
inconvenience, large collections of these papers have been scattered, many being SOI&
for waste paper, without its being considered necesssry to keep even a small reserve.
It would appear to be desirable in future that no such documents shall bc thus-
disposed of, except after the most careful consideration and care titken to secure ut
least a minimum roserve, for preservation. The value of these apparently useless
documents is often discovered only after the want of the evidenee contained in therné
is felt and their loss hRs become Ïrretrievable.

The changes that have taken place in the mode of writing history have rendered
the collection of papers On social progress of much more consequence in the eyes of'
'historians than was formerly the case. The importance of collecting the
POlitical records of the country bas by no means diminisbed, but more
attention is now paid to wEgt is taking place in the social lifé 'of the
Varions classes Of the community to, account for the progress or decay of"
the eOmmunitYas a whole. Political history is now fraced to the source from,
which it fipringp, and, thereforc, whilbt the preservation of records of the move-
monts and actions of Governments and Legislatures is, of as much importance as,
ever, Cher records of apparentjy a more obscure and less important nature eannot
bc neglected. The settlement of the country, the cause of the rapid growth in cer-
tain 10calities, of the ïnertiness and what muà appearlas stagnation in others, shoulà
bO w8tched. and the records proserved. The histories of the counties from. their first
establishment, alter the population had so increased as to justify the creation of terri-
torial divisions, and the growth and progress of . municipal institutions, corne
Éroperly within the scope of the Archivist. Acting on this view, Dr. Thorburn,-
formerly Principal of the Collegiste Institute of Ottawa, and now Librariau of the
Geùlôgieal Sur4y, offéred à prize for the best account of the history of the count3r
Of Frontenac, one of the conditions beiDg that the prize essay should bc depositeà
amOlig t'ho Archives. The prize baving been awarded to Miss A. M. Harman o.
'Otta'Wae ber essay bas accordingly been transmitted.

The reqective funetions of the Library of Parliament and the Archives Office
are 80 liablO to be -misuùderstood, that I may be pardoned for referring briefly to th
âubjePt- There are certain.,points ut which both touch, in respect to the work
w.bich ehoyald be found in each, such, for instance, as those relating te the Britis
North A-MOriÇ= Provinces. Still their différent fanctions are clearly separate, au
distinct.

The Library, as its name impliesý is primaffly intended for the use of th
-be 

R80 of týh
Mem " Of P8rliameut (EýenatG and Rouse of Commons), and during each annua
affliOn it is reservéd exClusively for thoir bonofit., The work8 contained in it bein
for theÎr information ý*ith regard to questions to be brought before ParliaiMnent, it
-easential that the greaterpart of thern, ut least. shall be available for private stud
of such questions, and they must, to, be of service, be removed from the Libr' stud

that purpose. As a Matter of tact, books belonging to the Library are in th
possession ofmembers in ail parts of tbe D(>minioi 'There is thus, iÉevitably, th
risk of loaing works of great vaine and the certainty of their deterioration, howev
Sreful the membera may be. D 'ing the annuai sessions of Parliament, there»ýis th
iiecessary exclusion froin the Libraly of thm who are engaged in researcbes. Ev
if, through the relaxation of this rule, they are allowed to continue thoir studi
tàebè un ûnly bc pursued tinderthe Most disadvantageous circumstances, arising fro
CamFes with whie3h ail aie familia-ry and such an inve8tigator, coming with the speci

1.01>Ject Of COD$UltiBg wOrks tO bc f0vild, Ouly in the Library, is unable to obtain the
Irom tbdrbeing- in the bands of mombeIrB Who ýbaVe immediate need of them.

ilhe Archives Office, on the Other baud, is charged with the collection, pregary
tWu end'arran Oment Of the historical re£01-CI8 of the couritry,, to be kept in 01)

,'eO]Itr8l Place O'Mposit troua whieh lhey cannot be removed, to tbat they MayimmediatelY acSssible at ail times to tbou Who May deaire to consultr them.
f1peda, cîbjeet of the Office is to, obtain from aliso

s te May throw ligbt on social, COMMer mesi privatè as wpIl as publie, fs
"l and municipal, as WeIl as J)

elitiQui history. - When its aims ýand ObjeOtS are clearly underrstood, it


