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3^2 George Silverman's Explanation

" Don't equivocate, Sir. Is it resigned?
"

" Unconditionally and entirely; and I would that I had

never, never come near it !

"

" A cordial response from me to thai wish, Mr. SDverman

!

But take this with you. Sir. it you had no* resigned it,

I would have had you deprived of it. And though you have

resigned it, you will not get quit of me as easily as you

think for. I will pursue you with this story. I will make
this nefarious conspiracy of yours, for money, known. You
have made money by it, but you have at the same time made
an enemy by it. You will take good care that the money
sticks to you; I will take good care that the enemy sticks

to you."
Then said I finally, " Lady Fareway, I think my heart is

broken. Until I came into this room just now, the possi-

bility of such mean wickedness as you have imputed to me
never dawned upon my thoughts. Your suspicions "

" Suspicions ! Pah ! " said she indignantly. " Certainties."

" Your certainties, my lady, as you call them, your sus-

picions as I call them, are cruel, unjust, wholly devoid of

foundation in fact. I can declare no more; except that

I have not acted for my own profit or my own pleasure.

I have not in this proceeding considered myself. Once again,

I think my heart is broken. If I have unwittingly done

any wrong with a righteous motive, that is some penalty to

pay."

She received this with another and more indignant " Pah !

"

and I made my way out of her room (I think I felt my way
out with my hands, although my eyes were open), almost

suspecting that my voice had a repulsive sound, and that

I was a repulsive object.

There was a great stir made, the bishop was appealed to,

I received a severe reprimand, and narrowly escaped suspen-

sion. For years a cloud hung over me, and my name was

tarnished. But my heart did not break, if a broken heart

involves death; for I lived through it.

They stood by me, /delina and her husbana, through it

aU. Those who had known me at college, and even most of

those who had only known me there by reputation, stood by
me too. Little by little, the belief widened that I was not

capable of what was laid to my charge. At length I was

presented to a college-living in a sequestered place, and there

I


