
TH E C HA PE L BEL
A Ta/e of the Days when Englan7 was Ffarrmed by Pirates.

T s hard to believe that littleI ore than two huîîdred
years ago the toxvns on
our coasts, more especial-
ly ti> the south and West,
tvere flot infrequentlv sur-
prised andI pillageti hy
Mahioniedan pirates from
the Mediterranean. Yie t
it is the fact, as, aniong
otiier annals, those of the

anicienit townl of IPenzance xviii prove. Inl the year
1640 tWO gall'y't, crarnme1 xvith Turkîsh and AI-
germie co(rïairs, swoo1>ed uilon the town during the
night and carried off sixty of the townspeopie into
Sla\ ery.

On the evening before they set thcemselvcs tu
the greater enterprise they paid a visit to the rocky
fastness,ý of St. .Miclîaei's Mount in the manner, ami
withi the consequences, hereinafter dcetaiied.

Tlowvards the close of a briliant autumil day,
Leonora Basset, the onlly daughter of Hugh Basset,
the p)roprietor, was taking leave of her lover, Ger-
vas Bo:,cawen, in ne of the rooms of the castie.
'l'le window of the -low-ceiled apartment looked
down ion the causexvay, which, tw<t hundred feet

bel,îied the Motint to the mnainiand
"I mustit c'e) lbe going, dearest, if I arn flot

to bec cntt off b', the tide," said the young cavalier,
poiningi to the causeway, with the surface cf which
the avswere neariv lappiîng level. "Would that
like vouir cousin Clarence 1 possessetl the privilege
of havingL fno fareweils to nmake. HIappy man is
hie te wl aiways within the rays of se glorious
a sn

It asan age of finle speeches-even anîong
loyers-am the girl was quick to take the point
*orClaýrenice," she murmiured, smiiling up at her

betrothecd, "I trew hc docs not con..iîb-r that there
is mutch happîness in it, iniasmuch as, though near
the suni, it shinethi not for hini."

As\ý she spoke, the door was lgently opened anti
aswýartby\-fcaturet younig tuait lookedl in, regarding

Ille handlsome pair with cvii, ninfrieniifly eyes. Per-
ceiving thiat they had flot noticed bu liec stole ont
agaifi.

"Anid yet, methinks, your father favooircd blis
suit at first," replied Gervase, drawing ou his
gauniitltsý.

"What miabter, if my father's daughter favoured
thic-ad gat'icd her way," Iaughed Leonara light-

y."And naw fare thee wcll, sweetheart, if those
gayý riding bo)ots arc flot tu, be wetted by the tide.
1 shahl watch te see niy Gervase cross the causeway
anI iiunit bis steed ini Marazion yonder, su quit
thee wcIl, niy love, and corne speedily agaiin.,"

While eras Boscawen miakes bis way down
the steep) of thec Mount to seek his horse at Marazion
on Ilhe opoieMainland, anti se ride home ta his
iniansian at G 'irly' n, WC munst fallow 'the dairk yýoung
miait who rtrdso quickly fram the hac-aig
( nce clear oif the donor hc abandoned his selh
gait, aii roingiil along a series of stone -pavedf cor-
ridors, Illd bouhte great hall into the chapel.
Rapidly ' vioiiinting tbe wîncling stair that led ta the
beli-tuILrret he( gaiined the wind-swept cupola and
galzeddonwr at the sea.

Sa near in unrder the precipitous rock as to be
concaledfront the Windows of the caistIe, two,

stIranige craft were gliding lcÎiuey round tbc
mount tordrIs the hamlet that clustcredI at its foot
by Ilhe cauisew\ay. As yeb they were invisible from
thec thireateiled point, but ini a fcw minutes they
would tuirn the angle af the rock and shed con-
sternlation, ailnong thec unlprotected dwellings at the
foot of the Mlounit. For the long, low hulîs, with
thecir lofty praws, single maband double banks
of flashing aars. wcere the unmiii.stakable marks of
Algerinie or Turkish ravers.

