
huTMtiBc, irtUoh b doM leiJ by iMtf. •Urting with tha ripe bottom k«wi. Tfco

tobMOO ihonld be fairly well ripened. The leeree aie herreetet* one by one, from

bottom to top, ee they ripen. Thua the fleM haa to be gone orer four, ft e or aix

timaa, and it u hardly poaaiUe to complete harraating before the and of fiit^tember.

It ia thia operation iriiieh requirea the moat labour and which reatrioto the growing

of Tnridah tobaooo to thoae growera only who hare large familiea. Owing to tha doee-

ne« of the plantation, ehildrwi are aWe to do better work. It ia thongfat th * a child

of tan yeara, well trained in thia kind of work, may harreat from M to 80 poonda a

The harraated laavea are atmng on latha, and the latha, which an 4 to 6 feet

long, are hung horiiontally in apecial curing houaea. A curing houae for Turkiah

tobaooo oonaiato of a li^t wooden frame, 6 to 6 feet high, corered with glaia. Hot

bed iaahea make very good covera. The curing houae may be aet up against a wall

with a aunny expoaura. which forms the beat poaaible aituation. The waU ia uaed at

the back of the curing houae. The oppoaite aide ia i^aaed like the top, at least on

three-fourtlia of ita length. Bed aashea can alao bo uaed for thia purpoae. They ahould

be set with a light slant, aa wdl aa Hnpf^ f the roof, to faciliUte the removal of the

water in case of rain. The two enda oi * 3 curing house may be coTered with cotton

sheets which are quite satiafactory. The great difSculty in curing is in oLlaining the

pale colour which ia preferred in Turkish tobacco. Care has to bo giren to regulate

the entrance of air. of light and the degree of heat Thia is a delicate operation

which requires a grc t deal of care, aa there ia great danger of sweating during the

hanging of the producta. The curing takes place slowly; it requires from 40 to 60

days.

The first curing is completed by a second one, in a garret, where the laths are

hjng yertically, fairly dose to each other. This is what is called ' mite en iouffee
'

or ' bunching.' Then the leavea are graded in low leaves, middle leavee and top leaves;

ill each of these three groups the leaves are divided in dark and light-coloured leavea,

or six classes in all. The tobacco is now ready for fermenting.

NOTES ON CHEMICAL FERTILIZEBS.

In Bulletin No. A-6 of the series of the Tobacco Division, the importance of

aqteriments with chemical fertilizers is dwelt upon, and the proper method of experi-

menting is explained. The chief purpose of the bulletin is to encourage the gfrowen

to ascertain for themaelvea the fertility of their land by a well planned test of single

fertilizers and to warn them against the irrational use of fertilizers put on the market

under the name of ' complete fertilizers.' Experimente were carried on our stations,

using the method recommended to the growers, and the results obtained aa well as the

obaervations made during the last three yeara have been compiled and are here

preaented.

The fertility of the soil was determined by a physico-chemical ana sis, and by

actual growing experiments, the latter in order to check the data of the analysis. This

work required two years, after which a special fertilizer ws ordered, the composition

of which was based upon the results obtained. An arpent of land was divided into

three equal plots on which the following mixtures were applied in 1911

:


