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the Maater, in Whose name he had
power to forgive sin, that Catholics
pray-all their lives long. The dying
man was at rest, and half turning to
those who had risked their lives to
secure for their comrade what he had
so passionately craved, the priest
raised his hand in a final blessing.

Thus o third time a Catholic
called down the blessing of God on
Hugh L'Estrange.

Those of his colleagues who were
present when George the Lancastrian
had been allowed to keep the faith
ot his fathers, declared themselves
not in the least surprised when they
heard that Hugh L'Estrange had been
received into the Catholic Church.
To others the news of hie conver-
sion came as a nine days' wonder.
But to no one was the wonder of all
8o deep or so lasting as to the man
himself. Faith had come to him in
the midst of the blindest ignorance.
As achild, he had to learn the cate-
chism trom its first page. On one
point only he needed no teaching.
He knew that God the Son was truly
present in the Sacrament of the
Altar. And that light made every-
thing clear.

In the boat on the open sea, in the
jsland cabin with the storm still rag-
ing without, the faith ot the priest
and people had shown him & reflex
of heaven's light. And knowing
himself, with & sudden owerwhelm-
ing knowledge, to be in the presence
of Jesus Christ, he had understood
that this was the fulfillment of his
first two Catholic blessings. The
blessing of God had indeed attended
him, and here, unexpectedly as to
form and place, the reward of God
had come upon him. It would lead
him, God willing, some day to die at
peace, with the assurance of forgive
ness for the past and happiness for
the future on the lips of the priest at
his side.

MODERN MYSTICISM

“With the exception of man,” says
the Rev. Dr. Gibbons, quoting Schop-
enhauer, “no being wonders at ite
own existence, and if anything in
the world is worth’ wishing for it is
that & ray of light should fall on the
obscurity of our being.” Neverthe-
less, says the Doctor, minds of mod-
ern times are busily trying to dis-
cover the great secret and to croes
the great divide that separates the
finite from the infinite. There re-
mains (he says in one of his West-
minster discourses) in the depths of
our fallen nature an imperishable
instinct of revolt against Christianity
and because it relegates to a future
life all the pleasures and fuller
knowledge which we think should be
given us in the present world. A
gimilar intellectual revolt took place
in the eighteenth century, which in
its due course precipitated the hor-
rors of the French Revolution. All
that we seek to day, the thinkers of
the eighteenth century also sought,
and all in turn passed from material-

to the souls of little children on the
strange ground (ae these Indians
thought) that having been balked of
life at the beginning, the children
would try it again as animals!

All these schemesof re-incarnation
in one form or another, have always
been attractive to the mystice. Here
is however, this difference between
Philosophic mysticiem, and Christian
mysticiem, namely, that the philo-
sophical or pagan mysticism is based
on the natural cognation (or realiz-
ing) of the soul with the Deity; while
Christian émysticiem is founded on
the supernatural union with Christ
by His Spirit. The parallel between
the Pagan (as shown by Buddhism)
and the Christian idea is seen in the
tollowing ideas of the Buddhiat cate-
chism: (1) that old age and death
cause misery and suffering; (2) thas
birth is the cause of death; (3) that
desire to live arise from conscious-
ness and (4) that consciousness itself
arises from ignorance. Consequent-
ly men were to annihilate them-
selves intellectually by—ceasing in so
far as they could without self-murder
to exist. Compare this ideal with
that of Christianity which (like that
of Buddha) tells us not to love the
world, but also teaches that it we use
our talents well in the world, we
shall be led to knowledge of God—a
great enlightenment. It was, says
Matthew Arnold, the gladness of
Christianity, not its sorrow which
made Christianitythe best ideal. Itis
unnecessary to go into the story of
Theosophy and its series of re-incar-
nations. It is the latest answer to
our desire for immortality, says Dr.
Gibbons, and consiste namely in
freeing man from the inconvenient
idea of a personal God who watches
all and judges all, while the most
terrible penalty awaiting the evil-doer
is probably what he himself would
most desire, namely, final disappear-
ance from this mundane sphere by
a process of attrition, or successive
re-incarnations on a lower scale of
lite which will finally peter out in
nihilation, or non-reincarnation.—
.Y. Freeman’s fournal.

