
were quickly dispersed, to Father Mathew’s in-
effable relief.— /b,

8ir R. Brisco on Silks, Hats, and
Paper Collars.

At the annual soires of the Egremont Mecha-
nics’ Institution, Sir Robert Brisco, Bart., made
8 speech in which he referred to some of the
cheap bat very useful articles manufactured st
the present day. He said that there were many
ladies in that room who would be
when he told them that he had seen most beau-
tiful silks—they must ezcuse the expression—
offered at 22 per yard. (Laughter.) If anyar-
ticle,  then, could be produced so like silk, al-
though it had not one thread of silk in it, as to
defy its spuriousness being detected by the gene-
ral buyer, surely that refleeted great credit upon
the intelligence and skill that produced such an
article. (Hear, hear.) Let them take another
article, and that would be his own bat. Laughter.
He did not]intend [here Sir Robert began to
brush bis beadpiece with his sleeve) to be cheap
Jobn, however. (Grestloughter.) That hat re-
sembied s silk hat, and was looked upon as such;
yet there was not a particle of silk in ite whole
formation. It was made from a weed which
grew in the marshes of India ealled jute. It
seemed to be a beautiful silk hat. He bad worn
it two years, and it had only cost him 6s 6.
{Laughter.) He was not ashamed to tell its price,

nor did be thisk it a disgrace to any man to wear |

any kind of hat or other piece of dress, if it was
deeent, no matter what it cost.” (Heas, bear)
Besides, it was a fact that it stood the demp from
ea air better than the best silk hut that be could
put upon his head. Well, as be had raid, his
bat was made from jute, that nasty article which
they made nail bage with. (Laughter.) He bed
s pride in wearing that hat, sod for resson
it had given three times as much employment as
the manufacture of a silk hat it had given wages,
it bad given the means of living to many of his
follow creatures. (Cheers.) There was another

friends of missions. In 1844 we were followed | might be heard such s the following :—* Do ye | of the late venerable and respected Seth Coffin, |

| senr., who, as well as his excellent eo.pllm.]
| ' worthy and comsistent members of the Wesleyan |
| church in this place from the year 1808. It was |

dariog the progress of s very remarkable re-|
| vival of religion which took place at that time, |
| that this worthy couple decided to give them-

shnvo been some years dead. They both were|

!

God. They ever alterwards evidenced s decided
attachment to the church of their choice, and in
connection with which they had been brought to
yield up themaselves to the service of their Maker.
They ever honoured and treated with kind hos-
pitality its ministers ; uniformly attended the
public as well as social means of grace to that
church, and were always forward in contributing
to its fande. Mre. Coffia was a quiet, prudent
woman, looked well to the affairs of her house-
hold, was an example of indusiry, economy and
neatness. Her prolessions of piety and relatioas
of christian experience and enjoyments in class
meetings, were corroberated by a consistent life.
8be died in the enjoyment of the same calm
trauquil state of mind which was usuaily exem-
plified by her in life. Mr. Coffin’s last iliness
was characterised by eminent peacefuiness and
good hope. Mr. John Coffin, the more especial
subject of this motige, supplied no evidence in
early life of an exsiption from the moral malsdy
ecommon to fallen humanity. He, like all others
went astray from his youth. Not indeed that
the writer is aware of his baving addicted bim-
self 1o those gross, degrading and disreputable
courses of grovelling iniquity to which, alas!
some youth unhappily give up themoelves. Such
was not the case, it is believed with young Coffia.
Parental restraint preserved the lad from evil
company, which would soon have led him to un-
restrained vicious habits. It was owing, under
the divine blessing, to the wise and judicious
family government of the elder Mr. sad Mre.
Coflla, that a family of sons and deughters were
reared up who proved to be no disgrace to their
parents, but were & source of satisfaction and
comfort to them in their old age. A severe in-
disposition while yet a youth, and which brought
him to the very gates of desth, failed in leadiag
young=Cofla to consecrate his spared life t0 the
service of his Creator and gracious Preserver.
Alss | what will effectually subdue the stubborn
heartof man which naturally is in enmity to God P

divine grace. In this respect also, it is, ** The
spirit that quickeneth”—in perfect agreement,
nowever, with man's freedom.