-They wvill corne ta land jusb as he sets font on
the cauiseway," mlutteretl Clarence Trcsidder, gang-
Iing the pace of the galicyvs with a critical eyc,
"Fortune favoured in granting mie a sight of themt

0hil aI Kenrick the watchmnan is boe()sinig at the
b)Uttery,-batich. And now for the bell."*

Th Ie place where be stood was a circular plat-
formi ruinig rouind the inside of the cuipola, used
'for aidjusting or repairing the gear which was
worked in the tisual way front below by a rope run-
ninig down the welof tbc turret. By leaning aver
the safeby rail hie rnaniaged to reach the bell wibh
his hand. aInd lie a siart uipward jerk ta detach
the clappler froi its hook. Having thus rendered
thie bell dumb lie tossed the claper through one of
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tue openi slits in the cuotla toi t,î tht' roctks i it'ox',
antI, wvitb thle ont'e îî riir tiiomp hanti gi aîute a t tii t

galîcys, turet and rant do',xn tbc w indting stair.
A monment later he rosheul iiît tilt roni uiîixxbrt

lis cousini I.eoiira xvas itiiî at tht' xxîîl wv xail-
ing te xxavc a letait'nci tii lier h tvtr x',lin lit'
sheould appear an tbc catiscxvay.

"WXC nîost sîioit the gatt's, c'osin, nit setîind
tbc alarni," be exciaimied txcitt'tly. "Th'rt' arc
txxo galcys fulhl ef Levantine scotitdreis iîîakiîîg
for the causexv,î. I saur theni bot noîx froiîi bbe
scuutb ternace. Mhüe i xxas xvalkig, andti hey nîav
roundl inte vie',', ani niý inute. \Vb',, xx'Iat is this,''
starting xxibli ;0ffctt't surprise, "Is Gerx'asc Bos-
cawen departc-d?"'

Pale and treinbliiîg, Ieonora rose, 1b ignorcîl
hîis qtuestn. "*Wîat xxaste tif tuile is this? Why
coule îîrating te me of your pirates?" slîe cried.
"Have N'ounomt lix'eî in St. Michiael's Mounît lonîg
enougb te kntuw that tîîe first dtîty wbeii dangter
bbreatcnu freni tbc sea is te ring tue chapel blîl, se
that the hîcor fisher-ftîik lîelew may fly lîithcr for
safcty ? Ron, if etir xverîs be true, anti iud Keîî-
rîck Pull bis bardcst. Stay, 1 wilI go iiiyseif, for
Gervase is hein'',, anît 1 trust net yen to savc /1111
froni îîerii."

She hurried freîîî tue reoon, foluux't't ly Clar-
en1ce, Wvho biad ulnh aIt> te bide' tht' îîgî' sncer
t1iat cureul hiÎ lips as bt' tbouiglît of thte friiiîiless,;
nt'ss af ber crrand. lier father hîcing abusent.
leenora toek inatters intî ber owii bantds, îrtlcring
bbc bruant Kenrick te basten te tlie bell, anul ii-
structiîîg tbe miale retainers ttî close thec gates as
soon as tht' ftugitives. froiîi bt'ho', slîtîilti have foouît
reftuge. This xxas b', nit iîîeaîs tlie first aharni of
xviich she hiai liaI e«xpt'ýriticte, anti iii fixe mîinuttes
thie ct'uatel xvas rendîtreuliîîreiaie

I Iax'ing sentb t'xeryct' tt Is pes shie r(ttrîîed(
te tue xxinltîxv tii vatcb for cGervast'. wvtnd'riîig
cver' nlliînieit xxlix' bue tcll did net rnîg ont its
tiîîîelv warniiug. Clarence bah sueakt'd hîatk te, the
reuvmîî at lier lîcels. and having îlesîîatt-hed iiiiî te
basten olul Keiniek's lagging stops. she tîpeued tlue
casernlent amui gazeti anxiousiy te the foet of tbc
sýtecp. The fcw straggling- buts Ly in uincouscicuns
secxîniby, bbc tnpwreatbling sintîke beling of bbc even-
iîîg îîîeai; anti the eauseway, çlepply uew witb the
rîsimîg title, was gulihiess of psngr:Gervase
bad ont yet finished bis descent cf bbc Maunt ta
enter tîpon bhiat stage of bis jouriney,

Still tua peal of arigbell rang ont, andi bbc
fair t'heclaine fretted and fuietl alt Ilbc tbetîgbb
that any moment the prows of thc carsýairs îniîgbt
rounîd bbce point, anti these poer seuls blwohei
îîug of tlîcir dne.Even as shic beitt l wbetber
te leave lier vigil ta go and sec, wba w aniss,
oId Keurick burst into bbe roocîn witb bbc wnouxîce
tuent that tic bad pulled bis arris weIllîîigb from
their seekets, 1bt nleyer a seunulif frin bbe bell.

