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St •« Montreal

was the note throughout T. P. O’Connor’s 
Speech in Stanley Hall.

Enthusiastic Audience Greet the Genial

of Deliverance is at Hand”
Such

Large and

T p O'Connor, M.P., arrived Home Rule been as 
Ae city yesterday morning and 

Mediately registered at the Wind- 
”7Hotel. Almost his «rat visitors 
"L several reporters from the dif- 
tosnt city papers. A most cordial 
option Indeed was accorded them 
„ tie genial Irish member, who 
y them to believe that a talk with 
m tfould be a very pleasant task, 
h, having himself formerly belonged 
to that very noble calling of jour
nalism. The result of the tntervlew 
m be put in very few words, and 
that I» that Home Rule Is bound 
to he accorded to Ireland during the 
pneect Parliament. Hence nothing 
farther could be said but that "Iro- 
kod's hour of deliverance is at 

held."
Jb. O'Connor admitted that oppo- 

iftion to Home Rule might be ex-

eloquently or as 
moderately presented to the people 
of Montreal as it was last night by 
Mr. T. P. O’Connor at Stanley Hall. 
The Irish leader was evidently deal
ing with his life work to an audi
ence who knew and appreciated what 
he was doing—and it was an audi
ence which was by no means con
fined to those of Hibernian descent— 
yet he presented his views with a 
moderation and a breadth of princi
ple that time and again compelled 
the enthusiastic plaudits of his hear-

Splendid

Irish Member.

and consistency of our people, which 
has been tried by seven centuries of 
continued struggle. But, like an 
army in the field, we have occasion
ally to think of the war chest at 
home, just as the Japanese, in de
feating Russia, found that Europe 
and America, by accepting her loans 
to finance the war, had passed a 
vote of confidence in the new Em
pire of the Orient. As to moral 
support, in all my travels in the 
United States, and my intercourse 
with their people in Europe, I have 
never yet met an American who was 

self-His whole argument was that the1 not a friend to the cause of 
granting of Home Rule to Ireland, J government for Ireland." 
as to Canada and the other self- “And,” continued Mr. O’Connor, 
governing colonies of the Empite, | "coming as I do fresh from the Unitr- 
would be the best thing possible for ed States, I may say that the Pre- 
Great Britain as for Ireland, and sident of that country has instructed 
that the one thing wanting to com- me to say that his affection and re-

Mr. O'Connor took as an axiom 
that the only true foundation of 
government was the consent of the 
governed, and pointed out that never 
since the fatal day, 106 years ago, 
when the Irish Parliament had been 
destroyed by a man who did not 
truly represent the Irish people, 
had those people ceased to protest 
against that destruction and de
mand its re-establishment. "And 
even in that parliament,” he said, 
"vtfiich did not represent the people, 
every member whom force could not 
intimidate, and whom gold could not 
corrupt*—everyone fought to the 
last against that crime against Irc-

As to the solidarity of the Irish 
people in support of the national 
movement, Mr. O’Connor pointed out 
that since 1885, when they first 
secured a suffrage, which enabled the 
majority to voice their views, out 
of 100 members from Ireland, over 
eighty had been regularly sent to 
Westminster to support the cause of 
self-government, no matter how 
party votes might sway the results 
elsewAfcre. That proved that the 
present system of government had 
not the consent of the governed.

"And what have been the effects 
of 10 years of government from West
minster ?” asked the speaker. There 
had been one great famine, which 
cost the lives of over a million peo
ple, and two partial famines. Fa
mines, which had not been caused 
by nature, but had been artificially 
produced by the system of landlord
ism, which rack-rented the peasant
ry, and sent out of the country the 
food which should have kept them 
alive. "These famines,” he said, 
"were produced by a system, the 
worst ever inflicted upon a poor 

by a more powerful nation."
Another test which he applied was 

that of population, which could rea
dily be appreciated by the people of 
Canadj , who knew that the prospe
rity of their country was gauged by 
its in this regard. The re
sult of Westminster rule was that 
whereas in 1846 Ireland had nine 
million people, to-day it had less 
than four million, and the loss was 
still going on, as he saw when he 
sailed for America, and saw four 
hundred board the vessel from Ire
land. Still another test was the 
fact that the marriage rate in Ire
land was lower than in any Euro
pean country.

CHANCES FOR IRELAND.
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Irish education system, which he j "The head of the house decides the 
declared was in a deplorable state, nationality of the family, and for 
the schools being few and ridiculous- ! the ends which we have in view, on 
ly badly equipped. ; the language spoken by the said

"It is not the public opinion of , head of the house depends the na- 
1 reland that settles this question,” ; tionnlity of the family, 
cried the orator, "but the bigotry ! “In the case of a marriage
and prejudice of certain sections of 
public opinion in England.”