How desperstely wicked the human heart
which 80 perversely refuses to yield to Him
whose hand s@lliote—net for his pleasurs, but for
our good ; affliets that we may be led tothought-
felness and a desire to make our pesce with Him

It wae pot until about year 1844 that Mr.
Coffla united himeelf with the Wealeyan Chuieh,
which event occured under the pastorate of the
Rev. J. MoeMaurray. About that period, undes
the superintendency of that sealous minister, we
were grestly blessed with a gracious revival of
religion, whish resulted in an addition to the
church throughout the cireuit of some four hun-

article which he wore deserving of their attention. | dred persons. There is good reason to hope

Perhaps they would think he had dreseed him-
selfl for the occasion. (Grest laughter.) He
would bet the young men present—the young
dandies—(Laughter)—who liked to have a neat
collar, that the one he wore was as good as, if
not better than, any one in the room. He did
not believe there was a linen collar in the whole
of Camberiand equal to his. It was only paper.
(Laughter.) He paid 8d per dosen for these
oollars—(oontinued laughter.)—end he would
like to know where he would get & dosen washed
for 8d independent of the material altogether.
(Roars of lsughter.) These collars be knew
from experience, remained clean for a longer
time than the linen ones. A friend of his said
to him one day—* I should like to see you out
with your paper collar on, on a wet day ;"—
(Laughter.) He thought he would try the ex-
periment ; and consequently upon® the first wet
day thet came he went out to see bow his collar
would stand the rain. After being well wet, be
returned home, and allowed the wet oollar to dry
on his neck. He then took it off, and was asto-
nished to find that it was almoet as clean as when
he first putit on. (Laughter.) Next day be put
on a linen collar, and want out to put it to the
same test as be had his paper collar. (Laughter.)
When be returned and took it off, it was & shame
to be seen. (Great laughter.) Some pecple were
apt to say—* The idea of wearing paper collars I
Why, this was & miserable vanity. He would
wear anything that was decent, if it anewered his
purposs. (Hear, hear.) If that cheap silk of
whish be had been spesking, looked as besutiful
in ladies’ dresses as the silk obtained from the
scarce silkworm, was the ledy who wore it notes
respectably clothed as the ome attired with the
prodaction of the worm? (Applause.)—London
paper.

@orrespondence,
———————— e S
Por the Provinsial Weeleysa.

Notices of Departed Friends,
dnd ¢f incidents in connection with Wesleyen
Mathodiam in Barringten, N, 8
No. L

To the Bditor of the Provineis! Woesleyan:
Within & few years past, several members of
the Wesleyan Methodist Chureh in this place
bave passed away, we trust to the Churcb above,
of whose death no particular notiee hes sppesred
in the Wesleyen. It is the wish of some of the
relatives of the deceased, that s brief record of
the departed should appear fn that paper. Be-
lieving It may be of use to the livieg to recall
to their minds some circumstances of the life
and death of those who have pertisipated with
them, in the privileges of church membership
and christian communion ; the writer has under-
taken to prepare notices of two or three of those
departed ones, in the hope that survivors may

be quickened by the reguliections of those who |,

bave passed awsy from the ‘scenes, responsibili-
ties, and privileges of earth, to their final and
unaltersble destiny, to bestir themmelves while

e s0d Oppestuaty o remals, hes sy may
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| that some of these are now united to the church

of the firet born ; some are still conneeted with
the church on esrth, striving to meke their call-
ing and election sure; while some, alas, have

dered from the shepherd and bishops of their

tracing the course and its result of some of these
last referred to, who have also passed away be-
yond the ken of human knowledge and of hu-

the result of the improvement or use thereof it
is not foy us to decide ; be it ours wisely to work
while it is day.

