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Farming in Alberta.

read by Geo. Price, at
Olds, Alta.)

[ Paper farmers’ ieeting,

It may be expected that I should speak of agri-
culture and agricultural societies, of the fertile
soil of Alberta, its adaptability for diversified
farming, its 1ich and nutritious natural grasses,
and its comparatively mild winters and cool sum-
mers, which make it a paradise for the dairyman
and rancher. But of these things many of you
can claim a much wider and longer experience
than I. My opinion, however, is that for stock-
raising and dairying, it would be difficult to find
a district anywhere on the North American con-
tinent where all the conditions are as favorable
as we have them here. 'The past three years have
been wet and there has been an abundance of wild
hay. What may be raised in the way of tame
grasses and forage crops, we hardly yet know ;
but, with seasons of ordinary moisture, there can
be no doubt of the success of such crops.

But when we come to grain raising I know
the:e is, with many of us, somne misgivings. We
do not feel the same certainty of success in this
line as in that of dairving and stock-raising. The
last three years have been too wet for grain, and
ciops have not come up to our expectations, and
it is not at all an unusual thing to hear it said
that the country is no good for grain raising.
Now, with all due respect to authority, grey
hairs, age, pirediction and prophecy, it may be
well to recall to mind that the very same things
have been said of more than one new country. In
fact, it would be difficult to name a country that
in its early history did not disappoint many a
pioneer. Our country is yet in its infancy. It
is too early to declare grain-raising a failure.
The pioneers of every new country have had to
do a great deal of experimenting before they have
found out what crops best succeeded, and how to
raise them.

Again, in the development of nearly every new
country, the various industries follow each other
in a pretty well defined order. The first to break
the solitude of the prairie is the stockman. He
needs range upon which his stock can feed un-
molested. Then comes the man with the prover-
bial hoe ; the man that transforms the prairie in-
to fields of golden grain, and after him the mer-
ciiant _and manufacturer.

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

saving machinery to the production oi I@lth it
caps and crowns, not only the ten centuries be-
fore, but all the centuries that we hnow anything
of. The farmer of a century ago cultivated h}>
land, harvested his crops and threshed hi graim
with tools but little better than those used by the
men who farmed when Rome was mist ess of the
world.

The farmer is oiten spokem oi as the brawm
and bulwark of a nation, because his industry IS
one of producing directly from the soil. He pro-
duces the raw material that feeds the world
Labor-saving machinery has enabled him to larsely
increase the product of the farm : but there are
also other agencies worthy of mention which have
come to his aid, and not least oi these are our
agricultural schools and societies. Their work is
educational, and one has only to read the bulle-
tins issued from thes<e institutiors to appreciate
the value of the work they are doing. The iarmer
is thuvs saved a great deal of experimenting. with
the assurance that the experiments coaducted in
these schools are under the superintemdemce of
specially trained men Referring once more to
the rineteenth century, it seems to me that its
greate't watchword was production: ia all
branches of industry the power of labor to pro-
duce wealth increased many times Omn the thresh-
old of the twentieth century there are sigms of
another watchword, and that word is co-opera-
tion, or, more properly, distribution. There are
many farmers who feel that of the great gains
that are the result of the improved methods of
production, trey have not shared as thex should.
With all the increased power to produce wwaith.
is the farmer of to-day much better off tham was
his ance tors of a century ago > Of the increaed
production, is he able to keep more to himssdi ®
Important as it is that his fiekis should be well
tilled and his stock of the best_ is it mot equslly
important that in the numerous excharse: he must
make with otker producers, that he get good
value fcr his monev. But to discuss the question
of distribution at this meeting would be. perna;s.
what the lawyers would call irrevelant., imma-
terial, and not at all pertaining to the ca<e

Growing Flax.
An interesting and valuable bulletin on flax
and its cultivation has beem prepared by Geo
Harcourt, BS A and T N WGl z

