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MLS0N-1ÀBY HiULIOH. BE WISE, BE THBim, TORONTO SHOE COMPANYpranSir WilHg« to hasten the Neapolitan 
troops to Totrion as much as possible, in order to 
guard this works surrounding that place, Lord 
Hood having great anxiety upon the subject 
Befoie we introduce Captain Nelson to Lady 
Hamilton, and give him over to the perils of 
that seductive presence, it is worth while not-

in 1788, and ten years of labor and sickness 
had not improved the picture—

“I was a midshipman,” laid his majesty, 
“on board the Barfleur, lying in the Narrows, 
off Staten Island, and had the watch on deck, 
when Cajjitain Nelson, of tie Albemarle. came 
in bis barge alongside, and; appeared to be the 
merest boy of a captain I ever beheld ; his 
dress was worthy of attention ; he had on a 
full-laced uniform r his lank unpowdered hair 
waa tied ih * stiff Hessian tail of an extrahr- • 
dinary lpjgth ; die old-faahioned flaps of hia 
waistcoat added to the general qnaintness of 
hia figure, and produced an appearance which 
particularly attracted my notice, for I had 
never seen anything like it before, nor could I 
imagine who tie waa and what he came about. 
My doubts were, however, removed when 
Lord Hood introduced me to him. There was 
something irresistibly pleasing in hia address 
and conversation, and an enthusiasm when 
speaking on professional subject» that showed 
he was no common being.”

In due time Nelson reached Naples, and de
livered his despatches to Sir William Hamil
ton™ "The deepest tragedies have often the 
quietest possible beginnings. The soldier on 
guard at Elsinore is the , humble prologue to 
thedire catastrophe of tie family of thePflnce 
of Denmark,'* 5 1

“The King sind the court," says one of Nel- 
sont biographers, “were lavish in their praises 
of the English—‘the saviours of Italy,' as they 
were called. The King paid Nelson the most 
marked attention, aad entrusted to him the 
handsomest letter that can be penned, in his 
own hand,’ to Lord Hood, and offered 6000 
troops to assist in the preservation of 
Toulon.”

An account, written nnder Lady Hamil
ton’s eye, of Sir William’s first interview with 
Nelson, furnishes the following statement :

“ Sir William, on returning home, after hia 
first interview with Nelson, told Lady Hamil
ton that he was about to introduce to her a 
little man *ho could not boast of being very 
handsome, but who would become the greatest 
man that England ever produced. T know it 
from the very few words of conversation I 
have already had with him. I pronounce that 
he will dneday astonish the world.’”

Nelson was introduced accordingly. His 
first impression of the beauty is briefly stated 
in a letter to his wife. ■: ,

“Lady Hamilton,” he writes, “has been 
wonderfully kind and good to Josiah (Mrs. 
Nelson’s eon by a former marriage). She ie a 
young woman of amiable manners, and who 
does honor to the station to which ahe is 
raised."

FASHION, FIT, FINISHftaistrem, but he would have spared the world 
much shame, and the woman he professed to 
love infinite degradation, and long and 
unavailing sorrow. She had masters for 
everything. He* knowledge of music was 
intuitive» Receiving instruction in the art. 
she sooh sang to perfection. ’An anecdote told

Ranelagh. the Vauxhall of our fathers. Ex
cited by the scene, and carried away by the 
admiration of those who surrounded her, she 

From the London Timea. insisted upon a public exhibition of her vocal
...w

•Bother contribution to the country’s waste- aimned, remonstrated With the performer 
paper basket. Much as we have heard of the upon the impropriety of her act. He knew 
nation’s darling hero, there still remains not the consummate powers of the actress 
something to be told. Southey, in his short "lth whorithe had to deaL Th*rebuked pen-ass’ÆfspiKS£«ss
Is icolas, in his more voluminous collection of Reader, imagine the tableau, and form your 
the despatches and letters, made due provision own^conclusion. Be sure the sorcerness was 
for the graver requirements of posterity ; but not dismissed; she remained with herprotec-

