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the pigs are two or three weeks old, a low trough
should be placed where they may be given a little
warm milk apart from the sow, and a little ground
oats, with the hulls sifted out, may be gradually
added. For best results, the pigs should not be
weaned before they are eight weeks old, though,
if they arc eating well, and it is desired to breed

the sow again for an early autumn litter, they
may be weaned at six weeks of age. It is de-
sirable that fall litters come not later than Sep-

tember, in order that they may have plenty of
exercise out of doors, and gain strength of bone
and vigor of constitution to endure the necessary
confinement in the finishing period in the winter
months, With present and prospective prices, it
will pay to give attentin: t+ {he adoption of
methods of treatment which keep the pigs going on
from start to finish.

Invest in a Few Ewes.
Editor ** The Farmer’'s Advocate ' :

Farmers who have invested in a few well-bred
ewes the last few years, are now reaping a rich
harvest, while their neighbors, who have not had
the foresight to invest in this class of stock, are
out of it altogether. What pays better than a
few ewes on rough land, or a run on the roadside
a few weeks in summer, till you can get them on
the hay stupble, to clean out the fence-corners and
eat the small weeds there, which, if left, would ripen
seeds that would blow all over the farm, to cause
further trouble and many extra hours in cleaning
the land, to say nothing of the amount of mois-
ture taken from the soil, to the detriment of other
crops ? In other words, turn your weeds into
mutton, which, at the present time, at 7 cents per
pound, is paying better than hogs at 84 cents,
time and feed counted in. What enriches the land
better than pasturing off with sheep ? What has
sheep-pasturing done for the eastern counties of
England ? It has made thousands of acres rich
and fertile, which were waste. Many farmers say
that sheep are hard on pasture. I have never
seen pasture killed by sheep. We have tried pas-
turing-off a field so poor that it would not grow
oats ; tlhis year we had 17 bushels rye per acre.
We intend to put this field in rape this spring, and
feed off with sheep. We know by experience that
nothing does land so much good as sheep manure,
and little labor is involved.

We had one of the finest crops of corn this last
full T ever saw, following two years' pasturing
with sheep. What is more convincing than facts
Besides the value of pasturing, we have other re-
turns which are quick and sure, viz., lambs and
wool Wool has been down in price. Why 2 De-
cause our farmers are on the wrong track. What
we want is to cater to the trade. Produce more
short wool, so that Canadian manufacturers can
use it, instecad of our pxporting it to the States.
We also want a duty on wool and clothing, to
help home industries. We also require more im-
proved machinery in the woollen mill. Get out
of the old rut in which anything will do, and
be more up-to-date. Use improved methods, then
we shall compete with other countries, and farm-
ers would reap the henefit. No country is so well
adapted to sheep-farming as Canada. with its
beautiful dale and den, and living springs But
we must be up-to-date, improve our flocks, and
the rewards will be sure

Peel C'o.. Ont. OLD COUNTRY JOE

Cutting Straw at Threshing.

Editor * The Farmer's Advocate ' :

Having been a constant reader of “ The I'arm-
er's Advocate ”’ for eight or nine years, I must
say we are all highly pleased with it, and would
not be without it now on any account. Of the }
many articles published in yvour columns about the
better ways of working, 1 have not noticed any on
the above subject. The old-fashioned method  of
cutting straw was generally to get on a gang of
perhaps hall a dozen men or more during winter,
with horse-power and cutting-hox, and, of course, ¢
this meant considerable expense, and also a great
deal of labor handling the straw all over agan
This last season we have adopted a much-improved 1
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which was

were 2 x4, 12 feet
ventilator,

fore it goes into the cylinder has also been tried,
though soon discarded as unsatisfactory. Cutting
the straw economizes labor and storage space.
Some claiin that the chaffed straw goes too fast,
and is not so good an absorbent as the uncut. An
experiment conducted at one of the Stations in
the Fastern States seemed to confirm this view.
Our own impression, concurred in by many stock-
men, has always been that cut straw was a better
absorbent, and went further in bedding. Proba-
bly there is not so much difference, after all, when
one is accustomed to either, and uses both with
cqual care. Straw cut to lengths varying from
one to six inches is micer to handle in the mamure,
though one stockman of our acquaintance com-
plains that cut-straw manure does not bear up
his cattle so well in the barnyard, or keep them
s0 clean, as when the straw is not cut.—Editor.]

THE FARM.

Value of Lightning-rods.

In attempting to give readers of ‘“ The Farm-
er's Advocate '’ some information as to the value
of lightning-rods, it is not my intention to enter
into the scientific side of the question whatever,
but simply to present a few facts that may be
gleaned from: reports in our possession.