But though this was a gloomy 
picture, Mr. O'Connor said that ho 
was full of hope for the immediate 
future. Ireland was on the. upgrade, 
and in all directions the effect of the 
constant work of the past twenty- 
seven years was apparent in the up
lifting of the people by the recent 
legislation which permitted them to 
purchase land instead of being 
ground down by the absentee sys
tem of landlordism.

THE PRESENT POSITION.

Pitted from the
i Stated out that sympathy might 
[ to expected from Lord Lansdowne, 

toe leader, and further said he had 
|Bever known the House of Lords to 

«iect a measure in favor of which 
toe people had expressed themffelves 

[. ^ overwhelming majority. If the 
znea8ure were rejected by them, In 
•Plte of an overwhelming majority— 

I "wel1- I should think," said Mr.
I °’Connor( "that the House of Lord» 

*°uld find itself face to face, not 
Ireland, but with England, and 

1 toould be quite content to await 
l toe issue."
! *Bad- ver7 bad," was his descrip- 

t, 0n 01 the present condition of Ire-

some of
Empire was the wiping out of the j whose blood flows in his veins, has

strengthened his strength, and that 
he prays and hopes for the welfare 
of the Irish people."

As to the leaser leaders of the 
United States, Mr. O’Connor said 
that at the famous Philadelphia 
meeting adhesion to the Irish cause 
had_been promised by no less than 
89 Governors of States, and the 
majority of the Senate.

SOLUTION IN CANADA.
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fact that the people of Ireland were 
governed against their will In mat
ters where the will of the Irish 
people should govern as absolutely 
as does the will of the various pro
vinces of Canada.

For an hour and a quarter Mr. 
O'Connor discussed the position of 
affairs with regard to Ireland. He 
left off with the impression that he 
could have said a great deal more, 
and that the audience would have 
enjoyed hearing a great deal more 
from him.

In opening, Mr. O’Connor referred 
to the fact that, although this was 
Ms third visit to tMs continent,

; was his first tour of Canada, and 
he was charmed to find that bis 

ople were taking so vigorous 
in the affaire of the Domi-

Côurt 

f Wte 'd 
1 Wem of ;

said he,

"As to Canada,” continued < the 
speaker, "I am not yet competent to 
speak fully. But I can »ay that if 
there be a country in the world 
which has solved what is by 
falsely regarded as the irreconcil
able problem of national government 
and local government, of national 
unity and local liberty, that coun
try is Canada, with its federal and 
provincial parliaments."

Then, as to taxation, Mr. O'Con
nor quoted the sardonic statement 
of Mr. Thomas Locke, a member of 
the present British administration, 
who said: "Since the Union the po
pulation of England has nearly qua- | 
drupled, while her taxation has halv
ed. Since the Union the taxation of 
Ireland has doubled andlher popula
tion has halved.”

"Could I better summarize what 
self-government has done for Eng
land and want of it has done for 
Ireland ?” asked Mr. O'Connor.

But the question is, what are the 
chances for Ireland getting self-gov
ernment at the present time. As to 
this he took a very hopeful view. 
There were two methods of govern
ing a people against her will—by 
force, and by the creation of a de
bauched governing class, and both 
systems had been tried in Ireland; 
but the latter had turned, and now 
many of the official class was find
ing that self-government was not 
only not disreputable but fashion
able, and they were getting ready 
to turn their coats.

From this Mr. O’Connor dealt at 
length with the administration of 
the laws in Ireland, and argued that 
the judicial and iury system there 
was not administered in accordance 
with true ideals of freedom, but 
were dictated by political powers, 
the whole thing being very much at 
the mercy of the Government of the 
day, especially as the jury system 
could be dispensed with by procla
mation from the lieutenant-governor 
and trial compelled before two ma-

As to the prospects of home rule, 
Mr. O’Connor said he believed them 
to be very bright. There were 
twenty three parliaments within the 
Empire—would the Empire be wreck
ed if there were twenty-four ! Fur
ther nothing would tend more to 
the cementing of the growing rap
prochement between the British and 
American people than the giving of 
justice to the Irish, which was at 
present a great stumbling block to 
mutual friendship between the two 
nations.

As to the present position in 
England, Mr. O’Connor said the 
people had said to the Tories at. the 
last election. "When you balk" about 
Home Rule meaning the dismember
ment of the Empire, ypu are talking 
rank sheer idiotic nonsense.” The 
democracy of the British Islands 
was with the Irish people, as was 
shown by the fact that the growing 
labor party in the House of Com
mons was with them to a man, and 
ready to unite with the Irish mem
bers to overthrow the present gov
ernment if it refused this measure. 
But Mr. O’Connor said he felt con
fident that Sir Henry Campbell-Ban
nerman would prove faithful to his 
past professions, and would in due 
time bring in a home rule measure 
for Ireland, which he had so vigor
ously supported in the past. not 
only because it was good for Ire
land, but because it was good for 
the Empire.

