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The Proletariat

no fell orKers S ere tie n
ployer and employed in previous in-
dustrial epochs. The ecapitalist soon
develops into, and remains, essential
1y a merchant. His activity, insofar
as he is at all active, limits itseli
Ik that of the merchant to the
operations ot the market His labors
consist in purchasing as cheaply as
possible the ra material, abo
power and other essentials, and sel
ling th finished products as de arly
as I"'\\:"' lim-‘ the field of pro

duction itself he does mnothing ex-
cept to secure the largest quantity
of labor from the workman for the
least possible amount of wages, and
thereby to squeeze out of them the
largest possible quantity of surplus
values. In, his relation to his em-
ployees he is not a fellow-worker, he
is only a driver and exploiter. The
longer they work, the better off he
is: he is not tired out if the hours
of labor are unduly extended: he
does not perish if the method of pro-
duction becomes a murderous on
The capitalist is vastly more reck-
less of the life and safety of his opera-
tives than the master-workman ~ of
former times. Extension of the hours
of, labor, abolition of holidays, intro-
duction of night labor, damp and
over-heated factories, filled with
poisonous gases, such are the ‘‘im-
provements’  which the capitalist
mode of production has introduced
for the benefit of the working-class.
The introduction of machinery in-
creases still further the danger to
life and limb for the working-man.
The machine system fetters him to a
monster that moves perpetually with
a gigantic power and with insane
speed. Only the closest, never flag-
ging attention can protect the work-
ing-man attached to such a machine
from being seized and broken by it
Protective devices cost money; the
capitalist does not introduce them
unless he is foreced to do it. Economy
being the much vaunted virtue of
the capitalist, he is constrained by it
to save room and to squeeze as much
machinery as possible into the work.
shop. What cares he that the limbs
of his working men are thereby en
dangered? Working men are chean
but large, airy workshops are dear
There is still another respect
which the capitalist employment of
machinery lowers the condition of
the working class. It is this
tool of the mechanic of former time
was cheap and it was subject to
changes that would render
less. It is otherwise with the ma-
chine; in the first place t cost
money, much money; in the se
place, if through improvements
the system, it becomes useless,
it is not used to its full capaeit;
will bring loss instead of profit to
the capitalist. Again the machine

worn out, not 'r‘|‘j.' through u
through idleness Furthermore the
introduction of -science into pr rdue

tion constantly causes new discoveries

and inventions to take the place o
the old ones So, because t}

not compete with the improved ma
chinery, now this machine, now that
and often whole factories a‘* onece
are rendered useless before they have
been used to their full extent. There.
fore every machine is in danger of
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unwholesome
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machine was to release the nents of land occupation

machine has made

and followers

that of the medieval ap-

cut off from his own kindred.

sembling as

association of kindred which he had
wretched his

Perhaps at first i
A peace-association,
frith-gild as the Saxons called it;

even though
he famish, the well-being of the capi-

doubtless in imitation of the
cestor worship
medieval gild always had its

and starvation

worked, earned wages, he had enough vondo(l from their pm.m saint, vlu\

often spoke as if they
the gild bm*nm(\ more llldlhfll,ll in

the unenviable distinetion of

such matters

gulation of work and prices, the

spection of workshops, the fixing of

and qualities,

and starvation
tion wages into a permanent institu-
tion, even into a prop of the present
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Industry and the Gild

more Ve st .".\ gl]d the nore we
See Iis likeness to the old clan. Like
the clan, it was st

.UHI""\ m!ullhl!‘)
The best title to .Uilll\\lvm to the

full privileges of a gild was the fact

hat the applicant’s father was,

or
had been a member Iailing birth
apprenuces)up was the only alter
itive But

apprenticeship is
tke adoption. In the days of gilds,
the apprentice lived in

very

his :Jl.‘:\.h'r',q

house, fed at his master’s tahle,
shared in his » orship, was clothed
and taught by him, Just like a sS0n
Just as the member 6f g clan took

the name of the founder

and put
Detore It or

after it some sound
hich indicated ‘son of "

member of the gild

\

S0 the
called himself by
the name of his eraft. While the
clansman  called himself  *‘Mae-
Dowell,’ Billing"" or “‘ap Tudor"

“Benhadad,” the craftsman called
himself “Smith,”

“Turner,”” “Car-
penter,” and so on. In fact, it

is
said by some competent observers,
that the Indian caste system is merely

an elaboration of hereditary eraft-

gilds Moreover, the gild in Jter
days provided schools  and orphan-
ages for the children of its members,
attended  their funerals, provided
masses for their souls. spoke of its
“brethren,”” had an
(Ealdorman) for chief,
settled disputes among its menfhers,
and forbade its members to compete
with one another, just

members as

“elder man’

as a well-
condneted association  of

would do Finally, on its strongly
developed social side in its frequent

drinkings. feastings and merry-mak-
ings, the medieval gild strongly re.

kinsmen

i Patriarchal Society

ing, that is the rule

present day

in cly “i/.wi coun

ber of a particular group, a man must
be of the blood of that group
development, i may pass his whole

domestication

constitution

Exclusiveness.

other hand,
of a State by

group, which

sembled a great family growp.

ber of a larger group, and so on. And
each man is responsible only to the
head of his immediate group—the
son, wife, or slave to the housefather,
the housefather to the head of his
clan, the head of the elan to the
tribal echief
No Competition. 4. 11 i« non-com-
petitive. We are accustomed to a
tate of society in which each man
works at what he thinks best, and in
the way he thinks best Subject to
certain laws, mostly of a police char-
acter, each man ““does as he likes.”’
| farmer thinks he can get a het-
{ crop by sowing earlier than his
eighbors, he does so If a carpenter
thinks he can make a better box by
¢ nails where serews have hither-
been employed, he does so. If a

draper thinks he can attraet ous.
ers by selling tea he does so Jut
patriarchal ociety wonld have looked
) practice with horror Its
regulated by fixed custom,
to deviate from which was ilrl[)iv?_\
In patriarehal society everyone found
his duties in life prescribed for him
4 t only his duties, but the wav
i hich he hould perform them
Any deviation from customarv rules

A iooked upon with disfavor
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MANIFESTO OF THE SOCIALIST
PARTY OF CANADA

Propaganda Meeting. at Empress
Theatre, ecorner Gore Avenue and
Hastings street, Sunday, 8 p.m. Doors
open at 7:30 p.m

bl R

Articles are desired on the Socialist
Philosophy or on eurrent events in-,
terpreted in the light of its principles,