THE POWER OF
CATHOLICS

Boasting is childish, offensive, un-
profitable, easy. There is nothing
easier except, perhaps, eating, drink-
ing and sleeping. No great gift or
power of any kind is required for
boasting. A glib tongue, a wild im-
agination, a shallow intellect are
quite sufficient to accomplish it.
There is a great deal of boasting at
present amongst & certain class of
Catholics. The occasion for it is the
“ Catholic Directory " for 1914, where-
in the faithful are numbered at
16,000,000. The statement of this
huge throng has been greeted with
dissertations about the sublimity of
the faith, the power of Catholics in
eivil life, and so on. But what power
have Catholics in civil life ? Is it in

ism, to deism, rationalism and a
mysticism that culminated in
psychology akin to that whichengages
many discontented minds in our own

age.

The world, says Dr. Gibbons, has
gone crazy on Psychology; it is an
epidemic found not only in novels
and monthly magazines, but also in
the daily press. The teaching of this
new “‘ology” is that the soul is noth-
ing but a matter of molecular mech-
anic. This, of course, is not psychol-
ogy at all, but pure physiology based
upon a theory “molecular action,”
and the result is that (according to
its finding) the soul can be reduced
to terms of time, space and the foot-
rule. Dr. Gibbons tells how in their
quest of “truth,” men declared that
phosphorous was the intellectual prin-
ciple of the soul brain, and for atime
the truthseekers hung upon their
last find. Then it was whispered
that sheep and geese pOssess more
phosphorus in their “dome of
thought” than all other beings, in-
cluding man, and (wittily says the
Doctor) once more the geese saved the
Capitol, If the soul be a nonentity
and thought a mechanical process,
the morality becomes a matter of
sentiment in which there can be no
question of God or freedom any more
than in the laws of physical motion,
and but for this grave danger, the
conclusion of modern peychial re-

, searchers would only be amusing.

The new mysticism is really a re-
action against this “cellular” mater-
ialism, and to reactionary causes
must we attribute the revival of oc-
cult sciences which abound every-
where throughout the world. Men
says our Doctor, have wearied of the
clatter of the machine-shop and have:
turned again towards the ideal and
the spiritual. To the new longing
for “truth” we can attribute the rise
of the schools of New England Tran-
scendentalism, the New Theism of
France, the Positivism of Harrison
and the new Theologies with which
gociety is becoming encumbered.
This new mysticism has been paral-
leled with that which sweptover the
world in the thirteenth and four-
teenth centuries, when men had
grown weary of the disputations of
the Schoolmen, and which lasted till
the age of printing brought about
new intellectual activity. As in
those days, when there came about a
revival in the belief of transmigra-
tion, one or the earliest known forms
of superstition, we find ourselves
confronted to-day with a recurrence
to a belief in metemphychosis and
other doctrines of reincarnation.
This notion that the soul is bornanew
into another body seems to be co-eval
with world history, and the Egyp-
tians, the Hindus, the Platonists and
Pythagoreans all taught it in some
form or other. Even among the
Canadian Indians, who limit the idea

proportion to their number or worth?
Can they redress wrongs? Have
they done so ? 'There are wrongs by
the score unredressed. The country
is flooded by subsidized papers too
vile for the eyes of decent people,
wherein all that Catholics hold dear
is reviled shamefully. Sons of Cath-
olic fathers and mothers, who have
given themselves to God in a life
that is a daily martyrdom of work
and prayer, are held up to the Ameri-
can public as lecherous rascals whose
one desire in life is to ruin innocent
souls by a base use of the confessional.
Their very names are mentioned
calumniously ; the Master Whom
they serve is blasphemed ; the Sacra.
ments that they administer are ridi-
culed; their Protestant tellow-citizens
are called upon to prepare “for &
coming revolution ” which is to
sweep priests and  the pagan dragon
of the Tiber ” from the world. What
are the 16,000,000 Catholics doing ?
Sighing in easy chairs and exclaim-
ing over their tea: “ How dreadful!”
At least visible effects would lead to
this or a similar conclusion.

