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IW THE ECONOMIC M0LLU8CA OF A« .<DIA.

The time of breeding of thii .pedes differs somcwlmt witli the
Jlfiif^ty. but it takes place geiar Oly In the spring or summer months.
Ih^y •rp very prolific. The young nt first ,-«« .wlm freely about, but
Jn « VMjr ihuff time (one writer snys four dux 1,ey nro fully equipped
for their life M,rk. and nttnchlng themselves .., wood, begin to bore
their tunnels. After entering the wood. Ihey increaHe rapidly in Mze
so that the adult burrows are many times larger than those by which
the young ecter. It is thought that as a rule they do not live longer
than a year or eighteen months. They reciuire pure salt water free
from sediment, and cannot generally live In brackish or polluted
situations. Their tubes are sometimes ten inches long, but generally
not more than half that length.

A piece of Teredo-bored wood shows but little outward trace of the
condition within. Except for the small holes made by the entering
young, it may appear (,uite sound, when in reality riddled by the
burrows and composed of almost nothing but their calcareous tubes.

Along with the rmc/o. there is fre(|ueni:y found a small crustacean,
Ln..„or,a hgmrum, which also forms burrows and is very destructive
They work, however, in different ways, for the latter attock only the
surface of the wood, and honeycombing it so thoroughly that nothing
IS left but partitions between burrows, allow it to be easily destroyed by
the waves. As the outside is remov»=d. they progress deeper, and so
rapidly do they work that an inch a year is frequently removed all
around the largest submerged timbers. Theminuie size of the burrows
about one-sixteenth of an inch in diameter, and the absence of a
calcareous lining, as well as the presence of the crustacean Itself, will
always distinguish its ravages from those of the Teredo. It largely
replaces the latter on those parts of th<, shores of Acadia where the
Teredo Aoc^ liltle harm. /. e., on the Atlantic Coast of Nova Scotia and
around the Bay of Fundy, and it does great damage in these localities.
It IS particularly destructive at Digby. The Te,edo, on the other hand,
perforates the wood through and through, and makes it so fragile that
It will break under a slight shock. It seems to have little preference in
regard ti the wood it attacks, the hardest and softest being equally
injured. The southern palmetto Is said to withstand it.

Economics. About the years 1730-32, great damage was
done to the dykes of Holland by this Teredo. A general sub-
inergance of the country was threatened, and the consequent
alarm led to the careful study of the habits and structure of
the animal. Since then, it has appeared in numbers at
different i.e-.,d8. In 1858 fresh alarm was caused, which
resulted :n o appointment of a commission to invePtigate
the whole inb;; ., -».- eji'tHmeut upon different methods for
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