It was at the time of the revival just alluded
to that Mr. Coffin united with the Wesleyan
church, baving been brought to a decision to
adopt s religious course. Whether he continu-
ed in actual membership with the church from
that period the writer cannot affirm. That be
yielded to s state of coldness, and of negligence
in attending to the means of grace supplied by
that branch of the christian church, to foster
and elevate christian piety, and to promote end
render available the communion of saints, is
most certain,—for he bad to lament some years
subsequently his unfaithfulness to his first religi-

the Rev. C. Lockhart on this circuit, be was sgain
revived ; availed himeelf of Chburch privileges,
and from that time, as I am informed, continued
steadfast in his christian profession and in atten-
dance upor the means of grace. It is not in my
power to state the exact oherscter of bis religious
experince—that varies in different persons, and
not unfrequently takes its character very much
from the natural disposition and temperament.
Thomas, Peter, John, esch present wharacteris-
ties of the religious life, varying as much as does
their natural tempersments. Al of Christ’s
friends were not Martbad’, nor were all Mary’s.
Whean tbe evidence of christisn and moral eha-
raster corresponde with profession, the judg-
meot of eharity will give evidence to that pro-
fession. Mr. Cofla’s general walk was, ] believe,
consistent with the standsrd of ordinary chrieti-
an life. It is to be lamented that comparatively
few ure found sspiring to elovated standarde of
christian piety end usefulness.

At a period of life whea his last energies were
greatly needed In caring end providing for his
family, be was the subject of & paiaful complaint,
ioterfering mueh with the tion of his or-
divary affairs. He was called slso to endure
domestie alfliction in the persone of his children.
He and bis sow mourning widow were gracious-
ly sustained snd brought through these trying
disp ions. The indisposition by which he
was brought to the grave was of some months
durstion, and was of a painfully distressicg ne-
ture ; medical okill both in Barrington and in
Boston proved unavailing. It is appointed un-
to man onee to die. Medical okill, conjugal af-
fection, parental solicitude in réference to the
g claims and ssities of & young end
Wﬁ-ﬂy.mm-vmwm-ﬂom
arrow. Death, bowever, is in the estslogue of
the shristisn's treasures | *‘sl] are yours* When

M. Ooflis found thet B0 mups ool dia Do

selves to God, and to his church by the will of;

Certainly notbing but the omsipotent power of

souls. We must not attempt the painful task of

mao judgment. They had their day of visitation §

ous coavictions and resolves,—and, at a time of
gracious visitation during the ministrations of

however, resulting in s calm and peaceful resting
upon Christ, in whom be professed to place all
his confidence for present and eternal salvation.

He had his family gathered around him, and
affectionstely urged upon them an attention to
their eternal interests, mutual love and kindasss
10 each’ other, and particularly to be kind sad
attentive to their mother. He said, be couid
give them all up to Goc ; the widow's God aad
the Pathe: of the fatherless children} requested
them to_sing of hesven, and said, “ I bave &
building not made with hands.” He wae visited
in his affliction by his pastor, Rev. J. Buckley—
who expressed to the writer his satisfaction and
pleasure with the state of mind in which he found

improved by Mz. Buckley by  suitsble

To pay respect to the memory of
friends, or to gratify the feelings natural to sur-
vivors, may in some cases justify the insertion
of a notice in a religious periodical, of those
who bave passed away from buman fellowsbip.
But surely these cugbt not to be the sole aim in
such notices. Hence a few remarks may be eg-
cused—may be justiied, may be demanded by
way of inquiry ? How may the departure of
our friends from earth be so improved by sur-
vivors ss to answer the purposes of beaven in
their apparently premature removal. For It
should ever be present to our memory that,

“ Strickes friends
Are Angels sent on messages of leve,
For us 1hey sicken and for us they die.”