îr’Ï.T"" “- "“rTSt SSttM.'fcïîïtiS;key that could carry us very far into the re- changed from Lyon to Harfce; for what reason 
cesses of Nelson’s history—hidden retreats, we are not informed.
possessing to many minds attractions not to We are anxious as we proceed to let what 
be found in the more open and dazzling field ^mering of light we can upon this dark and
of hi. glorious public career. For every one ti^Gand^nnoltnat ot aun^ 

who prefers a visit to the state apartments of ray; the shadows fall deep and thick enough 
Windsor Castle, there are a thousand who anon. In the midst of her renewed splendor 

* would willingly desert the magnificent halls the unfortunate woman remembered her 
r to linger for a moment in the quieter rooms 2255? ^on^e* Through life she con-

in,y inhabited by a Queen. That which i.
nearest to us touches us most, and hence it is cated humanity from all but unredeemed dis- 
Bomething more than vulgar curiosity that grace her’conduct otherwise threatened to in- 
renders us so eager to ascertain the domestic upon It. Mrs. Lyon, converted into Mrs. 
movements of the great. Humanity lose. *° ** the Poor woman for
sight of itseff in soaring to the contemplation
of a demigod. It meets itself again, and is Greville, and partook of her child's good for- 
contented and instructed when tracking the tune.
deity upon the earth, and watching hie im- _®uch good fortune, however, seldom abides, 
pulses upon the pathof P»™ion common to.lL

According to our notion., Nelson realized order; though in the case of the former, the 
the ideal of a hero as completely as any wor- French revolution and not the mistress is 
shipped at any time in any land. His piety chargeable with the disaster. In 1789 Mr. 
was of the simplest; his love of countray was Greville reduced hia establishment, called his 
fervent and ««-subjugating; hi, gentleness

equalled only by In. valor; and hw energy, We have stated that Mr. Greville was 
which has perhaps never been rivaled, corres- famous “for his taste in objects of art and 
ponded with the genius that inspired it. vertu.” He had an unde, already named Sir 
Delicate in body, and insignificant in appear- wuliam Hamilton, who was famous in that

*7’ he“* ^atmosphere, SttSj'SrS» 5E£S? 2
e and secured love and devotion that could ac- Naples for the long period of thirty-six years, 

complish any thing, because in his presence He was a distinguished antiquary, remarkable 
they could recognize no difficulty or check, for his taste and appreciation of the fine arts, 
but Nelson was not a complete man. Dazzling F® P098”**1 aleo acaentific acquirements, and 
as washis mora! nature, the bright sun had
still its disfiguring spot. Humility, the essen- the Royal Society and a Vice-President of the 
tial lesson in our passage through time to eter- Society of Antiquaries. He wls also a dis- 
nity, is never so effectually taught as when tinffuished member of the Dillettanti Club, 
the meet mustnous present ‘pelves to the
most abject stained and degraded by pitiable portrait o? him, by Sir Joshua Reynold., one 
sin. It is the blotted page of Nelson’s history of hia intimate friends, may be seen in the Na- 
to which our attention is now chiefly called., tional Gallery. He is known as an author by 
We must take courage and survey hi® works. With the King of Naples he was

Romance has been beaten in itaown domun,
by the surpassingly romantic history of Lady to which the sovereign is well known to have 
Hamilton. Before no other woman, perhaps, been egregiously adducted, 
could Nelson have so completely fallen; upon Now, after such a catalogue of unquestiona- 
no other woman of her time were fascinations ble virtues, on* may fairly be prepared to treat 
of every kind so lavishly bestowed. Her life ft® PotoeaaPr.of t^em with unqualified respect, 
reads like a fable She was the daughter of SSiTA&^AK 