"The hour of Ireland’s deliverance 
fs at hand. It may be, delayed

be
tween Catholics and non-Catholic», 
the nationality of the Catholic par
ty decides the parish to which the 
family belongs.

"Those who do not live at homo 
belong to the parish of their own 
nationality and not to the parish 
of the family with which they may 
be living.

"Catholics who are not of the na
tionality of the parishes established 
where they have their residence shall 
continue to belong to the territorial 
parishes, as may be inferred from 
the decrees relating to the erection 
of parishes. However, those among 
them who are more familiar with 
the language spoken in national par
ishes may choose to belong to any 
one of them, after having notified the 
bishop to that effect.”

Mr. John Redmond, M.P., makes 
Masterly Speech in Limerick.

At Grange, Co. Limerick, on a re
cent Sunday, Mr. John Redmond, 
M.P., addressed a demonstration of 
enormous proiwrtltons. No com
promise on the Home Rule question 
was the gist of his eloquent speech, 
which was vigorously applauded 
throughout. Referring to the mea
sure which, it is said, the Govern
ment intend to introduce next sea
son, he said he was not consulted 
about it and knew absolutely noth
ing of its details. Neither the lea
ders nor any of the representatives 
of the Irish people had been con
sulted. They had, however, the con
solation that if they did not know 
the Government’s mind, the Govern
ment would know theirs. They stood 
that day where they always stood. 
Nothing short of a complete mea
sure of Home Rule, and by that ho 
meant a freely elected Parliament 
with an executive responsible to it, 
could over be accepted as a settle
ment of the Irish question: nothing 
short of such a scheme of Homo 
Rule could ever bring peace, prosper
ity, or contentment to Ireland. Ho 

ai saw it. stated that, because during
few, two or three years, but what 
are they in the life of a nation? Af
ter seven centuries of struggle and 
bloodshed and suffering we are in 
sight of the promised land. After 
all this misunderstanding of cen
turies the people of England and Ire
land are at last beginning to know 
and appreciate each other. Twenty- 
five years from now this question 
will be almost forgotten, and over 
the graves of the men from Ireland 
who fought this fight there will be 
many an Englishman to declare that 
though misunderstood in their time 
the men who foxight for Irish self- 
government were the true friends 
who saw and fought for what was 
good both for England and Ireland 
and for the Empire.”

the five or six weeks since Parlia
ment rose he had been silent, he was 
prepared,or had agreed to accept, a 
scheme of administrative reform as a 
substitute for Home Rule. That was 
absolutely false. If he or his col
leagues had been false enough or 
foolish enough to agree to accept 
any such thing as a settlement of 
the Irish question, they would in one 
week he repudiated by the mass of 
the Irish people in every part of the 
world as well as Ireland.

Letter Read in Churches on

Daflnlng Nationality of femily

Thus Obrlatlng any Misunder
standing

A pastoral letter was read last 
Sunday In all. city churches explain-iriStrates, who were necessarily poll-

tlcal creatures. The «suit was what ‘"8 '"«V to Parishmnera what

was styled political crimes—but in 
Ireland. as in Russia. "political 
crime” was the direct result of the 
want of free institutions. Give the 
freedom and the "crime” would dis
appear.

Another sign of the failure of gov- 
( Ap- I eroment from Westminster, which 

I Mr. O’Connor presented, was the

at-church as a family they muet 
tend. It reads as follows:

To obviate as much as possible 
the difficulties that may arise from 
the interpretation of the law con
cerning national parishes, with the 
assent of our chapter, we have cn- Butterfly Suspenders, 
acted and by those presents we pro- man’s Brace, "as easy 
mulgatc the following:

President Roosevelt Received 
T P O'Connor, M. P.

President Roosevelt on Saturday 
Inst received T. P. O'Connor M.P., 
a-rid Michael J. Ryan, of Philadelphia, 
the new president of the United Irish 
League of America.

The President, alluding to his 
forthcoming article on the Celtic Sa
gas, declared that his study of them 
hati made him realise more than ever 
the high place Ireland occupies in 
the story of learning and civiliza
tion, and that sio man, particularly 
with Irish blood in his veins, could 
fail to have his respect for himself 
and his race enormously heightened 
by such studies. He then asked Mrf 
O’Connor to‘give this message to 
the Irish people, that, his affection 
and admiration for them 
stronger every year, and he express
ed his sincere wishes for their wel
fare and prosperity.
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