* Premature death.” Does any such eveot ever
occur P ls there mot a “sin uato death,"—
1 Jobn v. 16,—in such a senee as to imply the
death of the body in mercy to the soul ? la not
thus much implied, 1 Cor. xi. 30, * snd meny
sleep P* Were parenis and children to ocoupy
their proper position in respect to the Church
sad cause of God, might we Dot expect to wite
ness many an unbrokea family, where now the
sorrowing and weeping of bereavements are
painfully apparent. To guard children from
noxious examples and from contaminating aseoe
siates, and thus to train them up free from gross
viee, is well, and deserves commendation. But
were parente 0 proceed a step furiber and to
labour assiduously, wisely, prayerfully, fur tbe
early conversion of their children, and for their
union with the Church, might we not expest to
witness the bappiest results, not only in & moral
and religious point of view, but also in lengtn.
ened, bappy, prosperous snd useful lives. Reli-
gion hee the promise of the life that now s, as
well as of that which is to come. Let the young
be persuaded that there is no conoeivable sdvan.
tage to be secured by the o« glect of religiou in
tbeir youthful days, but much—assuredly much
evil, must inevitably result from the neglect
thereof.

1t behoves parents and ckiidren to ponder
these matters, and, as they wouid desire the smile
of heaven upon their habitation fa respeet to
their temporal, as well as the! spiritual sad eter-
oal intereots, lot them as families and as indivie
dusls be found submitting themscives to the
claims of religion, remembering “ He will pour
out his wrath upon the families that call not upom
his name.” While His blessirg is promised te
be fa * the habitstion of the jusi.”

Inecrutable; frequently, are the dispensstions
of i Parents removed from young
and belpless families, and other similar evests,
we are almost inclii®d to ask ** What doest
thou,” and to question the wisdom and the good-
ness of His arrangements. Let faith come to
our aid, snd in view of the established truth,
both of His wisdom snd goodness, let us sud-
missively exclaim “ It is the Lord, let Him de
what seemeth Him good.”

N e D et
“ Leave to His sovereign sway ’
Lo ok T e
wan
lw-hglo-moqx_ ! v
% Whouo is wise, and will observe thess things,

even they shall understend the loving hindness
of the Lord.,” Pa. ovil. 43. ¢

Barrington, April 18, 1864. »

The following shows us how ministers may be
assisted in preaching the gospel. For all such
needed assistance they should pray ezpecting to
receive. How important for the interests of the
church snd the world, that those who preach
should come before the people with this boly
snointing : .

“ By far the best part of presching is often
from unanticipated assistance of the Holy Spirit,
¢ The salient points of Whitfield’s orstory were
not prepared passages ; they were bursts of pas-
sion, like tbe jets of a Geyser whea the spring is
in full play. )

“¢ The degres,’ says Thomas Scott, * in which,
after the most careful preparstion for the pulpit,
new thoughts, new arguments, snimated od-
dresses often flow into my mind, while speaking
to the cosgregation on very common subjects,
makes me feel a3 if | was quite another man then
whea poring over them in my study.’

* A preasber whom we know, hes related of
himeelf, thet when dissoursing from Heb. xi. &,
be bad such a scuse given 1o him at the moment
of the patriareb’s privilege there mentioned, (be-
fore his translation he bad the testimony that ke
plessed God ) that he was enabled to enlsrge on
it meariy holf an hour, in an simost rapture,
which made Lim nesrly usconseious of what ne
was doing or where e was | yet, as be gathered
from & reporter, without iuflation “of style or any
kind of exoess ; making s discourse, be helieved,
never eqosled by bimeelf before or aurwarde,
There hav. becn instances yet more remaikabie
«—=instences wherein the Holy Spirit, in the ex.
ercise of his sovereig. Yight in the basiness of
the pulpit, has displaced altngether the preach.
er’s precomposed scrmon, by one ~puian ey
preached by bim from the same, or anoiner tegr,
«Toe Rev. Dr. Dickson handed me, 0n S .turtey
eveging, bis sermon for S.oheth mo; . 0
reed, sod I went 10 churen expweting
bim proseb it He tock the sums tew. o
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