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Reference to  Ellustration,

'[ NTIL Prescott wrote “ The Conquest of Peru,”

there was but little reliable information to be
found in any book purporting to give the carcer of
that remarkable man, Fraxcrsoo Pizarro, styled
the **Conqueror of Peru.” Hitherto, the general
notion of Pizarro’s character was less based upon
fact than upon fiction ; and the most popular be-
lief was ]wrs‘\ aps founded upon the representation
drawn of the rapacious tyrant in a German play
by Kotzebue, whic as been adapted to the Eng-
lish stage by the brilliant and bes um!\l g pen of
Francisco Pizarro, a
man of not even the commonest education—the
illegitimate son of a Spanish gentleman and Spa-
nish peasant- unl spending the earliest years of
his life as a swineherd—had yet the genius to do,
after a fashion, for Spain, that which in a later
century our own C live dld for England—giving to
the mothes.country possessions of boundless ex-
tent and fabulous wealth in a far-off continent.
There, however, the comparison between the men
ends, Clive was edueated, enlightened, single-
minded, and humane: Pizarro was ignorant,
Being, however, of an

ambitious nul enterprising tunmrnnent
Spaunish hero soon quitted his humble occupa-
tion of swineherd, and 1nmcd a band of adven-
turers, bound for \muu v in search of wealth and
fame. In 1524 the young man found himself at
Panama, associated with two other adventurers—
Diego de Almagro, and Hernandez Lucque, a
mouk ; and the three worthies made their way to
Peru, in the conquest of which country, Pizarro
was destined afterwards to play so pxumm(nt a
part. The wealth of the country was such as to
arouse the cupidity of the Spaniard, and to induce
him to seek from the home government the power
and means of forming a settlement, with the ulti-
mate object of the suhjugation of the native in-
habitauts—a simple people,-who could form no
estimate of the amount of treasure which slept in
their mines, and the terrible ealamities which the
possession of that treasure was destined to bring
upon them. With such objects in view, Pizarro
returned to Spain ; but his representations of the
boundless wealth which he had beheld, and which
he coveted, beyond the Atlantie, were coldly re-
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