But too often the man with the hoe brings
with him notions of farming that he has acquired
in the country from which hle came, and that are
not workable in the new country, and with the
first failure he blames the country. There is
hardly a new country that has not been a disap-
pointment to many an early pioneer on this ac-
cour t. Of the early settlers of parts of Kansas
and Nebraska, how manv were forced to retuin,
with nothing leit but a prairie schooner and an
old tune they printed on their wagon covers ?
‘ Good-bye Kansas and Nebraska, we bid you
both adieu; we may travel some dayv to >
but never back to you.” I saw the same thing
occur in the first settlement of the Dakotas, and
vet the very same land that wasabandoned a few
years ago as being worthless, is now as eagerly
bought up, and is being put under cultivation
What we may do here in the line of raising grain
we cannot yet tell ; but there are some things we
can safely foretell. We know that climatic
changes follow the settlement of a country. With
thousands of farmers breaking up the soil and ex-
posing it to the warm ravs of the sun: driving
out cold, wet marshes; opening up roads: the cli-

mate is

]H(F\t stre to '\l'('()l“l‘ warmer 2|n(‘ (‘l‘up,;
mature earlier
FFor many years to come, agriculture will un

doubtedly be the main industry of Alberta. and in

view of the large areas of land that arve fast
coming into the market, hoth in this and other
countries, it behooves our farmers and all tho-e
interested in the prosperity of the agrienlturist
to see that we are abreast of the times. The dan

of farming with the hoe, sickle and flail has
passed away—let us hope never to return again
Theyv  were tools  cheap enongh, but their use
would he very costly now alongside of the latest
improved farm machinery But  with the int-o
duction of expensive machinery, necessitating as it
does  lareger  capital to operate the farm. the
chances of success for the small farmer are  bhe
coming graduoally narrowed Fortunatelv . how
ever, for him, and, perhaps, for humanity, those
comhinations of large capital under a single ma:
agement . which have now hecome quite common in
many other industries. gre not found to he prae
ticabhle in farming There is a limit to the area
of o farm which can be successfully handled. and
that Timit seems to be very much below the size
oof aee of the honanza farms of the Northwest

[ Frantte an he no mistaking., however. that the
tenden of the times is to crush ont the small
produces el aive advantage to the Laree produce:
I e RIS TR it s we see the ame tendency
in other ivdastries and for very much of this we
are indebfed to the wenderful inventivy vre-s of the
past cention Tiving the nineteenth contoury b
manity yade [ e vtorial prooress t!
ten contarics befor, In the application of Litan
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Weed Inspector. The principal features of this
treatise of value to mew settlers at this season
are herewith presenfed.

Experience has shown that any soil capable of
producing a good crop of grain is equally good for
flax, but a warm, dry situation is most iavorable
whatever the nature of the soil. The semera)l ex-
perience is that it does better om mew breaking
than any other crop, and that when well put in.
a return of from 10 to 2N bushels per acre may
be expected.

In pireparing the land some break about two
inches deep, then cut the sod fine with 3 disk har
row and sow, rolling immediately aiter to smooth
tre ground for harvesting. Others preier to break
three or four inches deep, and some farmsers roll
immediately after plowing, and then sow with a
sharp shoe drill Flax. however. will respond
to a good seed-bed Instead oif u~ine the roller
after plowing. use the disk harrow. <setting it to
cut a little earth, but not enoush to tear up the
sod Follow with a shorttoothed harrow then
with a shoe or disk drill, leaving the Land
smooth for the binder New settlers who do not
posse-s  a roller may make what s called a
“panker 7 oor “Heat.” by taking two twelleioot
planks 10 or 12 inches wide lap ome iour or
five inches over the other. spike tiwem
and attach irons near the ends to dras i

SOW

Toel her

In selecting the cevsd 1t s ven mjoriant to

avold weed seeds FEXperiency gun~ ta shaw

that
the best time to sow is from the 13th o Mav t.
the Hith of Jure the most fato able lins i
the last week 1In Man It & imggeortant that tb.
carly breaking he worked dowmn i< ~omss AN jme
Sibhle after |>ln\\|n: <o that 1t = not  Jdr ot
and sone groners lav great <t v=< om < »m .
quickly as possible after the land o ; ves 1