The daughters of Catholic fathers
and mothers, who wear the livery of
Christ's virgins, the purest of God's
children, women consecrated to the
poor and unfortunate, are harried
day in and day out by the vicious,
geurrilous pens of scribes too coward-
1y to sign their names. Our devoted
Sisters are painted as fallen women,
hiding their shame under the cloak
of religion. They are represented
in pictures as vietims of a tyrannous
gystem that has been instrumental
in stripping them of virtue and liber-
ty. What have their Catholic fathers
and mothers done about it ? What
have their Catholic sisters and
brothers done ? They have put their
hands down into their pockets and
paid their hard-earned money to
help spread thraugh the mails mon-
strous calumnies about their kith
and kin; and they have smiled in
contentment every time the paid
servant of the government has de-
livered the frequent * sample copy "
to them iu their homes. They have
put forth no effort to prevent the
government which they support with
their money from becoming a tool in
the hands of blatant fanatics, for the
defamation of members of their
household.

Did a Catholic editor calumniate a
rabbi or a Methodist preacher one
jat or tittle, did he revile one article
of Jewish or Methodist belief, the
whole machinery of state and nation-
al government would be put in
motion, not only to forbid his paper
the mail, but to suppress it also, if
that were possible. The Jews num-
ber something over a million, the
Catholics sixteen millions, There is
the difference.

How often have we heard of late
of our numerous Catholic Governors,

Congressmen, national Senators,
Assemblymen, State Senators ?
Every week some Catholic paper or
another containe a partial or full
list of them., What then? Our
shame is but increased. If our votes
are numerous enough to send these
men to our legislative halls, why is
not our influence strong enough to
prevent the daily injustices to which
we are forced to submit. Only last
year the legislature of a State with
an enormous Catholic population
passed a bill giving $250,000 to &
sectarian institution of education for
a school of forestry. The Governor
signed that bill, and the sect is now
using public money, the money of
Catholics, too, to glorify itself. Nota

 voice was raised in protest. Yet that

selfeame sect fairly clamors against
Catholics and the State at the least
suspicion of any favor to Catholic
institutions.

There is to be an exposition in San
Francisco. From one foreign coun-
try there lately came a delegate who
has reviled our faith ; insulted the
Holy Father in odious terms ; sneered
at Catholics as dupes, obscurantiste,
dolte who cannot measure up to &
man's height. He is now in a land
which was evangelized by Catholics
and rejoices in Catholic traditions
and in Catholic names. What have
the great mases of Catholics done to
prevent this outrage on our feelings?
Nothing. Neither will they do any-
thing. On the contrary, many of
them will listen to the delegate’'s
lectures, serve on committees ap-
pointed to receive him and apologize
to their Protestant friends, smiling
sweetly and saying : “But you know
we American Catholics are quite dif-
ferent from those in continental
Europe. What he says can not pos-
sibly be applied to us.”

The spirit which prompts such
words reveals one of the chief
reasons for the weakness of 16,000,
000 Catholics. They lack power be-
cause they lack union. They lack
union because they lack spirit.
Lacking spirit, they either take their
thrashing lying down or stand up
under it, mistaking it for an affec-
tionate embrace. No wonder our
priests are calumniated, our Sisters
slandered, our sacraments reviled.
No wonder the government which we
help to support by our money and to
sustain by the blood of our men is
made use of by fanatics, for our con-
stant humiliation. All these crimes
are committed against ue because we
permit them, not through weakness,
but by apathy. But, then, we are
16,000,000 strong. This is 8o consol-
ing.—America,