Henry Lyon, or Lyons, a laboring man, living her of every society in the land, and to have 
at Preston, in Lancashire.* He dying whilst your portrait painted, with a title to nothing 
she was still achild, the motherremoved to Ha- but the loathing of your fellows, may be seen
^tLstns!enttreC^roSUPP°»drtedter" Sr‘ÎÜ=d^S feS
self as best shecould. Astobestowing education treas Ji, uncle, the Right Hon. Sir William 
upon her offspring, tp talk of it is absurd. The Hamilton,. K.B. ; and the representative of his 
family belonged to the dragged-up class of the majesty, having completed his bargain with 
community,-and when, by dint of instruction, his nephew, set out for Naples, accompanied 
perseverance and uncommon tact in later ^y Anna Harte and-her mother. 
yearsLady Hamilton contrived to correspond 7'7.fwas‘f0™6 fit for th,e development of
with the most notable people of her day, the this sunnTand'di^olutT^Uh^’w^rat txm^ 
difficulty with which she managed to spell and revelled. The external graces, that are 
correctly testified to the meagreness of her not so slow to adapt themselves to the dullest 
earliest acquisitions. It is presumed she was genius beneath a soft and southern sky, gave 
born in the year 1764. and the first years of voluptousness to a form already perfect, and 
her life after quitting home was spent in or- made still more exuberant a spirit rich to over
dinary servitude. Her first engagement was flowing in its passionate character and marvel- 
as nursery-maid in the family of Mr. Thomas lous resouyçea. All that could heighten lovp- 
of Hawarden, the brother-in-law of Mr. Aider- lineas.of form and give intensity tointêllec- 
man Boydell ; but she afterwards went to tual strength came at the syren’s bidding. In 
London and held the same situation in the the midst of luxury and wealth, she had but to 
house of Dr. Budd, who then resided in Chat- comthand in order to possess. The improve- 
ham Place, Blaekfriaro, and was one ment that took place in the mind and person 
of the physicians of St. Bartholomew’s of this unscrupulous beauty under the tute- 
Hospital. Her fellow-servant here—the house- l»ge; guidance and instruction of Sir William, 
niaia—singularly enough became Mrs. Powell, is said to have been extraordinary. Her sing- 
the celebrated actress of Drury Lane Theatre, ing, we learn, rivalled the performances of the 
Years afterwards, when Lady Hamilton was great musical celebrities of her time, and 
in the meridian of her glory and had won re- when she acted Siddons, could not surpass the 
Down by her achievements and beauty, she grandeur of her style, or O’Neil be more melt- 
visited l)rurv Lane Theatre with her hus- mg in the utterance of deep pathos, 
band, and Mrs. Powell jierformed upon the With a common piece of stuff, 
occasion. The admiration of the house was stated—“She could so arrange and 
divided between the accomplished actress and self, as to offer the most appropriate represen- 
the still more famous visitor. You may search tations of a Jewess, a Roman matron, a Helen, 
the history of domestic servitude vain for a Penelope or Aspasia. No character seemed 
parallel coincidence. foreign to her, and the grace she was in the

Leaving the service of Dr. Budd, Emma habit of displaying under such representations, 
Lyon descended a step or two, and became the excited the admiration of all Who were fortu- 
servant of a dealer in St. James’ market, nate enough to have been present on such oc- 
Here she attracted the attention of a lady of casions. The celebrated shawl dance owes its 
quality, and she was invited to what, for origin to her invention: but it is admitted , to 
want of a better expression, we may call a have been executed by her with a grace and 
“higher sphere. ” With much leisure, in the elegance far surpassing that with which it has 
house of a fashionable lady, wfth an ardent ever been rendered on the stage of any of bur 
temperament, an extraordinary capacity, and theatres.”
a strong will, she took up such books as Prudent and calculating for a moment, the 
fell in her way, and grew into a desiderate adventuress resolved to turn the great gifts of 
novel reader. It is but fair to the nature to'account. The ambassador and his 
memory of Lady Hamilton, who will mistress went back to England in 1791, and 
have but little of our reader’s sympathy upon the^fith day of September in that year,