The words of amanzed ailanii that rose te
I.etîutra's lips were nyrsîmokeni, fer at that li-
s;tauit sbe caughit sigbt of beri levecr far bcltw, burîî-
ing, ttî kiss bis bauiid gaiîly frtîin bhecatusc.îy. Amd,
aw\ayh teb left, siutneulthere was a gleamn
cf arbaeas bbe bwa o îk like alîys rusbed
aroutud the poinit, their snîiaîî draigut ahiewiug theni
at this state of the bide ta caine rigbt np te the
rocks. Alinosb befame Gervase reailised tbc sittua-
tionu be xas figbiug witb a score af rtî-girdîctl
ruffians on tbc slippery pabay 0viIe ilbc rest
swarmed ameng tbe butr indl be(gani scrainiing up
bte steep) tebbce castie.

Aýrmet ionly vitli a light ýsword, tbe galiant
yeuth madle sucb gnoti ue cf bis wcapen that tbre
of the revers weiîb doneftîre bis dleadîIy lunges,
and Leonora began ta breathe agin on seigthat
inchu by inch he was flghiting bis, -ay hack te the
rock. But ber eyes wcre fcuissed uipon bbc iiu-
miediate combat and she ,,acte no atllowvance for bbc
pirates who were pillaging bbc bioius ou bbe fringe
of shore. As Gervase sprang clear f bbcth cause-
way, and turned, towards tbc ttpwa.-rd path, a crowd
of the sea-rabbers closed i n uipeu buii froi bebiînd,
and bad bimn on bis back in a tikig

.Front that great heighit wblat passed at bbe fot
of tbc Mount seemed ta be dnce in dumub panto-
mime; but Leonora, sinking ta her knees in prayer,
saw anc gigantic pirate level a pistol at bbc prostrate
figure, and anather, wuo, by bis gestures appeared
to be in autbority, strike it upwards se that it ex-
ploded in the air. Then, before she cauld grasp bbc
full significance of bbc proceeding, and anly tbank-

fol tiia t hier 10vt-r' s i fe liati but-i spa red, 'lie sawx
as onni lii:tan i foot xxith amxsashes,

aînd tosstti lie aî hat- of gootis into ont- of the gai-
leys.

'l'lie rt-st of miat ex't-ning, ave, anti înatv an
cel', t-I c W , passeti iike a tir(tatinl dreani tii
hcoi ira liasset, andîî t la ngh tut' serxing-iinen swore
tIo thbtir uIN ing îiav t bat sh1' bhavt't like a lieroine
in tut- lurîtf anti sutct-ssfill tleft-nc- of the Mount,
shi- li-rsel f avoxx t'tl that sht- rciiieîniit-rc nothing
of it il- nly thirt't i f the fishier-toik îiianag-d te
rt-at-h tue siiiiinnit lutfort- thte gabtes liai te lie shut
i face of the black a-v iseti wretches wliho bond

thieisel x s »Il vini ag1ainIst the fort ifications, antI
t heu, re cogiîising the friiitlessness of tht' atteîupt,

xvtnt nrsng exvî o thte beach again.
To foio', anti attt'nipt a rescu ou nld have heen

ini'tn-. for there xvere bot a tiozeti men in the
Mtonit, andi of tIlie rit'vtrs at least txvo huiiiIreti, armi
e-t tct the tt'eth. Yt it is on rectord tliat xvlîcî thcy
retireti froîni thte xxails, I.eonora ontiered bbe gates
tii b openiet, anti a vtullev to lie fired ifibe the re-
trcating miass. xx iit ttonile l i rte of their nonîiber
iiiix' î t uc s tpe liet' aotiiîg. A nd wlit- n aIl iwas ive r,
sut' stue back te bt'r aparbînerît likt' a pale ghosb,
anti straine i'tber evt's throngli t he gatlitring gloom
afît'r Ille g;tllev whit'l bore Gervase Bost-awen to
a fate xverst' thanl îleatli.

