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GERTRUDE—~NOVEMBER 15, 1292

f God, Who leved me (Gal, ii, 20

It is mazvellous kow a seclugded
lite of & nun, who died over six hun
dred years ago, stands now for a full
refutation of what is often said
sgainst convent life, and reveals it
in ite purity and exeellence. And it
is no medieval legend that we have
to trust, no mere #radition that love
and piety may have adorned with
mistaken zeal., The oalumnies
about the idle and ignorant lives of
monka and ne even now, let alone
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in the Middle Ages, befose printiog
multiplied books snd gave all a
chance to be edusated, are elearly
retuted by the life and writings of
St. Gertrude, s Benedietine nun.
With perheps the exeepiion of St.
Terees, there is no female writer of
the Church who ranks abeve this
holy nun. Though a Germean, her
books were all written in Latin, and
they have always been treasured by
the Ohurch, and can readily be pur-
chased at the present dsy.

Gertrude was a typicel nun of the
thousands and thoueands who passed
their days under the Ruls of St
Benedict. Of noble family, at five
years of age ehe was gemmitted fo
the care of the Abbees of Eisleben
to be educated. Clever, diligent,
and devout, slfe made equal advance
ment in learning and plety. When
old enough she wae professed, fak-
ing the vows of poverty, chastity,
and obedience, and that other special
Benedictine vow of stability—3ihat is,
of persevering in the Order. Hew
she observed the sbrict enclosure we
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many are my evil deserts—my good
ones none, And grant me, desr
Jesus, to lpve Thee in all things and
above all thinge, to cling fecrvently to
Thee, to hope and frust in Thee.”
(ibid., o. vii.)

flawer, but its charm is its fragrance.
Then what is the great charm of Sh
Gertrude, gpouse of Christ, in the
kidden life of the cloister from child-
hood to old age, that made hker so
dear 8o the Sacred Heart? Ii was
her humility. It is a marvel of the
grace of God that one so pure, 80

herself

learn ‘from the fact that the only
occagion on which she lefé the con- |
vent—and she died at the age of |
seventy—was when, at the requea”
of a council of Bishops, she took |
charge of & neighboring house to |
bring it up to the perfection which |
reigned in her own,

Sequestered from the world, hid- |
den and wunknown, these zealous |
nuns we find wers in all church and
devotionnl exercises identical, W('i
may 8ay, with sisters of the present
time. If we could #transpose .\:.}
Gertrude and her sisters into soma |
existing convent, keeping the same |
rule and serving the same good Loxd |
and Master, BcAXC difference |
could be noticed actly the game |
Divine Office would be chanted ; the |
same Holy and the ftrain of
sisters approaching for Holy Com- |
mupion ; the same hours devoted to
ronding, meditation, and holy silence. |

And as we learn from S§. Gertrude |
berself, they practissd so many of |
the pelf-eame devotions that are the |
joy and sweetness of convent life |
today. Never a day did she pass|
without praying for and doing somse |
penance for the souls in Pargalory.
And ae she did herself, so would she
teach the others. Constant ejacula-
tions and turning in epirit to hoer
Guardian Angel was another pious
practice. A tender devotion fto the
blessed Virgin Mary was specially |
cultivated by our Saint. One of her
prayers (Exercit. vi.) runs thus: |
" May the most holy heart and soul
of Thy glorious Virgin-Mother Mary
give Thee thonke and praise for me,
whom Thou didst choose for Mother |
for the need of my salvation.” !

Devotion to the Passion
and Death of our Redeemer was also ‘
a most prominent feature in her lite; |
ard we find mention of the stigmata, |
though she humbly prayed that they |
might be only in her heart.
endeavored to conceal the heavenly |
favors which she 8o frequently
received, but in vain; for instance,
ecstagies during Mases, at Holy Com-
munion, visions in which our Diyine
Lord spoke to her " as a friend to a
friend,” and the miracles that hap-
pened in answer to her prayers.
Her loving Master wished guch
things to be manifest to be an en
couragement and a glory to her
gigters. When the poor pessantry |
around clamoured for her help,
when, after a long winter, the
ground was frost-bound late in the
gpring, and they dreaded a famine, a
ghort prayer from St. Gerirude, and
the thaw came, and the sun smiled
once more, and all the country-side
thanked God for His meroy. The
game poor pecple, remembering this,
appealed to her again when pro-
longed wet weather was ruining
their harvest, and their hope was
again fulfilled by her prayers, to the
confusion of the humble Gertrude,
but to the glory of God.