' after the next dozen lines are read, to state the two were married in St. George’s Church, 
her difficulties and temptations at the outset the ambassador being sixty-two years of age,' 
of her career, and to show how far ciroum- his wife just twenty-seven. The world, after 
stances and society itself were guilty of her all, is not particular. Society welcomed the 
many offenses. The trash of a circulating bride with open arms, and adulation followed 
library was not the only iroison that crept into her steps. There was but one drawback to a 
lier soitL She was already a lovely woman, perfect triumph, but it was serious enough in 
full of energy and animation, endowed with its way. The fastidious court of Queen Char- 
great powers of mimicry, an exquisite ear,and lotte refused to receive the renowned court- 
an incomparable voice. Without education ezan, though she came endorsed with the 
and surrounded by flattery and vice, we must name of the king’s representative. The happy 
not wonder if the servant yielded to solicita- couple returned to Naples with the lamenta
tions against which the well-born and the well tions of fashionable life, which, we are in- 
Liformed are not always proof. formed, “was greatly relieved by Lady Ham-

\V e are told that she first became the mis- ilton’s displays as a singer and an actress,” 
tress of Captain, afterwards Rear-Admiral but with a rebuke in bestowing which it is to 
John Willett Payne, but that she soon de- be regretted that society as well as royalty 
serted this gentleman for the protection of Sir did not have a share.
Harry Featherstonaugh, Bart., of Up Park, Upon the reappearance of Sir William Ham- 
Sussex. The baronet was fond of field sports; ilton at the court of Naples it became a ques 
Emma Lyon, who excelled in whatever she at- tion how far the Queen of that country could 
tempted, took to riding in conse- condescend towards an English lady who had 
que lice, and rendered herself one of beeu refuaedby her own sovereign; but Maria 
lue most remarkable horse-women of Caroline of Naples was far too shçewd a wo- 
the period. Up • Park, however, under man, and much too daring in the . use of her 
der the influence of its new mistress, became a instruments, to suffer a small matter of eti- 
icene of headlong dissipation ; the protector quette to stànd between her and the friend- 
was*soon ruined, and the “protected’ ■ thrown ship of a rare ally. Lady Hamiltorl was not 
upon the world, into which she went dishon- only received at the court of the Queen of 
ored. Friendless and without a home, it was Naples, but to all intents and purposes became 
perhaps creditable to the discarded woman to the prime councillor and chief auviser of the 
earn her livelihood by any houest means that Queen, who having a fool for a husband,herself 
offered. One Dr. Graham was delivering lec- usurped all the authority of an independent 
tures at the time in the Adelphi, upon health sovereign. It is not too much to say that 
end beauty, and Emma Lyon engaged herself these two women, the sister of the unhappy 
bo the^quack as an illustration. Whatever Marie Antoinette, and the nursery maia of 
may haxe been the merit of the lectures, there Dr. Budd, for years wielded the destinies of 

e Could be no doubt resjiecting the form that Naples, and seriously affected the character of 
threw life and light u;xm them. Romney, the the wars that ended with the peace of Europe 