PROTESTANT LOSSES IN
GEEI_\IANY

One of the best known Protestant
pastors in Germany, whose name is
not given, however, but the authen-
ticity of whose declaration is abso-
lutely guaranteed, declares very em-
phatically that “ vital religion is eb
bing from among the Germans and
every detail of statistics proves to
me that Protestantism is markedly
on the decline.” He calls attention,
on the other hand, to the fact that
German Catholicism is growing, and
that taking the entire population of
the empire, the census returns show
that Catholicism is growing more
rapidly than Protestantism and that
the faith of Rome absorbs a greater
share of the increasing population
than the faith of Luther.

This has, of course, been obvious
for a considerable time, but Protest-
ants, at least the Protestant clergy,
have been very slow to acknowledge
it. ‘Now they can no longer even
pretend not to see what is happen-
ing. In the great Catholic strong-
hold of Bavaria and the provinces
along the Rhine, Lutheraniem has
quite failed in its attacks on Rome,
while in the regions hitherto consid-
ered to be exclusively Protestant, and
above all the far northern provinces,
Pomerania, Mecklenburg and Brand-
enburg, the proportion of Catholics
is steadily mounting. In the Slavic
provinces to the east Catholicity is
advancing rapidly and Protestantism
making no progress.

A similar state of affairs exists in
this country, as has been admitted
by a number of Protestant ministers.
The pastor of the oldest Congrega-
tional Church in Connecticut, one of
the most important churches of New
England, who is & member of the
Yale Corporation, wrote a book some
years |ago with the startling title
i pagsing Protestantism and Coming
Catholicity.” Ofcourse he minimized
the  growth of Catholicity and made
his idea the progress of modernism,
tor he concluded that both Catholics
and Protestants were merging in
modernistic views. That was some
five years ago. Everyone outside
of the Church at that moment was
quite sure that modernism cut a
prominent figure in the Catholic
Church. Just about that time the
Papaldeclaration in the matter came,
and now no one thinks seriously that
modernism is disturbing Catholicity.
Only a very few of those who were
really never absolutely agsured in
their beliefs have been affected by it.

This German Protestant minister
calls attention to all the details of
regard for religion in which Catho-
lics are observant and Protestants
negligent. The celebration of mar.
riages within the churches is greatly
decreasing in Protestant Germany.
The registry office takes the place of
the Church and the civil marriages
of the religious ceremony. This is
very seldom true for Catholics, and
it is quite rare for a Catholic to neg-
lect to be married by the Church,
The same principle holds good at
burials. More and more Protestants,
especially among the working classes,

decline to ask the services of their

pastor at the graveside and do not con-
gider it at all necessary to have any
formal religious service in connec-
tion with the burial. Very seldom
are Protestant ministers summoned
to console Protestants before death,
while of course almost no Catholic
ever misses seeing the priest at that
time at least, and all arrangements
are made for religious burial serv-
ices.

Above all, the reduction in the
birthrate among Protestants is much
more marked than it is among Cath-
olics. The two-child family has be-
come almost the rule among Pro-
testants where there are children in
the family, but a great many famil-
ies, especially in the cities, have no
children at all, or but one, Among
the Slavic populations the birthrate
is being maintained and Catholicity
has a great influence over a large
pumber of the members of the
Church in maintaining a normal
death rate. Not only is there the
drain on Protestantism because of
the loss of faith, but above all it is
literally dying out.

Such testimony from a Protestant
given authoritatively is, indeed, in-
teresting. In so far as it means a
loss of faith in Christianity, it is sad
to think of, yet it is inevitable that
it should be so soon as the logic of
the situation asserted ite force, for
Lutheranism is quite impossible on
logical grounds. Hence the import-
ant scholarly converts that are being
made in Germany and that have so
geriously disturbed the German Pro-
testant mind. — Buffalo Union and
Times.