Another great devo#ion, thought
to be s0 modern, and the propagsa-
tion of which we truly ascribe to the
blessed Margaret Mary, we may be
surprised to find was well known and
loved in the communipy of St. Ger-
trude—devotion to the Sacred Heart
of Jesus! In ingtructions which she
wrote, we find prayers such a8 these:
“ 0 Jeeus, my sweet hope, may Thy
Divine Heart, broken with love for
me, and which is ever open to all
pinners, be the refage of my depart- l
ing soul, when, through Thy infinite \

iV &

Maes,

Sacred

She

Jove, in & moment all my sinfalness
may be abgorbed, that I may enter
with Thee into the heavenly choir,
O beloved of my heart' (Exer. c. vi)) |
And again: ‘' Thy Divine love has
opened to me the most sweet Heart
of my Jesus. O Heart brimming
over with sweetness, O Heart over

flowing with love, O Heart tull of
mercy, make me die for love and
devotedness to Thes. O most dear
Heart, 1 pray Thee abgorb all my
bheart’'s affection in Thee. . Be
ever mindful of me; may the sweet-
nesg of Thy love refresh my poor
heart, I pray. May the tenderness
of Thy mercy cover me, for alas!

unworthy
earth,
Oftentimes an invalid, through her
hard life and fastings and little
sleep, when she could not be present
at the Divine Office or the Holy
Masgs, she humbly confessed that it
was for her wickedness that she was
thus deprived. But above all coneo-

latione she placed conformity to the |

Holy Will of God. Once when our
Blessed Lord offered her the choice
to be well and attend the Church
gsolemnities or to remain an invalid,
she refuased to make a choice,
humbly replied: ''O Lord, I wish to
do Thy Hol!y Will.

If we wish to be plesging unto
God, let us learn to wigh only His
good Will, and to be humble, and
this prayer of blessed Gertrude would
teach us how: " O sweet mercy of
God, full of tenderaees and clamenoy,
bshold in the sorrow and pressing
need of my heart, seek eafety in Thy
loving Will, for thou art my whole
hope and trust. Thou hast never
deepised one, sad and sorrowful,
Thou has never rejscted the vilest
ginner, Thou hast never abandoned
one seeking belp. Thou hast never

but

passed by one in grievous trouble |

without a look of mercy. The needy

and poor Thou dost always assist, as | 7
| submiesion to if,

» mother her child. To all invoking
Thy most holy Name Thy loving
assistance is given. And even un-
worthy me, Thou wilt not cast from

Thee on account of my sins and my |

unworthy life "’ (ibid., c. vil.)
Such is the epirit of 5t. Gertrude,

and such her placid, uneventful life; |
but a lite full of good works and |
| tendencies
ing and piety, such as we find in this |

virtues in the sight of God. Learn

convent in the thirteenth century,

and the life, the devotions, the spirif |

that existed there, are all to be found
ag real and as thorough in convents
of the present day. Such souls are
not only thas defence,
of conventual life,

THE GENEVA
CONFERENCE
Floyd 7‘\4‘\. —.;mww 1
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Both the friends and the foes
of the Protestant Reformation
often fail to realize the important
paert that Genova played in that
fovement. Too generally one's
attention is drawn to the more
gpectacular figure of Luther, despile
the plain fact that his revolt, left
alone, would have come to little. I%
was in its beginning simply the
rebellion of a lusiful German psas-
ant monk, hot-headed and wilful,
and it would bave been advocated
only by a limited coterie of similar
minded peasants and a few adulter
ous princes like Philip of Heese, had
pot greater minds than Luther's
taken it up. And it is to Geneva
that we must look for the mind
which gave to Protestantism a phil-
osophy and g0 a permanent a basis
of exigtence. John Calvin, a man of
ability, trained in the law and in
theclogy, turned his attention to
erystellizing the oppoeition to the
Catholic Church, and he did it well,
Geneva was the seat of his power,
eivil and religious, and the rscord of
conditions there when St. Francis de
Sales was its Bishop shows how
thoroughly he had eradicated all
traces of the Church and her ways.
Since to Geneva we must look for
making permanent the breaci in the
Charch’'s ranks, it is altogether
fitting that to Geneva we should
look for the first attempt to remedy
that condition.