,Xfît-r iliat dark tlavs st-t iii at St. Michael's
M linit. l'îb- invsît'ry, (if tht' tiîagl iteli xvas nleyer
rîghtix cleareti, thitigh l,tttntîra was îîîoved ttî sns-
luicien thiat C'lart'nct ' Trtsitller, hiaving seen the
alpiroaclîing gahlt'Ns. hati remtwetl tht' clapper so
tliab Gervase nîghtlit' takt'i nax'res. But wbt-n
slie et itedtl iis te lier finhler on lus rettnrn, he
tit',', iiit( a vioent rage, ani suvore that it was only
a ltilked girl's fane',. rlg assett had evt'r
favotirt't the suit of Clarenlt'e ini preft'rtnct' ta that
tif ('ervasc Bosi awt'n, lixing infliience'd Iw the con-
si(l'ratiolî of certaini niortgages belti lw bis nephew
oîî tut' iVbont.

Ili fat-t of the te'rrile bavtit wrooight b', the
t'irsairs at Pt'nzance otî the nighit after their t'all
ait St. M ichat'l's, aîîd tif the greaber calanîty tof
si xte vourog meni anti niaitiens carricti into slavery,
Ixoe ii tra 's triulie soîtîî fatletl i ut i nsi gi ifican ce, and
sh' bat iont ont' to share it' with lier 'but Gerviise's
xvitltnxd inother at Gurlyn. Bot evenl synîpa)ýthy
Was sooti to lit theniel ttî ber, for, thrtîwiug off
ai tiisguise, lier fathen scizedth bb opporbonity ta
encourage Clarence te renew bis suit. and he. noth-
inig leth, warmtly bcg:iî ttî play the lever. On the
girl eus n te show him anytbing but cantempt,
li po presstru cii llugbi Bassett tii forbid further
itcircoorse ',ith the lreedlady at Gtirlyn, and
al regueilar oytn f tyraniny was inugurated.

At the end of twîîo dreary yeansý, Leoxîcra,
stanneili as ever toe bcniîiory of ber lest love,
and as firi in ber rt'sistance, xvas Sunîîntîined anc
day to ber fathcr's t'linbtr, anti foîti bini î>ac-
iug tu and fro iii evitlent agitatioîn. Hie bah only
returned framl b,1ono on the previous night, anti
she bad tiot se hiiî since bis arrivaI. Ileartless
as be bad sbown bimisclf tewards ber. she coiîld
net lIc shecked at Ilis baggard looks and trembling

"Mv tlaugbter, yen bave wibbisteod mny cam-
manýiifs fer these twe years pasb: it remains te be
sceîi1 wbeîber voit will wibbstanld my entreaties,"
he, be-gan. "I imîphore yen on my knees if yen
will-to wed vour cousin Clarence, and sa save me
fri muin ini my oid age."

"Yen have been dicing again iii London, father?"
saiti benaora sadly.

"A' ye, and lest nmure than 1 could pay wcre St.
Micbaiel's ever se frce frein encuiiihrance," was tbe

nwe."lb camles te this-tbat Clarence ahane eau
le. eIut will tily tdo su on bis own ternis. You

know wblat they are."
"Yon bave bath taken care that I should nt

forget theni, ever silice Gervase was last to me,"
replied Leonora bitteriy. "Father," she went on in
a seftcr banc, "I weuilàdo tl ei e is tbiug for yen,
if it were net that 1 ani Perstîaded that Gervase 'will
eue day rcbnrn. lb is becanse I bave felt s0 assured
of this that I bave not grieved as other wamnen
nmigbt,' with bears and wailings, but bave beld my-
self fer bim, waiting for the glad day when I shaîl
see bis dear face again."

Any finer suseiptibilities whicb Hugh Basset may
once bave bad, biad long sincie been blunbed by
prodigal living auîd consequent difficulties. The
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