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The Washington Conference
thé great harbingTr of ^e;wRh doors "had’pnor vmr e Tn" ^ b®' iS °bl,gator>' on Japan to safeguard Britiah

ita watchwords of peace, democracy and prosperity cjes. éontrolled h T 'Station of her poli- ‘rights there. How faithfully the bond is ob-

ifEEFF"-

■r “ rrrr ;,or. «*• » «*> -* S 1,1 “ — :r- *-• „. rLt 5 2discussed ; its dissolution is spoken of as an early . , ,, ■» Russian influence—practically closed Tibet.
probability, and in so far as the world knows, it ™ y8 Luropean Pollciea were directed Yangtze Valley, and other nations have
has said nothing, done nothing, solved nothing that tjons expa“810nl8t> territory-grabbing ambi- in reconciling ‘Chinese integrity” with ‘‘special in

hl" be" -ell with. 2 BriSTei1*- ^ 1U“ “ “U“ “ter Thu, ,„,„5 th, natioJZ^Z
out it -™ya r hemmed in German expansion, so at tions, which preceded—and led ud to—th O

The Conference was called to discuss possibilities ShT choked6 Russia ToVTntranfe'Tnhf mT' 7^' ■ !!““ (c°n8clousIY or not) Germany was

of armament limitations and to find a common terranean; put her off f^m Z Min r eo f t »n‘‘outsider,” and it was in 1908 that the

agreement on the “problem of the Pacific”-not at her designs on Perkia prohibited h 77^ Crusaded agai,lst the “Yellow Peril,” prob
all august or equitous reasons, but true. True, because Afghanistan and India - forced her to VT ^ w L "S p' °Verture agalusl that combination of 
in the first case the burden of armaments has become open to her-o the fér FW t ? \ J J** T ^ alreadY blockeJ the suprem-
intolerably heavy; in the second, because failure to and th^ 18 provinct ÏtSî^iSîT °f the G°rman 0mpire' Now let us look at what

reach a mutual understanding involved the continu- of undeveloped China So in brief matt f ** mean8’ and lts beann8 °n Gie Washington Con-
ance of militarism and the practical certainty of a in 1894. ’ ’ St°°d 'Z*™'
world war in the almost immediate future. So far MeanwhiR T„mm . , the he-vda-v of barbaric antiquity, the great
the relative importance of the two items stated in She could read the mind of The °f JeZred eonstituted tbe battle ground of the
the reverse order to that named and therefore the designs of the West and understood th ^ T ^ Up°n wave of a™ed force
key to the situation is the “problem of the Pacific.” eanee She saw China her , le*r 81gnifi- clashed and died. Egypt and Assyria, Elam and
Wk« i. ,h„ p„l,k„, Fred* lh, „me p„hle„ “u” J 2d„r,r. “,K 11Ur*1 H‘""e' Pmi“ “d Gr“k. «n-wW the,, U«

beMtting eapitel =,CTrwh„, in it, gromh „d de. r“„„ “RZ. ,Lni„7d ” Z t m"terr ot **» «"th. Be„m,=, there, tb, „.d,.
velopmeDt the problem of trade, the problem of a» and she resolved to Ln ’th ^1 UP°* f Sh°reS“ ^0ute8 ef th* wotid the sfaorcs eMha Great
curing markets for the profitable disposal of exploit, the bone of contention Korea Tf't TT 7™ ^ thC avenne8 bY which wealth

^ rorpla8" - TVre Jv nTrt of cl 7 T f JaP' T* ’ ^ the pathwaY8 of the ancient plnn-
The question is uot a neM one, nor are the factors such that it commands t„ 'D8’ ' 81 uatlon 18 erbund, the roads along which armies marched; the

in the problem the outgrowth of today. They dovT "ade Îoutes of eommerriaH ’ ^COmmand.8 ^ bridgeheads between East and West. Thus, whoso

tail into the forgotten things of yesterday and are Japan could not allow that peninsTlTTo falMnto inT0”*d ^m’0Wned the wealth of tbe world, and
the related sequence of the trade ambitions, of a “foreign” hands The RpPS„w f M , influenced the destinies of its peoples. But when
day when Imperialism was not. The roots of the KoreITetwee“ Jap an snd^ZL T h&d br°ken tbe bonda of the old society, ‘