> Royal Academican, pronounced it perfect, and in 1815 when both were dread. No account of 
book it for the subjectif his most celebrated celebrated women can be perfect which shall 
pictures. Hayley, the friend of Cowper, in omit the history of this pair. Both were en- 
nis Life of Romney, tells us that the talents dowed with powers of mind farjbeyond th6 
which nature bestowed upon this person, led 'average of their sex; both exhibited energy 
her to delight “in the two kindred arts of and understanding that inspired them to bold 
music and painting ; in the first she acquired and decisive, if not always laudable, deeds; 
great practical ability ; for the second she had both were as remarkably for their personal 
exquisite taste, and such expressive power as beauty as for their self-reliance, their knowl- 
emld furnish to an historical painter an in- edge of men, and their determination to make 
Spiring model for the various characters, the most of their information. To say that 
either delicate or sublime, that he might have Maria Caroline loved Lady Hamilton is to 
occasion to represent ; ” from which statement misstate a fact; there was no love in the royal 
we may conclude that the intellectual ability composition; but her ungovernable and unay- 
is well as physical beauty of the model, was ing hatred of the French inclined her, no 
appreciated and admired bv Romney. The doubt, in the first instance towards the wife of 
poet was as bewitchdti as the painter^ both the English Ambassador, and the subsequent 
drew inspiration from the subject, and we devotion of the favorite secured an attachment 
have sonnets as well as portraits extant to that is confessed and reiterated through whole 
perpetuate the loveliness tnat drove both mad. pages of a vehement and over-strained 
"\Ve have said above that the existence of pondence.
Lady Hamilton reads like a fable. Every step In the year 1793, two years 
we take leads us further from what we are riage of Lady Hamilton, Nelson being then 
accustomed to regard as real life, and deeper thirty-five years old, was appointed to tne Ag
in to the realms of fiction. We have seen the ynenmon. He had himself married in 1787, 
laborer’s daughter, a poor servant girl, a rich and from that time until 1793 had Resided, 
man's mistress, the painter’s hired model, with his wife, chiefly at Burnham Thorpe, the 
We pursue her history. Whilst acting in the place of his birth. Tn June, 1793, he sailed in 
last named capacity she became acquainted the Agamemnon for the Mediterranean, under 
with Mr. Charles Fiancis Greville. Mr. Lord Hood. It will be remembered that 
Greville was the nephew of Sir William when Lord Hood reached the Mediterranean 
Hamilton, and famous in his generation “for art this juncture of affairs he took hia station 
his taste in objects of art and vertu.” He off Toulon, and opened a negotiation with the 
offered a home to Emma Lyon, and the girl French for the surrender of the town, arsenal, 
accepted it. But he did more ! He attempted forts, &c., to the British forces acting on be- 
to cultivate the wild luxuriance of an tin- half of Louis XVIII. Toulon surrendering, 
doubted genius, and to a certain extent with Nelson was ordered to carry the despatches to 
signal fuccess. Could he have sharpened her the minister at Turin, and afterwards to pro- 
moral perceptions as happily as he improved ceed to Naples with despatches fçr Sir William 
her mental endowments, he might ha>e lost a Hamilton. He was. moreover, urged to
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In another day or two Nelson was on hia 
4V to rejoin the fleet, littlh dreaming of the 
its into which be had Uready entered, find 

plicity of hia grand and noble nature 
acting the poaaibility of ftiHng into 

1 leave an ineffaceable blot

" ■ • Xwa
toils into which he had 
in the aim " 
never suspecting 1
crime that should leave an ineffaceable blot 
upon a character which it was the ambition 
and glory of his life to render worthy of his 
country.

We have beheld Lady Hamilton under many 
aspects. From the date of her introduction to 

presents herself in new and striking 
In Naples, in the midst of politics, 

surrounded by her countrymen who were fight 
ing on the seas for the glory of their native 
land and for the peace of the world. Lady 
Hamilton was no longer ambitious to be re-: 
nowned for accomplishments which she shared 
with the opera-dancer,and for qualities which, 
however dazzling they might be in fash" 
saloons, could add nothing to the powi
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power of a

queen’s adviser and the chosen friends of 
mjghty chiefs. The woman was never below 
the occasion. It was evidently a matter of in
difference to Her whether she .was placed in 
circumstances to dance “the ahawf dance” or 
to contribute to the successful issue of a great 
battle. In either case, her part was performed 
to perfection. Her talents were prodigious ; 
her vanity and self-confidence quite as un
bounded.

The character assumed by the Ambassador’s 
wife at the period Jto Which we refer, was one 
that could not fail to call forth the admiration 
of Nelson, and to win his regard. His magni
ficent egotism was flattered by her devotion to 
his country^ flag, and by the impassioned 
earnestness with which she undertook any 
service conducive to its influence. As we have 
seen, it was only necessary for Lady Hamilton 
to attire herself in a “common piece of stuff,” 
in order to furnish an appropriate repre
sentation of a Jewess or a Koman matron, a 
Penelope or an Aspasia. Her garment now is 
that of Britannia ruling the seas. Miss 
Stewart, in effigy upon our pennypieces, with 
a branch ' in one hand ana a tndent in the 
other, does not more emphatically picture the 
genius of our sea-girt island, than did Lady 
Hamilton represent the tutelary, angel of all 
British sailors commissioned to bring down 
thepride of France, and to uphold the honor 
of England. There was no misunderstanding 
as to the relation. The sailors write to the 
lady upon matters of business, just as Romney 
wrote of her, when he informed his friend that 
the “greatest part of the summer” he would be 
engaged “In painting pictures from the 
divine lady,” to whom ne could give no other 
epithet, “for I think her superior to all 
womankind.” The letters of bluff admirals 
and weather-beaten captains addressed to the 
divinity reveal an appreciation of her merits 
about which there can be no mistake. “I can
not,” writes Captain Ball, “let slip this occa
sion to write a few lines to the best friend 
and patroness of the navy, and to assure you 
and Sir William Hamilton that I shall ever 
retain the most lively sense of your attention.
I have brought upon myself a great deal of 
envy by showing the official order I received 
from you.” Sir Thomas Troubridge, “a pat
tern of professional excellence, of undaunted 
valor, and of patriotic worth,” on one occasion 

