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saving machinerv to the production oi wealth it Une engines at the.r present stage of perfection. 
,-aps amf crowns, not onlv the ten centuries be- It must be remembered that the portable gas.-line 
lore, but all the centuries that we know anything engine is still in its infancy, and like many ,,,her

classes of machinerv- it has not yet ieache-i j>er- 
iection.

That the «feeler with whom Mr. Renti n 
ierred handles
which is over-rated, is not proof that eva-j 0r 
any other engine is so rated. He also claims 
that he could buy an engine from the manufac
turer for half the money he paid the dealer. |ijq 

world he count the duty, freight and inconvenience of

Farming in Alberta.
[ Paper read by Geo. Price, at farmers’ meeting. 

Olds, Alta) The farmer of a century ago cultivated his 
land, harvested his crops and threshed Kfc grain 
with tools but little better than those used by the 

who farmed when Rome was mist ess of the

of.

It may be expected that I should speak of agii- von-
an engine the horse-j*ower ufculture and agricultural societies, of the fertile 

soil of Alberta, its adaptability for diversified 
farming, its tich and nutritious natural grasses, 
and its comparatively mild winters and cool sum
mers, which make it a paradise for the dairyman 
and rancher.

men 
w orld.

The farmer is often spoken of as the brawn 
and bulwark of a nation, because his industry is 
one of producing directly from the soil. He pro
duces the raw material that feeds the 
I abor-saving machinerv has enabled him to largely watting, probably several months, for the engine

after it is ordeied ? Or is he aware that his 
tion which have rash must accompany the order before he has even 

a chance to examine the engine ? I think 
Their work is Manufacturers are not in the habit of shipping 

goods to parties with whom they have had no 
tins issued from these institutions to appreciate business dealings, without first having "‘gilt edge"" 
the value of the work they are dome The farmer security.

ting, with

But of these things many of you 
can claim a much wider and longer experience 
than I. increase the product of the farm ; but there are 

also other agencies worthy of 
come to his aid, and not least of these are our 
agricultural schools and societies, 
educational, and one has only to read the bulle

My opinion, however, is that for stock- 
raising and dairying, it would he difficult to find 
a distiict anywhere on the North American 
tinent where all the conditions are as favorable

not.
con-

as we have them here. The past three years have 
been wet and there has been an abundance of wild 
hay. What may be raised in the way of tame 
grasses and forage crops, we hardly yet know ; 
but, with seasons of ordinary moisture, there can 
be no doubt of the success of such crops.

But when we come to grain raising I know 
the:e is, with many of us, some misgivings. We 
do not feel the same certainty of success in this 
line as in that of dairying and stock-raising. The 
last three years have been too wet for grain, and 
ci ops have not come up to our expectations, and 
it is not at all an unusual thing to hear it said 
that the country is no good for grain raising. 
Now, with all due respect to authority, gdev 
hairs, age, prediction and prophecy, it may be 
well to recall to mind that the very same things 
have been said of more than one new country. In 
fact, it would be difficult to name a country that 
in its early history did not disappoint many a 
pioneer. Our country is yet in its infancy. It 
is too early to declare grain-raising a failure. 
rrhe pioneers of every new country have had to 
do a great deal of experimenting before they have 
found out what crops best succeeded, and how to 
raise them.

It matters not how well a man’s linan- 
I ivl s anding may be locally established; the 
facturer knows nothing of this, and will not
risks.

is thus saved a great deal of expert 
the assurance that the experiments conducted in

manu-
ru n

If Mr Renton has such low prices f oni 
tte manufacturer, it would no doubt interest many 
to read the letters giving quotations, and 1 for 
<»nr would be very much pleased to see these let
ters published

these schools are under the superintendence of
S|>eciall_v t-ained men 
the nineteenth century, it seems to 
g reate t watchword was production ; in all 
branches of industry the power of labor to pro
duce wealth increased many times tin the thresh- down to actual figures, and, in addition to this, 
old of the twentieth century there are signs of farme.'s would have the addresses of these firms, 
another watchword, and that word is co-opera- and their prices would be proved beyond a doubt 
tion. or, more properly, distribution. There are o'er their own signatures. Awaiting conclusive 
many farmers who feel that of the great gains proof of these low prices, 
that are the result of the improved methods of 
production. t^ey have not shared as they should 
With all the increased power to produce wealth, 
is the farmer of to-day much better oil than
his ance tors of a century »eo ? Of the imvael It may seem a little premature to begin re
production, is he able to keep more to himseJi ' livating mangolds or other roots as soon as the
Important as it is that his Mils should be well i ^ h , th , - ...____ __..... . . ...... . .. seen es sown, but that is practically what needstilled and his stock of the best, is it not eouallv . , . , nevus
important that in the numerous exchanges he must *° be don<‘ 10 ,ns"re the best rrol” What is 
make with other producers, that he get good required is a fining of the soil just a few days 
value for his monev But to discuss the question »««*" the seed is sown. The common practice is 