Reporte have just remched this
country concerning a great gather
ing which took place in August in
that Swies city, when we =are told,
“ @ighty churches and forty nations
were represented.” Nearly every
body of people who nacknowledge
* Jegus Ohrist as Lord and Saviour"
wae represented there, " except that
the Church of Rome was congpicuous
by ite absence.” And this form of

The violet ie an inconapicuous |

ardent in God's service, should think |
to walk God's|
And this she really thought.

| of this one
Society

but the glory |
| announced that they could not
| gider as binding upon them anythivg |
\ that t,
| and the representativee of the Greek |
| Churches,

‘ principles

expreesion shows more clearly than
poything elée why. When the
deputation of Anglican Bishops
visited the Pope to deliver in person
an invitation %o him to send mn
official representative to the confer-
ence of which this one was the out
growth, there were many, including
some Catholics, who had high hopes
that it would be an opportunity for
bringing #l bodies ©f separated |
Ohristisde in touch with the Holy
See. When his Holiness made his
deci¢ion and refused the offer'
tendered in all good fsith snd a
gincere desire for its accepignce,
there was & feeling of great disap
pointment, egein sbared by many |
| Oatholice. But eubsequent events |
l?avv justifled tho position which the

joly Father then took. The con-
| ference to which he was fnvited was
to be ' On Faith and Order,” it was
| 80 proceed on the sssumption that |
these offered debatable ground, that
eanch of theses " eighty churches” or
any other of the deveral hundred
had a8 much right to ils epinion ae
any of the ojhers, and " the Church
| of Rome" would gimply have been |
| the eighty-firet one. Hence the 1
| Pope, a8 Vicar of Christ, as the
| custodian of the tremsures of the
| Kingdom ot Heaven, could not con-
!ssm to participate. He could, and, |
| indeed, would gladly receive at any {
| $ime those who sought reunion, He |
| has many $imes issued invitations o
the ' other sheep '’ seriously to lay to
heact the injury to the cause of
Christ which sheir divislens bring
about, and countless theusands have
| heeded these invitations, and
returned, The Pope was not indif- |
ferent to the fect thad here were a
| large group who at least thought
they wanted unity, but ke could not
| accept their terms and remain faith- ]
ful %o his #trust. I say thay |
“ thought” they wanted unity, for
when a concrete proposition of any
gort is brought before many of these
denominations they reject it forth.
with, For example, the Methodist |
Christian Advocate in commenting
on the Lambeth appeal for ur
recently eaid: " We are by no means
| sure that it is the revealed will of
Cnrigt that His followers should be |
orgoenically one, Our expsrience ‘
with such a ‘ Catholic Church' has |
been anything but reassuring.
Thue, at the outeet they cas
the proffered cup from their lips,
rejecting it a8 a poisonous thing. |
. ia emall prospect of
union there, yst-$hese same Me
distes and these same Angli
two of the " eighty church sh |
were ofl ly represented at Genevs, |
whe ) very £t

Iate of
ssions

Lhere auv |

outeet
farence Bishop G
opened the

‘In the New Testament I do
geem to filnd anything which
entitied to call iteelf member
Christ

hip of
which is not also membership

|

|

¢ |
uamistakable terms: \
|

|

|

|

vieible Society, and the
would be representec

gocieties. But each

was the embodiment of $hs |

Catholie- society and ow:d‘l

the conception of |

its catholicity being very far uhend‘i

of its actuality, There was not to|

be a variety of societies. The Divine \

diecipline was to be the obligation of |

belonging to the one gociety. That |

,‘

|

\

local
society
one

geems to me to be unmistakahble in
the New Testament, The Divine
discipline brought to besr on the
and varieties of human
temperament conel 1 obligation
of memberghip in one vieible
society and submission to its |
suthority.” [

