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FIVE-MINUTE SERMON

FEAST OF ALL SAINTS

All saints, my dear brethren, and all
sinners who attain to eternal life, are
elosely joined together in the solemn-
jties of the first two days of Nov-
ember. The morrow of All Saints’ day
is All Souls’ day. The joy of Paradise
and the weariness of its vestibule are
both offered to our thoughes and almost
at the same time. We quickly leave
prayiug to the saints in glory to begin
praying for the sinners in purgatory.
And this is a beautiful way of medita-
ting on the future life, for love is too
unselfish to tarry long with a happy
friend while there is another friend out-
side the door in a state of great unhap-
piness.

Holy Church would have us measure
our charity for the souls in purgatory
by our value of the joys of heaven.
And experience tells how very great
an effect this has on us, for we see
everywhere among Catholics an intense
affection for the poor souls waiting at
heaven's gate, much intensified by the
sights and sounds from within that gate,
which have been granted vs beforehand
on the feast celebrated to-day.

Now, there is a strict duty of friend-
ship to be fulfilled in praying for the
departed They are our rels
former companions in the journey of life,
onr former associates in business and in
pleasure. Can the be any doubt of
this ? Do youn suppose that the suffer
ering souls were any worse Christians

than you are yourselves at this moment? |

ves ; but these were

In some case

exceptions. Nearly all who have gone |

pefore us are about the same as those
whom they have left after them—poor,
weak sinful mortals, sinning and re-
penting, stumbling and falling and ris-
ing again, and finally disappearing in
the grave.

We have every hope that they were
forgiven their sins, but what about their
full atonement ? They have paid the
great debt, but what about the last
farthing—the affections still elinging to
passionate indulgence, the lowness of
motives, the gross inclinations ehained,
indeed, but not tamed ? What about

the venial sins committed by them, as |

by ourselves in tens and hundreds

every day-—the nasty little lies, the |

mean selfishness, the slothful habits, the
greediness at table, the w yeship  of
man’s opinions, the vanity, the self-con-
ceit, the snappish temper, the silliness
and giddiness, the harbored aversion
even for relatives, the petty dishonesty
—what about all this which we know
must be atoned for by them, because
like ourselves they were commonplace
Christians ? Ah ! brethren, we ought
to hive a fellow-feeling for jthem ; we
ought to thank God that

pose in their behalf. Blessed be the

we can inter.

s we say for them, true pledges of
Y i blessed the Masses « red
for them in this their day of
desolat ! How well they
truth of the Seripture saying, *
is the man who hath fou
friend.”

3ut there is a vet clos
tween us and the souls in purgato
than that of friend
that may be. I mean the bond of com-
mon guilt. I mean the dreadful fact
that we are participators in that guilt
of theirs for the imperfect repentance of
which they now suffer even after for-
giveness, They committed venial
gins, but who made them do it?
Who but you, my brethren, their former
relations and friends ? You provoked
them to the anger they suffer for, you
poisoned their minds with envy, you
failed to teach them rightly if they
were your children, you embittered
their hearts if they were your parents,

Come forward, then all of you, and

1ip, however str

bear your own share of the burden. If |

not from friendship's love, at least from
the urgent call of justice, ta
of the sufferings of the poor souls in
purgatory, for you had a share in their
guilt. By so doing you will hasten the
happy hour of their deliverance, and
earn a share in their heavenly joy

a share
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public give birth to a monarchy or
an empire, and an empire yield

to a republic; she has seen every

-
dynasty fall except her own ; she has
i euma I m seen, in religious affairs, every ‘modern’
sect—whose one claim to efficienoy lies

in its modernity—fail to keep pace with
herself who has the centuries on her
59 000 BoxEs FREE shoulders ; and she remains to-day the
9 one single sacred and secular commou-
AR wealth which has faced the revolutions
: and the whirling religions of the West
and has survived, with a continuity so
unshaken that not one of her enemies
can dispute it, and an authority which
they can only resent ; she arouses more
love and obedience on the one side and
more hatred or contempt on the other
than the most romantie, the most brutal,
or the most constitutional sovereign,
sage, or thinker ever seen.”—The Mis-
sionary,

