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FRANCIS ELLIOTT

THE NOVELIST ¥
AGAINST THE VATICAN WALL
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STRENGTH
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But the day that was perhaps his
happiest in & comparative sense, for
he never was really happy
where since his wife and mother had
died,
heightened his silent grief,
day of his Confirmation : April 21,
1924. He had suffered a stroke only
a few monthe before and was still
unable to walk to the altar to take
the Sacrament. His nurses dressed
him in a blue suit, however, and
piloted him in a wheeled chair from
the Sanatorium to the Sisters’
chapel. There he comprised a Con-
firmation class all by himself. It
was & beautiful ceremony. The
little chapel—trim, immaculate
with the desert sun shining in
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nurses who had come to see their
pet patient confirmed. He was
wheeled as close to the altar rail as
possible.

Bishop Gercke, who had been sent
to take charge of the Diocese of
Arizona only a few months before,
after years under Cardinal Dough-
erty in Philadelphia and in the
Philippines, was to do the confirm-
ing. He explained the sacrament
and its spiritual significance, keying
his explanation in language and
ideas that showed he felt a great
intellectual as well
camaraderie for the man of ideas
he was about to confirm.

Through it all, Elliott sat with
easy dignity, bowing his head now
and then and feeling humbled and
exalted as the ritual of anointing
his forehead with the sacred oil and
the slight blow on the cheek
carried out. The sun moving
westward, had reached a
where it reflected like a halo of gold
on the siiver-haired supplicant as
and he
flutter of

ever

was wheeled out amid a

never finished any of these in his | handshakes and caressing congratu- |

lations.

white- |

Elliott fitted the Episco- |

f cards |

and |

giD- | «

) Tor- |

Was

clear |

pay |

M. |

that. |
ism |
| at

any- |

and his exile in Arizona only |

as a spiritual |

Was |

point |

He felt it a signal
told me so.
| And to show that the
1vuy human, even in its most |
luplrmml moments, he was allowed |
| to remain in his best blue suit and
| to eat dinner at a table in hig room
I shared a fried chicken feast with
| him,

honor,
He told everybody

NUN SUPFLIES CIGARS

Later, Mother Victoria visited us
| day of spiritual exultation by

ing us some excellent cigars
hate cigars, but these seemed
| made of some heavenly
Anyway, | never enjoyed
more, Going home |
remaining cigar in a
pure Christianity, t the taxi
driver, and regretted it Imost
immediately o this’ day [ have

never been able to find a cigar liks
it

I
to be
tobacco.
r'H]l:).“
ve the
moment of

| really
happy
| & momentary
when four volumes
London which, when
vealed an English
Pals First.” John Long had just
brought it out--nine years after
Harpers' had published the original
in America. Quite a proud moment
| for an impoveriehed and fatally il
author. But the royalties never
| came quickly enough to help him

His last letter to me, and about
the last he ever te to anyboc
suspect, lies bef It shows
| him the incorrigi New Yorker,
for he was for hungering for
places which were ver more than
a mile I'ime
has gi me
enclosing a not
wrots Everyt
Mr. Wright (I
was sorry to miss v

think that
iay Elliott had
thrill

was the last
He did hay
near the end
arrived from
pened, re

edition of his

me.

le

ne
from

ven

u again
finis

My

morn

His |

| thank

bot h

and 1"‘ Bure

| are bette For
| less homicidal fee
who run the ph
M:,rn ;.;:'[*‘ of |

which we must all

one

ngstowa
ygraph
ve and
practice

“"Am reading with delight
| autobiography of Qm ur The res
Lisfeux—"T he Little Flower.’

it all with skeptical, h

ings. All changed You must
read this. As a craftsman you can
| detect, as I did, that it’s a true
piece of work. She did write it,
and it’s beautifully i
And when he
the pape
consolation
| relative

3 LITTLR FLOWER'S LIFF

the

done
he went alone,
said. ‘‘Denied the
of a single friend or
phrased it, “‘to make
his passing easier, Francis Perry
Elliott, gifted r whose s
have entertained thousan
Wednesday at St. Mary’s H
This was true, and it gave
wrong impreesicn. Harold Bell
| Wright, for instance, had visite
him three hours before he died.

went
80 rs

one

auth

vet

URROUNDED BY

FRIENI
Of course, as a mat al
wae surround by the friend
& man can have in this world. The
Sisters of St, .]um'j‘.) hovered about
him and prayed at bed-
until the end came "elock
night, August 13, made
his passing easier.

In fact they made it
fect. Up to the
been hostile to death, acting often
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tina, “"Don’t let me sleep today,
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He attended to the most impor-
| tant part of it. He made his last
confesgion, received Holy Com-
munion, was anointed for Extreme
Unction and then restfully awaited
the end—a Roman Catholic in a
state of grace, the recipient of what
all Catholics hope” and pray for
when denied a speedy recovery.
That is to say, a happy death.—
N.C. W.C

“GOD BLESS ME”

'Tis a queer world, and queer it
is what persons will smile at and
what they will endure. One of the
most promising young baseball
players to break into the Big Leagnes
in recent years had contracted the
blasphemous habit of using the
| Holy Name when a misplay was
made or things didn’t go just right.
His teammates and opponents heard
him, and so did spectators in the

stande ; nothing came of it until an |

{ umpire who has seen many years of
| service called him aside one day and
quietly corrected him
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From the study of man’s naturv
| it is impossible to conclude to man's
destiny or end, or to deduce the
rules for the ec8nduect of this life :
because man was not made to follow
nature, but God.—Dr. Brownson,
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of Jean TrouVé

BY
NEVIL HENSHAW

The Literary Digest says:

A man who loves the good brown
earth is writing. He knows the
good and simple people of the Louis
iana marshes, with their Gallic
humor and vivacity, their courtesy
and kindness under rough clothes
and circumstances. He found
delight in writing about them, and
because of that he makes reading of
them a delight He has made a
book of charm and truth
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