But even at Geneva did they all
sccept this? Hardly! The Amer
jcan Presbyterians emphatically

con

l

the conferencs might ad
whila anpouncing that
“the Orthodox Churches, are willing
to join any leagus of Churches for
the purpose of establishing Christia:
and working together
against every system which is
opposed to thoee principles,” yet
commit themselves to nothing what-
ever. They are alwaye found glad |
to co.operate in vieits of scour v,
particularly with High Church Angli. |
cans, who glory in such things, bu
they never overstep ths bounds and
make any acknowledgement of Ang |
lisan oleims. How far then hes |
the Geneva Conference proceeded? |
Does it justity the sanguine hopes of |
thoee who have spent so muc h time |
in projecting it? Let us examine |
ite history in order to see if we can |
arrive ot a fair answer fto these |
questions, |
Thie conference is the net result |
of ten years of monumental labor,
prayer and thovght. 1t waa flret |
projected in the General C yavention |
of the Protestant Episcopal Church ﬂ
in 1910 and has occcupied the time of

many of its best workere since Hmtl
date. The secretary of the Com- i
miesion then appcinted, Mr. Robert |
H. Gardiner, has done wonderful |
gervice. To his indefatigable zsal |
and untiring devotion ia due whatf |
ever success hms come, end one who 1
has not followed oarefully the course |
of this work can ecarcely appreciate ‘
what a task it has bsen to get into
touch with all these various Chris-
tian societies, to disarm &heir pre .
judices, to arrange meebings of
groupa of them, to get any sort of
pgresment from $hem, and to make
possib'e the holding of a conference
like this one. Truly there has heen
pothing like it since the Reforma.
tion : ite axdent protegonists say not
since the days of the Eastern schism,
Yet in what way the oause of Cheis.
tian unity bas been furthered is hard
to see. Some wunusual events did
take place. A eonference of men of
g0 many languages, xraces, modes of

thought, diversities of theological
osition, yet all filled with a desire
o mend the rents their ferefathers
had made in the seamless rebes of
Christ was signifieant.
in Genava would seem to be a sert
of humiliating reminder of the way
in which these troubles had besen
onused, They met, they listened,

they passed resolutions, they differed, |

but they were all united in ouly one
thing, thad thing which a recsnt
writer in America has said dis
tinguishes and unites nll Protestant
iem, viz, : that the Pope is not the
Viear of Christ and thet his ferms
cannot be naccepiable. From the
pomp and oceremony of the most
elaborate Byzantine rite o the bald
gervice of the most, “hard shelled

Baptist is a far ory in externals, but
they are all wuniéted by this ens
internal principle, and so lopgd as
they are there is nothing further
that can be eaid or done to furither
Christian reunion. The Church fis
one, it doss not have o be mads ene.
The Ohurch bas a Divine govern-
men?, it needs no sst of resclutions
to put it into operation, and until
Christian men recognize that, tkere
is nothing further that can be done

to bring them hack so there shall be |

“one fold and one shepherd.,” All
that anyone oan say of the resulie
of the Geneva Conference is summed
up in the concludinig paragrhph of

Its meeting |

| the

|
the mccount given in the Living |
Chuxch :

“The final service, on August 194h, |
the (eastern) Festival of the Trans |
figurntion, was that held in the |
Russian church on the invitation of |

Esstern Orthodox Churches, |
when the Holy Rucharist was offered |
in the presence of all the delegaten |
with all the pomp and ceremony of
the eastern rites. At the clesing
business wsession of the same day
Bighop Brent made one of his monu
mental addreeses, and the remark
able event was closed.”

Catbolios must eontinue to bs |
keenly interested in every effort of |
this kind, even though they rec
ognize that it muet result in nothiog
tengible. They mugtl continwe fo
pray that Our Lord's high-priestly
prayer for unity bs fulfilled, and
thinking of Genevs, can they do
better than fo invoke that saintly
3ishop of Genevs, who is reckoned
as the patron of convert makers, and
uttar their hoartfelt petition, “ St.
Francis de Salee, Pray for us” ?

——

Sickness is tontagieus, go is vige ;

but goodness and grece are aleo
coniagions. In a thewsand ways
salvation ie more easy when our
days are spent with the good and
holy who live by faith.—Father Gall-
wey, S. J.
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