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CHARLES STEWART PARNELL

following him, asserted—what was the truth—that

no mention of his release was made by him in any

written or oral communication with his friends.

The same night, May 4th, was announced the

a ointment of Lord Spencer as Lord-LieutenanI

and Lord Frederick Cavendish as Chief Secretary

The post had first been offered to Sir Charles Dilke

but he had refused the offer. It is stated that ir

certain quarters the name of Mr. Chamberlain hac

been mentioned, and that he had signified hi

willingness to accept the offer if it were made

Apparently it was not made. We cannot avoi(

speculating what would have happened had h

gone to Ireland. He had taken a leading part ii

the release of Pamell ; would that have saved him-

since the Phoenix Park murderers did not intend t

kill Lord Frederick? And if Mr. Chamberlain ha>

been killed in May, 1882, what other course migh

British politics have taken? Would Tariff Reforr

ever have been a Tory election cry ? Would ther

have been no Boer War? Would the Tories nc

have enjoyed that long term of office which for yeai

kept the question of Home Rule in abeyance? ]

were foolish to say yes or no to any of these question

but at least we may say that the fact Mr. Chamberlai

was not asked to become Irish Secretary in 1882 is or

of the most momentous in British politics.

While in Kilmainham Parnell had found it abs(

lutely impossible to control in any way the inciti

ments to crime and the wild expenditure of the Ladie

Land League. His sister, Anna Parnell, was at t\

head of this marvellous organisation which she sprea
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