L%dy Hamilton that “he begins to think 
she will spoil them all, and then we shall not 
be able to stay out for eight or nine months 
cruising after all this attention.” The great 
St. Vincent himself “sends ten thousand 
most grateful thanks to her ladyship for re
storing the health of pur valuable friend;” is 
sure Y‘that Lady 49t Vincent will be 
transported with your atttention to
her,” and has immediately “ obeyed
her ladyship’s commands respecting Tom 
Bowen, who is now Captain of L’Aguil- 
lon,” and, “should her ladyship have any 
other proteges, ” Earl St. Vincent implores 
that he may not be spared. Mr. Disraeli has 
it that the secret of all success consists in being 
master of your subject. If ever woinan was 
mistress of the art of bringing all men to 
feet, Lady Hamilton is she. The valiant old 
tars who swfept the seas that England might 
sail Empress of them all were helpless chil
dren in her hands.

Five years elapsed between the first ,and 
second meeting of Nelson and Lady Hamil
ton ; but the former had passed a whole life in 
the interim. We saw him quitting Naples in 
1793, after having delivered his^despatches to 
Sir William Hamilton, plain Captain Nelson 
of the Agamemnon. He returned to the 
Neapolitan shores in 1798, with a title to the 
peerage, a famous commander, a proud con
queror, and followed in his course by loud 
and grateful acclamations. _ At Ualvi, in 1784, 
he had conducted the siege, and lost an 
eye. In 1797, crying to. nis men whom 
he led to as desperate an assault'' as ever 
tempted bravely to the jaws of death, “West
minster Abbey or glorious victory !” he cap
tured, as it were, with his own hand, the 
San Josef and San Nicholas at the immortal 
battle of St. Vincent. _ Two months after
wards he parted with his right arm at Tener- 
iff a, and within a twelvemonth again he 
received a wound in the head almost at the 
moment of achieving the splendid and decis
ive victory of the Nile. At this crisis of his 
career, we say, overflowing with honors, wor
shipped.by his fellow-countrymen, laden with 
presents conferred npon him by every poten
tate interested in the peace of Europe, from 
the Russian Emperor to the Grand Signor, 
Nelson for the second time set foot in Naples, 
and saw his future mistress. His recaption 
was a triumph. King and queen gave way to 
him, and the people received him as they are 
apt to-receive those whom their rulers deem 
worthy of enthusiastic welcome.

Lady Hamilton in the meanwhile .had not 
been idle. In her peculiar sphere she had la
bored, so to speak, nsnd-in-hand with the hero 
and contributed not a little to the success of 
his movements, and the consequent splendor 
of bis renown. From the moment she under
took the cause of the British navy, she gave 
her whole soul to the work. Her nature did 
not permit her to leave one stone unturned in 
order to reach her end, and what ^her wiH sug
gested she had art enough to compass. She 
had been but a short time at Naples before it 
was asserted that she had contrived to “de-
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E. B. MORROW, formerly of the Tenth Divi
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OFFICE OVER NO. 3 VICTORIA ST..
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D. PIKE, MANUFACTURER.
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mto Bows Company,
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where any business placed in his office will be 
personally attended to by him and will bo 
promptly executed. •

Landlords Warrants, Chattel Mortgages and 
Book Debts collected. Returns promptly made.

Writs served, judgments bought, money ad
vanced on all kinds of goods stored with him. 
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F. B. MORROW.
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