Since 1901, the Department of Physics at the
Ontario Agricultural collecting
data with regard to damage done to buildings by
lightning. Altogether, we have reports of 562
buildings being struck, of which 288, or a little
over half, were hurned. Of those struck, 15 were
fitted with lightning-rods, and 5 of these
hurned, but of these 5, three had rods vut of re-
pair; therefore, we may consider that in reality
only 12 buildings that were really rodded were
struck, and of these only two were burned. Thus,
according to our statistics, as collected, only one-
sixth of the buildings that have rods in good re-
pair, and are struck, are burned. This is a uch
lower rate than the proportion previously given,
where we saw that those burned amounted to more
than hali of all the buildings struck.

If we consider barns alone, comparison is even
mere favorable to those that are rodded. We
have reports of 206 barns ; of these, 150 were
burned : that is, practically three-fourths of all
the barns struck by lightning are burned Fight
ol these barns were rodded, of which two. were
burned ; that is, of the rodded barns struck, only
one out of four is burned, whereas of all barns
struck, three out of four are burned ; that is, if
a barn is not provided with lightning-rods, it is
three times as likely to be burned, if struck, as
one that is, not making any allowance whatever
for the rods which are out of repair Of the 8
rodded barns struck, one that was burned, and
one that was not Dburned, had the rods out of
repair. Thus, we may consider that, in reality,
only six rodded barns were struck, and of these,

only one was burned ; hence, of the rodded barns,
with rods in good repair, only one is burned in
every six that are struck. To us, these facts have
one unmistakable meaning, viz., that rods, prop
erlv installed, are a protection to bhuildings that
are struck hy lightning WM. H. DAY,
Ontario Agr Prof. of Physies
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How to Roof a Silo.

Ilditor “* The Farmer's Advocate ' :

As T see a “* IFeeder asks for instructions as

to how to roof a silo, 1 thought I would Zive our
experience,

Our silo is of cement, 11 x 374, We
1d holts built in, with which to fasten the plate,
made  of two thicknesses of 11 x 8
cut in short lengths, with joints broken.
wid the corners on outside trimmed ofl. The rafters
long, nailed at the top to a
made octacon, of 2 x 10 beveled gt
he proeper angle, and securely  nailed together -

VPTess,

these were dressed on the outside, and 3 ft. 6 in
high.

Then the raftersg had  cross-pioces nailed
et wieen,

ADVOCATE.
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Farmyard M anure,

Iiditor ** The Farmer's Advocate '’ -

I notice you have been for SOme time tpv

find out the true value of a ton of manure °
you have had several answers, mostly from 'SCIen.
tific men, but I think, when You take jntq
count the different ingredients which the manureu‘.r
composed of, the answer is g hard one to -m
It brings to my mind g story 1 heard of ag’lv&
who had an article he wanted Lo weigh, and by
had no scales, so he placed a plank across g fon
and piled stone on one end, and the article op tc':;
other end, and made them balance, and thep h
guessed the weight of the stones. The writep ‘;
the last article I saw came to the conclusijop ?t
was worth two dollars per ton.  Now, gp analygi
may be all right with regard to some articles but
in others it is not much use. I have Conceiv’eda
plan whereby any person could test it. Take twq
acres of land which is hungry for manure, divige
them in two halves, and give one a liberg] coat
of manure, and on other half place no nanure, apg
then put the whole in Crop, say roots. Keep
track of how many tons of manure, and of the dif-
ference of crop, and you would know how much
the manure was worth. I think this would bhe g
nice little job for some of the experimental farms
to try, but, Mr. Editor, my opinion is any farmer
could do more good by making a study of hoy
to grow the crops that will bring him in the most
succulent food for his stock, and the manure wijjl
take care of itself. Of course, I do not mean .
that you will handle the manure in a careless man.
ner. In the first place, 1 would give you my
opinion of what kind of rotation to follow. You
will understand this is largely a dairy country, ]
noticc a great many writers in " The Farmer'g
Advocate "’ favor a short rotation, probably thres
years, and they very often give the first year in
grass. Now, I think that is beginning at the
wrong end. How are you going to get a catch
of grass until vou brepare the land ? If I yag
soing to put a farm right, I would take the poor-
est and dirtiest field, and put it in roots angd
corn, or, 1 should say, mangels and corn, ag our
milk goes to the cheese f{l(,‘h)ry, SO0 we have no
use for turnips. But 1 notice some farmers are
growing some kinds of sugar heets and sugar
mangels which are hetter feed than mangels, and
are just as good as turnips. Now, let any farmer
on a hundred acres put in, say, ten acres of roots
and corn, and properly work and manure it, and
he will grow more good feed than he can grow of
any other kind of feed: and then plow his field
very light in the fall, and he has rot a field to
seed down to clover or grass of any kind he likes,
and, if he handles it right, he should get a good
catch of prass, and he should also have a good
crop of grain.

I would like to say a few words about how I
would handle the manure. I do not believe much
in drawing manure in winter. If you want to
Srow mangels, the ground should be manured in
the fall. My experience is that if Vou manure a
root field in winter, it makes the ground wet ‘and
Soggy, and yvou never get the same tilth. of
course, it is necessary to draw sometimes in win-
ter to keep ahead with the work, but I would
rather not spread on the ground in winter. To
Zet right manure, vou must  get from different
kKinds of stock [ had mv barns arranged 80 I
could draw ot my manure with a horse ;, then I
would spread on the manure pile, say, horse ma-

nure, then cow manure, the manure from the
hogpen pile in the barnyvard, and let the cattle run
on it It will get a nice little heat, which will
not do it the least harm I might say T always

denend mostly on the richer feeds, and use my
straw for bedding, and we have our straw cut
when threshed. which makes the manure easy to
load, and also eas to spread I have noticed a
great many claim that sheep manure is  the rich-
CSEtobut my experience is it is about the poorest
of the lot and another opinion I read frequently
is that manure from fattening cattle is the best,
but myv opinion is that the streneth lies entirely
with what kind of feed vou are feedine.

Perth Co . Ont ‘\ RETIRED FARMER.

INote.—TFeed certainly has much to do with the

near the plate, and the sheathing  was ; . rerv-
g roof farmers foriied s . v iz ) ¢ X ; g 848 quality of the manure roduced, but not ever
plujn, ,\} I]Hllllllll ((])I ..'11.m<1.\ I;;FIHIH: ‘(‘p company  made of 19-ft pine hoards, ripped from one corner  thing 'eed bheing m,n'lll or nearly so. the ma-
and purchased a ireshing  outfit o WIr - OWIL.  t4 another wit] S & al, ¥ 50,
1 the wide ends at the eaves and  nure : ore
T . i - msilape e i . ’ ; S, mre from fattening o s W ye worth m
They then purchased an ensilage cutter and bhlosw the points at the top The shingles were . then o neocattle will e kDl
er, and placed it hehind the separator, so that g Of course, thev have to | l\m o litt] I ton than that from growing or ml]lqn?: il
s . - . < ) ol Se, b H v ( )e Iimnie a 1 0 \ g t.05 :1*('1‘T‘f¢|il|in vt v value of manure, it 18
the straw drops into it, and is cut and blown to at the top end. more particularly as {he foal : ng he aluge ¢ ot -
any place required in the barn, the cutter being . 4.q the top We had two small gothi i hat it can be solved by » Ono? f the
: . : g ¢ 1é gothics., one on perinient I'robabl _— »-third o
ive 7 e o1 e : wder s ) ! o S . ) obably not over one I
driven h‘\. t.\ I)..lt 1'1I n o th . |( »\I‘]‘I de .\l?aft, Jih\ ”,41 west side, containine g hinged window, in benefit  from {he manure would show in the first
" h”h.\ ”H”‘ff i vt ! Lo HCTOWET Snmne.  which the blower-pive is inserted hen filling: the  \onp'q o oy '
We find this works entirely satisfactorily, and re other an the east sitde. oy the chute wh ';- th S TR TR it |
. : ; ‘ : ! : ore the
quires fewer hands at threshing time, as the straw,  ¢ij en g thrown out ' S

being well cut no tramping. - 1t &

is then al! ready to be mixed with silage, pulped

roots, or whatever may be convenient, and the

stock relish it much hetter
Grey Co., Ont.
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[Note.—The idea is a good one m several re Iz
spects, hut not new It has bheen deseribod s W
eral times in ' The Farmer's Advocate.” Some  n
grain separators have the cufter Luilt n behind
as part of the machine Cutting the

straw  bha

This also has g

window
heno two 12-4nch el planks were put

across the
enter of silo, on which to walk from the chute to

Wide Adaptability of Concrete.

S o & R for
I.“' other gothie The ventilator has wire net- W |<\I|( vl‘nl-l‘.r?rllxll}“dl.‘{” .“t‘”:\: “f. v(]-:“-l 1]:.£Tfnl;\l Pm;‘?(?tsesonly
ine on Inyf to keep the sparrows out and has g, 1 | Ko k‘lwml,\‘ ("1”;.“‘ VH_HE(,I ”. ”,;, of .(-nn(‘r’(’te, put
'I .w]{ vl :y«”’u tonp, :!’u»lll 12 inches from vienti |‘ [‘ | m\‘. w' {,l,',lm 13:);»\}.;1( gh:,“ ”AI,I(.,)r T of his
tton ( < { ' . ¥ v . . N . i g, i
el an ; thlnl\ 1Il::1Y’ 1‘1I ‘\ ;;I\]\,, ‘.])I; ”J:\. ’H(‘M _\"’ Stone-walled well s comented  around, and té};e
elghhors dispensed with the shinelos ‘,";“ G e Curhing ahove s of the same material; hog’p‘d'
~1i ad prevaced  ronfine ARSI an s and floor, is to be largely concrete, anh
: : i . B Do £ heo “ When thev bury me, I want the roug

OxTora Co., Ont

or o shell made of  the sare stufl.”’
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