The usual amount of seed <o

e < Tmay 1 s

Pechs (28 to 12 poundsi per aern Lot
breaking., or when <owine  lar. T < ey
gronwers sow g hichel!  placine ¥ <>~
to two inches deep
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Gasoline Engines.
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FOUXDED 1R6¢

line engines at their present stage of perfection
It must be remembered that the portable gusiline
engine is still in its infancy, and like many .\ her
classes of machinery it has not yet ieactei per

That the dealer with whom Mr. Rentcn on.
ierred handles an engine the horsepower of
which is overrated, is not proof that eve Y or
any other engine is so rated. He also claimg
that he could buy an engine from the manufac-
turer for half the money he paid the dealer. g
ke count the duty, freight and inconvenience of
waiting, probably several months, for the engine
after it is orderted ? Or is he aware that his
cash must accompany the order before he has evep
a chante to examine the engine ? I think net.
Manufacturers are not in the habit of shipping
goods to parties with whom they have had no
business dealings, without first having “‘gilt edge™
security. It matters not how well a man’s lir{;\n<
«ial s"anding may be locally established: the manu-
facturer knows nothing of this, and will not rup
riskts. If Mr. Renton has such low prices | oy
tte manufacturer, it would no doubt interest many
to read the letters giving quotations, and 1 for
one would be very much pleased to see these let-
ters published. We then would be able to et
down to actual figures., and, in addition to this,
farme:s would have the addresses of these firms,
and their prices would be proved beyond a doubt
cver their own signatures. Awaiting conclusive
preoi of these low prices,

CLARENCE VERMILYE\.

A Critical Operation.

It may seem a little premature to begin cul-
tivating mangolds or other roots as soon as the
seed is sown, but that is practically what needs
to be done to insure the best crops. What is
required is a fining of the soil just a few days
after the seed is sown. The common practice is
to leave the roots until they need thimning or
weeding Ry this time, as everyome Knows, on
most soils there is a slight crust over the iand
caused by the evaporation of moisture from the
surface.  This crust has two retarding eflects up-
om young root crops. In its early .stage, and
just a few days after the seed is sown, it pre-
vents many of the voung plants from breaking
through to the surface, and it all the time facili-
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of moiSture Irom the iand. The
first step to be taken to destroy this crust is to

roll the drills about five days after the seed is.

sown if there is good growing weather. A few
fiq*s later, and just as the plants can be seen, it
'S a good plan to run a hand cultivator along
heside the rows. Then as soon as the plants are
large enough, the horse cultivator should be
started. The most critical operation, however.
and the ome that counts for much at a time
when the plants need encouragement, is the stir-
ring with the hand cultivator or hoe.

Nichizan Beet Sugar.

Michigan, last year, according to Alired H.
White, instructor in chemical technology at the
Umnversity of Michigan, produced about three-
fourths of the sugar it consumed. If the coming
Season 1S a favorable one, there will be sugar for
export after satisfying the home demands. Michi-
£an nOw ranks as the second State in the Union
'm the production of beet sugar ; it producing al-
most 3 per cent. of the total amount manufac-
tured.  California stands first, producing about
36 per cent. of the total. However, if the com-
Ing season in this State is favorable for sugar
beets. California will lose its supremacy.

The sugar industry in the State, which is only

‘e rears old, has made wonderful growth. In
the fall of 1898 there was only one factory in
. - now there are sixteen. The total out-
¥4t lor the season of 1898-99 was less than 6,-
(MELMMY  pounds, while that for the season of

!ifcj—nl?{ i\- eStimated at 100,000,000 pounds. Its
Yabe 1S glven at £1,500,000

!}:i- !»n lowing tahle shows the growth by vears
this industrv - : o
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Factories in Production

b S oj=ration in pounds
- 1 5.271.000
e S - 32.737.09%
o 64 616,358
i3 104,590 0RO
16 100_ 000 000

Free Beet Seed.

: Ira'e have received from
Y Mich . fifty pounds specially
) N has been arranged to
Rrandon and Indian Head
- ) of the seewd has
their application.
- » turns  as to progress of
=Tk yield. etc




