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Main Street of Saskatoon, where the Saskatchewan Sangerfest was h.eld.

tr'y, even into the Yukon. As an item in the art-
developmient of a new country it is entitled to, some
respect. Canada as a piano-manufacturing country
stands bigb. There are no more than tbree or four'
foreign makes a bit better than the best made in
Canada; whicb include baîf a dozen wellrknown
standard makes.

An interesting feature of music development in
Toronto is the recent movemnent- of music bouses to
the main retail thoroughifare. A few years ago flot
a piano conld be bought on Yonge Street. Then
Gonriay, Winter & Leeming went in near the Eaton
store. The R. S. Williams Co., wbose factory is in
Oshawa, moved in a few blocks lower dlown. The
Bell firm, with factory in Guelph and head ware-
rooms in Toronto, got in almost opposite. Tbe
Gerhard-Hleintzman firm for some years occupied
large premises below that again; till a few montbs
ago tbey moved out to their palatial premises on
Queen Street opposite the City Hall wbere they
have one of the most modemn and best equipped
piano palaces in America. Still more recently the
old Heintzman firin bave begun to vacate their old
quarters on King Street West. Having bougbt a
seven-storey building from a large retail fIrm on
Yonge Street above Queen, they are now engaged
in refitting it tbrougbout for a grand salon, coin-
bination offices and warerooms, concert hall and
recital halls. To cap the climax along comne the
Mason & Riscb Company, wbo for these many years
have donc business ini the old stand on King Street.
Tbey bave bought a lot on the west sîde of Yonge
Street and bave now complete plans drawn up for
a miost beautiful and comnplete six-storey building
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also make a specialty of smnalier pipe organis of very
exceptionally good quality.

On the practicai art side we are doing very well.
Complaint is sometimes made that Canada is rather
iaggard on tbe side of musical composition. At the
recent music tourney it was decided that flot a single
amateur of ail the scores wbo competed had sent in
anything wortby of being considered. This was
seriousiy disputed by some of the contestants and
their f riends who bappened to know somne of the
very good work that had been done. Of. profes-
sional composers we have no particular lack; except
thatý so far most of our professional people have
been too busy making money ont of teaching and
performing to bother with composition. We bave
bad a large turn-out of varions sorts of work for.
solo voîce and chorus, for piano and for violin, for
organi and for band, for string quartette and for
orchestra, A good bit of this bas been tommyrot.
Much of it bas been very good. We have sinned
most grievously in the niatter of national antheins;
of which we have had scores, mostly "punk," and
a few good orles; one unsurpassable-"O Canada,"
by the late Iamented Calixta Lavallee of regrettable
memory, for had~ he lived what might we not have
got ! Still there is hope. We may yet have a
Canadian sympbony and a Canadian grand opera.

We have the thenies. Ail we lack is the composers.
They will corne-n due course. We are yet too
close to the clank of the box car and the cough of
the steam shovel.

Take our brass bands. Here we are in a parouý
condition. Years ago we had some particularly
good bands in Canada. We have yet two or threc
worthy to stand up before a critical public. Buti
if there is one in Toronto-we have not been listen-
ing of late. What is the matter with our bands
Deponent saitb flot. There bas been a decadence,
We need a band revival. We need as good bandc,
in Canada as the best in the United States-arc
as near as possible to the great military bands fron
across the water.

As to orchestras. Most of our regular theatr(
orchestras are decisively bad. In Toronto thiere i5
only one good orchestra-out of eight; and that iù
in a vaudeville bouse. Ail the others are awaý
below par; and yet they play to tbonsands upor-
thonisands of people every year and no one seernw
to object. In Mntreal there is improvement. Therý
part of the symphony orchestra under 'Prof. Gouile
put up a really fine programime of music every nighl
at the Academie Francaise. Even in Ottawa ther<
are a couple of decent theatre orchestras; and ir
Winnipeg and Vancouver-surely as good as mosi
in Toronto.

In sympbony orchestras, we have done vast3
better. We bave four-some playing up to the toi
notcb of amateurism,' and some of themn mucb be
yond, well up indeed into the big touring orchestr,
ciass. The best and biggest of these is in Toronto
organised four years ago out of the condition!
created by the indefatigable Dr. Torrington, th<
real father of both orchestral and choral music il
Toronto. ,That is the Toronto Symphony unide:
Mr. Frank Weisman, who as a pianist and a con
ductor bas no equal in Canada; one of the real con
structive musicians wbose bal-d bas done a greateý
and a higber average of master works than an,
other two orchestras in Canada and in the nea
future wiil be on a par wîtb some of the very bes
,bands in'America. Mr. Donald Heins in Ottaw;
bas developed a band of amateur players who bav,
r'un away with two or tbree Governor-General'
awards. In Montreal Prof. Goulet bas an orchestri
that ranks second only to the Toronto Symphony
In Quebec CÎty there is an excellent symiphon,
orchestra. In Winnipeg and in Vancouver as ye
none. Time wiil tell.

THE SASKATCHEWAN SANGERFESI
By ISABEL C. ARMSTRONG

NOT content witb growng "No. i Hard" and
seeing towns and cities spring np as if by
magic on the prairies, the people of the
provinces of Saskcatchewan and Alberta

are also intent upon cultivating an appreciation of
the fine arts and developing latent talent. In the
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