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THE WHITE AND BLUE.

-

from a man named MacColleittok he expected no
mercy. And certainly our names are the antitheses
of the voluminbus dignified Spanish names. It is
said ghat mbassador, who pre-
eminehtly

dumbly astonished to

displayed a hospitality that had nothing mono- |
syllabic about it. What pangs of partyriti |

[his grief—by one Joseph, familiarly known as
|"Jow Jow,” by no means a misogynist, who in
| twenty-four hours saw the whole * Bois de Bou-
logne a Paris “—told by the said ** Jow Jow "~ that

on his grandiloquent | though Lord Dufferin long agp powerfully protest-

gt

d him:

titles, was one ion

find that hi% entertainer, one honest John Cutts, |

| ed against it, yet that apheresis and apocope still

ruthlessly destroy the most beautiful feminine
names—that affection
inuall ing new, fanciful, idiotically in-

fic novel writery musgendure, even though it beal
labor of ‘love ; what obstetric skill must be re- |
quired to midwife an innumerable litter of appro-
priately literary names gracefully into the light of
day!| Men have always been sensible to the
charms of name. We know that Plato's ear ap-
preciated the delicacy of a happy harmonious and
attractive name. Take the * poor red man " in his
natural state.  Translate his titles, and we find
such pictu ue ones as ** Path Opener,” ** Morn-
ing Dawn,” “ Great Swift Arrow,” Read Hia-
watha and you will find numbers of such names,
and if any one reads Hiawatha in a ruffled state of
mind, he is sure to lay aside the book, soothed by
the melliffluous flow. What the d-pnv‘uy of civili-

fantile titles, and he cited three which had come
beneath his own personal supervision, vis.; Toot-
umgs, Dumps, and Popsy. O woman! woman |
woman! Alas! alas!

From lively to severe there is but a step: but
certainly it seems a long step from ladies our social
lawgivers to the severity of law, and the names
of some of its celebrities and myrmidons. Yet
thére is a sunshine in the shady place even at law,
as perhaps a few illustrations may show. Grim

facetiousness it must have been which suggested | i

the nick-name of ** Necessity " for a doughty mem-
ber of the Foronto bar, because * Necessity knows
no law.” A

When an excellent report of a certain case

zation has done to the aborig ik

icularly pleased the winnner thereof, he

par
1ecl

exemplified in the modern Indian s— Buffa-
1o Bill," ** Captain Jack,” and “ Sitting Bull," the
latter of whom suggests the generic name of the
less sedentary * John Bull,” with s leonine na-
ture; and the other names ejusdem gemins, viz,
the canny *Sandies,” the rollicking ** Paddies,”
the ubiquitous * Freshies,” and the * Knox.
ites,” follow in their wake. Their origin is appa-
rent on their face.

Voltaire once said that the English gain two
hours a day by clipping words, and this is espe-
cially noticeable in what may Iln termed the -ond

d that that rep ‘s rep
be as wide-spread through the as Henry
Clay's is through America ; while the loser on read-
ing it abandoned Mis

exclaimed, * Tout est perdy!”
such the reporter's name. The same reporter is
known among the " boys™ as Per, so called, it is
believed, because his motto is Excelsior! up higher!
and bis New-Jerusalem cranium—a bright and
shiny place—is gradually’ emerging higher and

and its result, betrothal, are | *

ought to| ~
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higher through his hair. So it is, however, also | 4oy

with another celebrity, whose strength seems to be

of y. B ie usually ends
in the abbreviation of the names of the bons hom-
mes | or, if this is a linguistic impossibility, ip the
substitution of some easily pronounced or eminent-
ly characteristic title for the objectionably plain
or polysyllabic one. Some natures indeed are so
PP hable, so ) ng, that their
names partake of their rigorous iciness or doughy
callousness, and remain through life unchanged—
uuchangeable. Who has not met a jJohn whom
it would be a species of verbal sacrilege to call |
Ju-. ] |
A nick-name (French wom de nigue) is either an i
appropriate, an opprobrious. or a sportive appella-
tion,  Bat the first of these meanings only shows
clearly its etyfhology, it being derived from the verb
wick, 10 suit ; & name given *in the nick of time."
Thewriter knows nothing aboutwomen andhas often
wondered whether they are addicted to nick-nam-
ing, or whether they eo’ndu it, as, he has read,
they consider angling, “a custom more honored
in the breach than in the observance.” The writer
has only looked on woman as he looks on the
milky way in the sky, “ a mixture of gentle lights
without a name.' He once indeed read a novel,
and there were many names and many heroines,
and be could not believe if such names as Ger-
trude, Ida, Violet, Dors, Helen, Claire and Edith,
which there adorned the jpages, also adorned real,
living women, that anyone could be 8o void of tact
and taste as to abbreviate these or n

k- | tha

simply A. B. He, however, has less need to cry
“Cover my defenceless head ;" for does not the
halo of the U. E. Loyalists edicirclé it !

It may not be known to our classical tutor that
an Imperious Casar still lives amongst us. Yet
such is the bail-ful fact. Is the sheriff aught else ?
Who has not heard of “The Tyke," and.of J. K.,
and of the * K. family " generally; and who does
not know

** His brothers’ pride—young ladies joy,

Is he an angel or & boy ? prayenra

Legal nomenclature is indeed a pregnant subject
but we must leate it lingeringly, with a remark as
to the appropriateness of a Chancery matter now
before the lugubrious Court ** Re Morse,” and as to
the curious coincidences seen in the style of cause of
“Date v. Plamb” “Fretz ¥ Strutz,” “Rosamond v,
Rose,” “Rowland v. Oliver,” “Paul v. Virginia," the
defendant in the latter not being a feme sole, but
a U.S. lightning rod company.

The writer is of course most conversant with the
names of those who passed through their Univer.
sity course contemporancously with himself, and
perhaps he may be pardoned recalling 10 readers
who have left Toronto, (even though the records
may little interest the present undergraduates) the
convivial names of some whom we have yet with
us in this hub of intellectual Ontario still figurish-
ing and jolly and naughty and nice. Nodoubt bat

t Kb ““The High Moral," in his rustic home

ick-
names for them.  Yet the writer has been told ~to |

‘

at Pickering will rpmd the writer when he says,

d like the eagie's, yet men call him not Per, | Solles,

Respect is said to be a great in|
and we believe it; but wedonot find it

during
 ophatnat




