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This Ih eloquent testimony to the very high

Ntandarcl of gunnery and torjiedo ofticiency of Hi«

Majenty'w ShipH. The control and <lrill reniainetl

mulisturbed throughout, in many canes despite

heavy damage to material and perwonnel. Our
MUi»eriority over the enemy in thin rcHpect was very

marktul, their efficiency becoming rapidly reduced

under punishment, while ours was maintained

throughout.

As was to be expected, the behaviour of the ships'

companies under the terrible conditionn of a modern
Hca battle was magnificent without exception. The
strain on their moral was a severe test of discipline

and training. Officers and men were imbued with

one thought, the desire to defeat the enemy. The
fortitude of the wounded was admirable. A report

from the Commanding Officer of Chester * gives

H i-plendid instance of devotion to duty. Boy (Ist

class) John Travers Cornwell, of Chester, was

mortally wounded early in the action. He never-

theless remained standing alone at a most exposed

post, quietly awaiting orders till the end of the

action, with the gun's crew dead and wounded all

round him. His age was under 16^ years. I regret

that he has since died, but I recommend his ease

for special recognition in justice to his memory,
and as an acknowledgement of the high example set

by him.

In such a eonfliet as raged continuously for five

hours it was inevitable that we should suffer severe

losses. It was necessarv to maintain touch with

Light -cruiser, ilctuih not publiHhc'<l.