Again, in the development of nearly every new of d^t.ihution at this -meting would be. pecèar-s to leave the roots until they need thinning or 
country, the various industries follow each other 'vhat, the lawyers would call irrevelant. imma weeding By this time, as everyone knows, 
in a pretty well defined order. The first to break ,erlal and 1,01 at *U I*"*»"*™* to the case most soils there is a slight crust o'er the land
the solitude of the prairie is the stockman. He-------------------------------- caused by the eva|«oration of moisture from the
needs range upon which his stock can feed un- n-g-i,. Flaw surface. This crust has two retarding effects up-
molested. Then comes the man with the prover- Jx>unS root crops. In its early .stage, and
bial hoe ; the man that transforms the prairie in- 'n interesting and valuable bulletin on fix' just a few days after the seed is sown, it pre-
to fields of golden grain, and after him the mer- and its cultivation has been prepared bv Geo lrr-LS many of the young plants from breaking
chant and manufacturer. __________ ______________________ Harcourt USX and t X. U ill in- Territorial *l,rx>ugh to the surface, and it all the time facile

But too often the man with the hoe brings Inspector flu ■ ■ •__T " " "" la!#* ^ escApe id moisture from the iancT The
with him notions of farming that he has acquired , , . ures v i- first step to be taken to destroy this crust is to
in the country from which Me came, and that are 'a ue o new settlers at this season roll the drills about five days after the seed is.
not workable in the new country, and with the are ',ere"*th presented. sown if there is good growing weather,
first failure he blames the country. There is Kxperience has shown that any soil capable of <*h>'s later, and just as the plants can be seen, it
hardly a new country that has not been a disap- producing a good crop of grain is equally good for • S°t«d plan to run a hand cultivator along

flax, but a warm, dry situation is most lav ora hie beside the rows. Then as soon as the plants are 
whatever the nature of the soil. The general ex- Ur*e enough, the horse cultivator should be 
lierience is that it does better on new breaking started, 
than any other crop, and that when well put in 
a return of from 111 to 2li bushels 
l»e expected.

In pieparing the land some tweak about

Referring once more to 
that its

We then would be able to get
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A Critical Operation.

Oil

A few

point nient to many an early pioneer on this ac- 
coui t Of the early settlers of parts of Kansas 
and Nebraska, how many were forced to return, 
with nothing left but a prairie schooner and an 
old 1 une they printed on their wagon covers'* 
“ Good-bye Kansas and Nebraska, we hid you
both adieu; we may travel some day' to -----------.

1 saw the same thing

"Hie most critical operation, however, 
and the one that counts for much at a time 
*^<n W** plants need encouragement, is the stir- 
nnT with the hand cultivator or hoe.

per acre may

two
inches deep, then cut the sod line with a disk har
row and sow, rolling immediately after to smooth 
the ground for harvesting, 
three or four inches deep», and some farmers roll 
immediately after plowing, and then st»w with a 
■•harp shoe drill.

but never hark to you.” 
occur in the first settlement of the Dakotas, and 
yet the very same land that was \abandoned a few 
yeai s ago ns being wort hless, is now ns eagerly 
bought, up, and is being put under cultivation 
What we may do here in the line of raising grain 
we cannot yet tell : but there are some things we

We know that climatic

Michigan Beet Sngar.
Others prefer to brewk Michigan, last year, according to Alfred 11. 

White, instructor in chemical technology at the 
l niversity of Michigan, produced about three- 
fourths of the sugar it consumed.

flax, however. w ill nsjmnil 
Instead of using the roller 

after plowing, use the disk harrow, selling it to 
rut a little earth, but not enough 
soil

to a good ,-eed-bed If the coming 
<:)eason is a favorable one, there will be sugar for 
export after satisfying the home demands. Michi-

ran safely foretell 
changes follow the settlement of a country. With 
thousands of farmers breaking up the soil and ex
posing it 1 o the warm rays of the sun; driving 
out cold, wet marshes; opening up roads; the cli
mate is most sine to become warmer and crops 
mature earlier.

1» tear up the
Follow with a short toothed Harrow 

with a shoe or
l hen

disk drill, leaving the land 
New settlers who do n H 
make what is called a 

l-anker ’’ or ‘ float."" by taking two twelve-foot 
planks R> or 12 inches wide

can now ranks as the second State in the Union 
m the production of beet 
most .»

sow
sugar ; it producing al- 

per cent, of the total amount manuf&c- 
tali’ornia stands first, producing about 

36 per cent of the total 
*>«g season m this State is 
i«cvts i all form la u ill lose its supremacy.