ANOTHER MOTU
PROPRIO

The latest “ Motu Proprio " from
our Holy Father relates to the estab-
lishment of *“ A College for Mission-
aries of Emigration,” which will
have particular care of Italian emi-
grants. Among other things His
Holiness says :

“ Wherefore, desiring, as far as in
our power, to provide for this state
of things with a radical remedy,
after having diligently considered
and studied the question, and having
heard the views of the Consistorial
Congregation, we have decided to
institute-—and by the present;Motu
Proprio we do institute—a college of
priests in this mother city for the
assistance of Italians in countries of
immigration. To this college there
shall be admitted only young Italian
priests of the secular clergy who
present themselves with the consent
or by order of their Bishops ; they
shall stay there for one or two years
until they shall have mastered thelan-
guage, customs and laws of one of
the foreign countries in which
colonies of Italians are established ;
thus they will be able, when their
own instruction is completed, to
work to greater advantage on behalf
of those from their own country.

“ Meanwhile, we pray the Bishops
of Italy, especially those who have
pumerous emigrants in their dio-
ceses, to send to this institution such
of their priests and clerics as they
think suited.

“ And thus those, under whose
jurisdiction are found colonies of
Italians notsufficiently provided with
religious assistance, will find the
fulilment in this institute of the
desire expressed frequently to the
Holy See by Bishops, particularly
from America to know where to turn
to find worthy priests, who have
been specially trained for the exer-
cise of the sacred ministry on behalf
of Italians living there.

“ Thus, too, it will become more
easy to put a check to the entrance
into America of less reliable priests
who are moved to go there, not fron:
love of Jesus Christ or zeal for souls
but from the desire to look after
their own interests. In this regard
we will shortly lay down more pre-
cise rules by decree of the Sacred
Consistorial Congregation.”

This regulation will no doubt re-
dound to the great spiritual beneflt
of the Italian immigrants in this
country.—Intermountain Catholic.

WHOLESALE
PROSELYTIZING

e

Some comments in the Word and
Way, a Baptist Organ published in
Kansas City, help illustrate the need
for the new -missionary college that
is to be established in Rome in the
interest of Italian emigrants to this
and other countries.

The comments we refer to shed
light upon the organized efforts to
Protestantize Italian Catholics land-
ing on these shores. We are in-
formed that in New York City there
are 44 Protestant Italian Churches.
We learn that the services at these
churches, upon which thousands of
dollars have been expended, are
attended by 1 per cent. of the
entire Italian population of the
city. There are 400 Italian Protest-
ant Churches and missions scattered
throughout the country. The Word
and the Way thus unctuously refers
to the proselytizing work in which
they are engaged :, “Our Lord has
abundantly blessed the efforts that
are being put forth to make the
Italians truly religious.

The Italian emigrant is described
“as at heart religious. His is a
fervent, spiritual nature. All that
he needs is the pathetic touch of the
faith that was revealed to Rome e
That is Italians, whose forefathers
were Christianized centuries betore
Protestantism was ever heard of,
have had to wait for the “pathetic
touch” of Baptists, Methodists, Pres-
byterians and Episcopalians before

becoming “trnly religious.” After
receiving this “touch” they are to
become, for the firat time in their
lives, truly religious, although in
their Italian homes across the Atlan-
tic they as children lisped their
prayers at a mother's knee and later
on knelt at the altar rail to receive
thle‘ Body and Blood of Christ Him-
self,

Apostate Italians who have aban-
doned the Catholic Faith for worldly
gain, are expected to act as Protest:
ant Proselytizers, We quote : ‘‘Per-
haps 60 per cent. of the members of
these churches (the 400 Protestant
Italian churches and missions in the
United States) were brought into
their present relations by other
Italians. Nor is this all. These
home missionaries become foreign
missionaries. Their anxiety for the
salvation of their friends in Italy is
strong and on their return thither,
they‘exett themselves for their con-
version,"”

Here is the way this ‘conversion”
is to be brought about : “ Inasmuch
as the Latin Church prohibite the
circulation of the Bible there, it is
incumbent on us to see to it that
these, our missionaries to Italy, are
equipped with a supply of Italian
Bibles. ‘And Our Lord will bless the
colportage.” It will be noted that
there is no suggestion as explaining
away the destructive criticism of the
higher ocriticism, which is playing
such havoc with the Protestant
sects.

