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jiolent Femmes, probably THE most popula c
‘j,,.' are, well . . . hard to define. S

Jtist listen to their four albums. Youwill definitely.ba askd
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ho and what are these guys? Where do they fit in the Spefﬁ.izm :

Li?fNT FEMMES (which went gold last year), they have garnef&ﬁ@u
praise and have gathered a large underground following o

‘sometimes they’re country, sometimes they’re punkish, ot ’
‘ spiritual. And sometimes they play just straight forward rs

The band is propelled by the songwriting and whiney voi&:_
old lead singer, Gordon Gano, the son of a Baptist preacheﬁ(
ranges from songs of teenage angst, spiritual songs and le\J
songs about violence and death. He also writes songs critie;
religion and its sanctimonious hypocrisy. :

Gano’s combination of unique voice and straightforward 1]
band’s sound popular with a devoted legion of followers worlg

The Femmes’ sound also comes from the inspired musiciansh ‘E’%’?\*
bassist Brian Ritchie and 34-year old drummer Victor DeLorenzo:

'ﬁm.ch i

indeed one of the most talented and innovative bass players of all'time". His
frenetic bass leads put him in league with rock bass luminaries Jack Bruce
and John Entwhistle.

Since 1983, the band has released three more albums: 1984°’s HALLOWED
GROUND; 1986’s THE BLIND LEADING THE NAKED ; and (after a layoff that was
almost permanent) 1988’s current 3.

Currently, Gano et al are on a sold-out tour of North America. During their
April visit to Toronto, EXCALIBUR’s Daniel Wolgelerenter had a chance to
chat with Ritchie about the band, and a week later had the opportunity to
talk to Gano about what the Violent Femmes are all about.

Daniel talks to Brian and Gordononp. 6




