
SURFACE—RIVERS.

the Black Sea on the
Sea, tlie Mediterraiicaa, •

west.

ne Coast Waters, Capes, Islands, and PeninsnUis
are (jiven at the foot of the Map of Asia.

Area.-(i32. A«ia i« twite as large as X„rth America, and
itichides ono-tliir<l tiie land .surface „f the Earth.

Surface.—C33. Asia has the highest mountains,
the lowest valleys, the broadest table-lands, and the
most extensive plains in the world. In America

th
tlu! highlands extend north and south, near ..„
coasts

;
in Asia we find them stretching east and

west through the middle of the continent.

034. The highland.s of Central Asia consist of a
broad table-land, with tlu; Himalaya Mountains on
the south, the Altai Mountains on the north, and
two otlu^r parallel mountain walls through' the
interior.

ear,. The Himalayas, „n the north „f Ilindo.Htan, are the
lughe.st u.on„ta.„» in the w„rl,l. The highest peak, calle.l
ilA-.«<Amv.,Mshvoand a half utiles ahove the level „f theHoa In ascending these n...untainH from the s.n.th, we should
fi.st ,nd dense forests, sindlar to those on the lower slopes ofthe Ande^. Here are many kinds of pain, trees, one of which
.« called the. .„ pahn. It is ren.arkal.le for its broad leaveMa Hingle leaf being large ..nongh to cover a do.cn men. WV
Hhoul.l fmd hcTc many large and ferocious wild beasts, such ashons tigers leopards, „„d hyenas. lieyond the forests ,ueHhnibs and bnght-coloured .lowers, th,.„ wil.l rough rodsand everlasting snows.

^

«;)<!. Those mountains arc m.,re ditlinilt to climb thanalmost any others, they arc so steep and so rent by d egorges where the foaming streams come rushing downtowards the ,,l„,„s K„. ,.,, .„. t,,„ ,„„„„t,,„,, „,,
« ;

a
1
mden, wo nnd the beautiful valley of Cn..,unnr, so ceh'

nrLJ^rS.^"'"^''^''"'^^''''-^""'"--"*'^ «•"-'--'

the Hca-lov.d. This country is so near tlie E.niator that it haswarm Hummers; but on account of its great eel thewmters are extremely cold.
ntNaiion the

RToat tjible.lnnd oxtending hun.ircds and hundreds of „,iles

639. The most important mountains in the west

i

of Asm arc the Cuucums, the Taurus, the fMurz,
j

the J/tndoo Koosh, and the Mountains of Lebanon
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filO. On the north of tlio Altai Mountains is tlie

I

vast lowland plain of Siberia, .sloping tow rds tl„.

I
Arctic Ocean.

Rivers.-C41. The chief rivers in the north of
Asia are the Ohi, the Yenisei, and tlie Lena in

Siberia. Like the Mackenzie in North America,
they are frozen over during a large part of the
year.

The Amour, the Jinan,, ll„, and the Yanff-tse-
Kian,,, (lowing east<-rly in China, are the most

I

important rivers in Asia. 'Hie Ya..g-ts,.-KianK
' etpials the Missi.ssippi in h-ngtb.

The gr,.at rivers in th(> soutii of Asia are the
Mekon,,, Meinam, IrrawaM^, the Ihahwapootra,
ti.e Ganges, ih. T,,.,,,^^ ^i,. y._^.^ __

_^_j ^^^ Evphmles.

I'mT'T.°*T' '""' ""'imaPOOfa rise far apart on the
cold liigh lluual»y«H

; but aftor njshing dowu the uLiep »\o\m,

m