We have quoted this stuff for the
purpose of calling attention to the
Protestant Propaganda carried on for
the purpose of winning away our
Italian brothers from the Catholic
Church. Something can be done to
offset this propaganda if non-Italian
Catholice take & sympathetic and
active interest in the plans formed
by the Holy Father to prevent the
great loss to the Church which
would result from neglecting to pro-
vide for the spiritual needs of the
Italian immigrants who are landing
on these shores in ever increasing
numbers. — New York Freeman's
Journal.
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NOVELS

By ROSA MULHOLLAND
Marcella Grace.
Agatha’s Hard Saying.
Late Miss Hollingford.
By JEROME HARTE
The Light of His Countenance.

By FRANCIS COOKE
Her Journey's End.
The Secret of the Green Vase.
My Lady Beatrice.
The Unbidden Guest.

By JEAN CONNOR
Bond and Free.

So as by Fire.

By F. VON BRACKEL
The Circus-Rider's Daughter.

By W. M. BERTHOLDS
Connor D'Arcy’s Struggles.

By CARDINAL WISEMAN
Fabiolo.

By A. C. CLARKE
Fabiola's Sisters.

By ERNST LINGEN
Forgive and Forget.

By COTNTESS HAHN-HAHN
The Heiress of Cronenstein.

By RAOUL DE NAVERY
Idols; or the Secret of the Rue

Chaussee d'Antin.
The Monk’s Pardon.
Captain Roscoff.

By H. M. ROSS
In God's Good Time.

The Test of Courage.

By M. C. MARTIN
The Other Miss Lisle.

Rose of the World.

By A. DE LAMOTHE
The Outlaw of Camargue.

By JANE LANSDOWNE
The Shadow of Eversleigh.

By MARY AGATHA GRAY
The Tempest of the Heart.
The Turn of the Tide.

By CARDINAL NEWMAN
Callista.

By MRS. ANNA H. DORSEY
Tangled Paths.

May Brooke.
The Sister of Charity.
Tears on the Diadem.

By ISABEL CECILIA WILLIAMS
The Alchemist's Secret.

In the Crucible.
“Deer Jane.”

By REV. A. J. THEBAUD, S.J.
Louisa Kirkbridge.

By HENDRICK CONSCIENCE
The Merchant of Antwerp.
Conscience's Tales.

By SARAH M. BROWNSON
Marian Elwood.

By ANONYMOUS
Faith, Hope and Charity.

By CHARLES D'HERICAULT
The Commander.

By FANNY WARNER
Beech Bluff.

By REV. W. H. ANDERSON
Catholic Crusoe.

By MARY C. CROWLEY
Happy-go-lucky.

Merry Hearts and True.

By RT. REV. MGR. J. O'CONNELL, D.D,
The African Fabiola.

By CLARA M. THOMPSON
Howthorndean.

By GENEVIEVE WALSH
Kathleen's Motto.

By MARIE GERTRUDE WILLIAMS
Alias Kitty Casey.

By ELIZABETH M. STEWART
Lady Amabel and the Shepherd Boy

Ferncliffe.

By MARY L HOFFMAN
The Orphan Sisters.

The Catholic Record

By LADY GEORGIANNA FULLERTON
Rose Le Blanc.
The Strawcutter's Daughter.

By REV. JOHN TALBOT SMITH
The Solltary Island.

By REV. T. J. POTTER
The Two Victories.

By REV. JoBN JosEPH FRANCO, 8.J.
Tigranes.

By CECILIA MARY CADDELL
The Miner’s Daughter.

BY CATHRYN WALLACE
One Christmas Eve at Roxbumy
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