THE HOLY SOULS
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| It is a duty we owe ourselves to pray
for the faithful departed. In helping
) ¥ ) 1

"
il We  shail

Their release v

g ourselves,

Il serve powerfully to

be the forerunner of our own. They will
return our goodness a hundrediold.
Our Lord and the whole heavenly court
will show their gratitude for the souls
we add to the number of the elect by
greater graces for ourselves, Ourcharity
will be doubly blessed and the justice
we wsatisfy for others will justify us
2 ‘ before God and make us pleasing in His
A ting R | sight. Whilst praying for the dear de-
parted, we will be made fully conscious

e in t yned prepared | Of our sad state which, after all, is in |

| one respect, namely, the uncertainty of
.| our end, sadder even than theirs. But
e bee t ompressed ‘ i | we will be the more mindful to prepare

for a happy death, if we help those who
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through such vicissitudes with such a
burden on its shoulders, and survived ?
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and rise again; she has seen a re- |

| save us. Their happiness attained will |

in purgatory will keep us mindful that |
soon we must be numbered with the |
dead, and this thought will prepare us |
to meet our God and our Judge, who will |
reward our charity to them by ail the |
greater charity to us. Let us, then, do |
all we can for the souls in Purgatory, |
and unite with Holy Chureh in her |

“May the souls of the faithful de- |
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Multiply The Beauty
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i Would you like to have the interior of your home
f made more beautiful ? It can be accomplished by
! having a PRESTON Steel Ceiling erected. Our art-
| istic Louis XIV. and Colonial designs are very
j effective for home decoration. But you cannot have
A 2 REAL idea of the handsome appearance of
PRESTON Steel Ceilings until you have them in
yvour own home and see how they multiply the
heauty of the interior. So write us for decora-
tive sugdestions, booklet and estimates. Cost will
compare favorably with plaster, and there will
never be any expense for papering or patching.

METAL SHINGLE & SIDING CO, LIMITED, PRESTON, ONT.

Branch Office and Factory, Montreal, Quebec

idea of worship of Almighty God. Wor- | in general outline the worship which He
ship in its strict seuse is an act of the | approves :
ereature directed toward the Creator, | been sac
purely for the sake of the Creator and | Christ left us, Eucharistie. Therefore,
for His sole honor and glory. The con- | there can be no new liturgy. Worship,

d accepts. It has always
al in character, and since

fession of our sins is not worship ; angels | to be done aright, must be done as the
who have no sins offer worship perpet- | Lord commanded,Moses, as Christ com-
ually before the thr Nor is it wor- | manded His apostles in the way approved

k God's help when tempted | by the Church founded by Our Lord

N W athir Josne (Chpict t ve ry to God and

higher and greater. 1% carry salvation to men.
mighty G¢ s to set i I'he worship of God's ancient people,
fix on Him solemnly and earnestly the | as we all W, WAS SAcr al in its
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is eternally ; not for what He is to us or | divided truth of God maintains, divine
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or for His relation to this world alone, | unlike se saerifices offered by the
Nor yet with the idea of making repar- | Jewish priest for sin year by year con-
ation to Him for our evil deeds, or a re- | tinually, yet like them in the fact that
quest for anything or help that we may | it is a holy oblation, offered by Our
peed should we adore God, but simply | High Priest, Jesus Christ to the eternal
with this intention, to praise, glorify and | God.
adore Him in His eternal state for being
the great *I am,” without beginning the FEucharistic sacrifice of the Mass,
and without end ; for this and this only, | the * Holy Adoration” taught us by the
and nothing less and nothing more. | Son of God which has been abandoned
This is the strict, severe and apart from | by millions, bartered for hymuos and the
the Adorable Sacrifice of the Mass, the | exercises of pulpit oratory, for the curi-
pure idea of worshi osities of criticism, for the gratification
In this sense worship is fast becoming | of individualism, for the spiritual com-
a lost art, an art unpracticed by the | fort of the quietest, until the idea of
American |n-uph-.».u| almost unknown. worship has almost disappeared from
Worship must be done that men may | their souls and dwellings of men. ~In-
see and recognize worship must be | termountain Catholie.
so impressively done that men may be
deeply moved and affected by the sight, = 3
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of it by writing to our Head Office at London.
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