question go back to 1853, when the American, Com- China), produced internal troubles in Kore ' ^ a " JV 6 600,101,110 of expI»itation had impoverished

modore Perry knocked at the doors of Japén, de- from tLse trTubTes T t 77’ 7 devastated them, one and all, and shut off the
■landing admittance. The Japanese—having prev- China-Japanese war of 1895 "lana/wl n 1116 mea°S °f hf° from 8trn^linP life itself; and deveL 
ioua experience of white ambitions for Dominion— torious in that war but becauJTf ti " i° °P°d n°W needs’ new conditions, new necessities,
were lusty for the “rights” of their own caste. ^^«7” aeqmred ]Tt e ad^^ ° “d -th them other centres of activity, the scept« ..

But what availed the war-gear of a primitive peo- it Èut the war nrndne p r°m 0 power pa8sed to other lands and peoples,
pie against the science of civilization I Japan lelm- It brought Japan into recotmTo lmP° “ ^* 7 g8nizing in new fo™ “d detail the restless

ed then, that the mystic East could face the lusting reckoned with in the East, and it complridTshatlZ Soeial llfe' To Carthage and Rome
West only on the terms of the West; only with the ered "the dav dreams nf ra • , , dominion, and for the same mastery of wealth they
weapons and psyeholgy of the West. And so thor- Western Powers Partltl°n by th° to° challenged supremacy of the Mediterranean,
oughly haa the lesson been acquired that in 3 gen- Ten years later th» nmPwP nf v , • T 1110 ^ °f consequent on the discovery
erations Japan has risèn from an ancient feudaliem casioned the Russo-Japanese wlr Th” agai?, °°- ° new cornmfldities and markets, and from these
to 3rd power in the world. The shogunale is but a Thlch defm teN T 7T\°f ^ 8nd aec^ties- the battle front surged on
memory: The Daimyos has been succeeded by ^ 7*1» It made Japan doming Th ^ ^ ^ids of the loiv countries. For Uiere were eentTthe

Genro; and a “god descended” absolutism has given the Orient It entered Tam, • .V - T W“,°! acüv,tles of the new commerce, there were the high- 
^lace to the “constituted democracy” of a “god- power- it broi ght her intoTh ™ T & T°F d wa>'8 of lvealth commanded, and from there oonld be
endowed ” oligarchy. To the thundering music of big al politics it Tarn,. , t>, , of internation- controlled the growing activities on the waterways

r*- forced L in,! pI<2«Z’ “uSrlSle ZZ'T ‘he North Sc.
d^Ltdylnbo°id Tdn&rbrJée Tild be indeed a ^ new wine of Imperialism; an accelerated 
inTTtTp . f iVc iT ’ c P’ y’ d **'Û gress towards the insoluble impasse of the present 
mto the seas of the Rising Sun and let loose even a and by the Treaty of Portsmouth, created ’
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commerce with But from fiefs and towns came nations and cen- 
pro- tralized authority, and trade expanded from coastal 

Out across the oceans, nations grew into Im- 
, “rc- perialist empires with all the panoply of institu-

îr. !rbZ?-br»e:h:*wT- ce ",re
Steadily going on in the Orient the progress of civ- tred nnl 'H ; tdiancellenes of Europe, and cent- primitive industries destroyed ; primitive societies 
Üiration was preparing the field for The coming OsteT” AlVuV ^ccessor, “Drang na broken up ; primitive peoples transformed into chal-
da* of intercL The ‘great power,’ wereT ^ ^ <>{ several tre^t- lenging trade rival,. Now, on th. outskirts of the
«•d round the conned table wTth jealously, Lpi jTpanT °n th° line Ween ^ “d “gh^the cold
doa ««1 treachery their common and consent co^ aS^ment^ J7 ^ “d itS *“*»«"-• brok“ do^ and deeay-
psniona, considering the partition of China. Brit- American TreatT^f1908-^11 C°D °n; “d the lU P*®?1»* surging in the grip of the greater in- 
sin, foremost in the race of Capital, was firmly ee- iniz 0^-. Uf m°r° °r Becur" dustiy; Imperialism, desperate with increasing nee-

I rf S,c to th, trecty porB Brlrtin .wrfZZl- riV^con^ibT&i^toZ ° d"“?'
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