
"Before closing his eyes to things terrestrial, he had

the supreme joy of seeing the Allies victorious. Ena-

moured of freedom and justice, he witnessed the downfall

in Europe of autocracy and its instrument, militarism,

and the founding on their ruins of the League of Nations.

"As of yore at Inkerman and at Sebastopol, he saw

our two great mother countries clasping hands and join-

ing their forces on the battle-field, and our sons rushing

with a light heart to meet together a glorious death and

take their full share of sacrifice and victory.

"Yes, he was granted that supreme consolation of

seeing France, France which was branded as frivolous

because she was cheerful standing before the whole world

as an example of endurance and fortitude, and showJier-

self to the oppressed what she had ever been, the shield

of civilization, the champion of right. He beheld Eng-

land, that country deemed cold and self-seeking, set out

all her sails, spend lavishly of her wealth, call to arms all

her children to rescue the world from oppression.

"The alliance of those two great powers, sealed by

the purest of blood was especially dear to his heart. To

him it appeared like the rainbow which breaks through

the clouds, and which is described in the Holy Writ as a

messenger of peace, a presage of better days to all men

of good will.

"Oh Laurier! should there remain something to be

done towards the fulfilment of that triumph of harmony

and good will which you have so persistently striven to

bring about, then those younger Canadians whose teacher

you were will in turn take up the work and carrv it to its

full completion. They will pride themselves in following

in your footsteps along the rugged and endless path of

duty which you have opened and pointed out to them.

"And now, with this last farewell, allow us to mingle

the expression of our deep sense of gratitude. We are

thankful to you, Laurier, for having ever remained

worthy of the part entrusted to you by Providence, since

from the palaces of our sovereigns and from the most

humble farm house, from the towering cathedral as well

as from the smallest country church, there ascends to-

wards heaven the same hymn of gratitude.

"We say Farewell and we thank you. We thank

you for having thus gathered around you your own
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