IF- sugar industry in the State, which is only 
■ r'e years old, has made wonderful growth, 
the fall of 1898 there

smooth for the binder 
l-osse-s a roller may

lured.
For many years ( o come, agriculture will un

doubtedly he 1 lie main industry of Alberta, and in 
view of the large areas of land that 
coming into the market, hot.lt in this and 
countries, it behooves our farmers and all tho<e 
interested in the prosperity of the agriculturist 
to see that we are abreast of t lie times 
of farming with t lip hoe, sickle and flail 
passed away —let us hope never to return again 
They were tools cheap enough, lait 1 heir use 
would lie very costly now alongside of tlie latest 
improved farm machinery

I ap one lour or 
over th«- other, spike sheen together 

ami attach irons near the ends to dtaw l.v 
In selecting t he seed it is verv

However, if the cointi x e inches
favorable for sugarare fast 

ot her isu|-oi lat.i lo 
K\|^rh*»icv io sfcwkm ih.u

the ltest time to sow is from the 1 h of Ma 
the loth of Jure t he most iauvahk i mw 
the last week in Max 
tkarl\ breaking tie worker! r
silile after plowing so that it watt not 
a ml sont' g rouets lax 
«piioklx as possible after the Urvd 

The u<iial a mot nt of smt 
|Hkv'ks I to 1 — |muntl''» |vr at o 
breaking. or xx hvn ila**-
growers soxx a bmh. ? placing ik* 
to t x\ <> invhes ikvp

\ copy of this bulb-tin 
ing to Secretaries of Farmers] 
l he I*epart ment of \fri* u!t I!-—

n'oiil xx veil sinnIs

Inx t *
The tlax 

has was only one factory in 
operation; now there are sixteen. The total out
put lor the season of 1898-99 was less than 6.- 

po un<is,
19" «2-113 i

It >s imp>rl.int Thai It.-

- - iHfl
while that for the season of 

estimated at 100.000.000 pounds Its 
'ahe is given at $4.500.000.

1 • • fo.low ing table shows the growth bv 
”1 this industry ;

great --I
*— iBut with t In* int • o

d action of expensive machinery, necessitating ns it 
floes larger capital to operate the farm, the 
chances of success for the small farmer are be
coming gradually narrowed. Fort nnatelx . hoxx 
o\pr. for him, and, perhaps, for humanity, those 
combinations; of large capital under a single man
agement. which have now become quite rommon in 
many other industries, are not found to be prac
ticable in farming. ,There is a limit to the area 
of ü farm which can be successfully handled. and 
that limit seems to he very much Below* the si/e 
< i -oir.* of flu1 bonanza farms of the Northwest 

There 
t endrUi v

ï ® ni t hrw
but years?r»»-h

<■ , !
Factories in 

ion
Production 
in pounds 

5.271.04X1 
32.737.09^ 
04.610.358 

104.590 OSO 
100.000.00^»

99

1
1901 -«12 
1902-03

bx I

1
l
1 ÙGesoliee

1 «» î hv Fill! or ** Farmer - \.f
Si». Free Beet Seed.«an be no mistaking, however, that the 

of the times is to crush out the small
Mr. Kent » rt c *\ < 

recent letter signed bx hm 
to certain parts of rh.tr

V * ‘s -
1 •- W )• c

* -* r ' H Ivout. ]
* ra ?e ha \ e rect'i'*'»! froi* 

Mich . fifty poumls siwn ially 
has been arrnnveil to

and ci\c* advantage to the large producer 
iu<( ;\s w o see the -a me tendenvx 

and for verv much of thi 
! to 1 h ( • w om loifii 1 inx ent ix •-’ <

1 'iivli

prod' i X « i T \H I
itin f)t hi*r i1 ulusl i-i. 

ait* intlehf
disagrt't' with his
\pril Bth 

er;*l. with

la-t 
lie refers t -, 

which he nr»!*
,if t’ e

t he ninet oen t h t >-v t > irx hu 
m t «•!* ntatej-i.il i >rny i*vss t1 m ft>r

1 n the application of labor

* * »•* Hramlon an«i Indian Head
"i he

•2a — - ! • ttalance of I he son! has 
• »r« 1er ol t lieir am»lication. 

returns as to progress of

past cent 11 t v 
ma nit \
1 <-n cent urirs bef,>

extérieure than u.x^if 
of h.s argument

• »• .
is at'p yield, etc.
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