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Reelothing the Prairies With Trees
By Archibald Mitchell, Western Represeniative of the Canadian Foresir» Association.

.Would the Prairie ever naturally be-
carne covereti with trees? Yes, without
any doubt; and there is abundance of
evidence ta show that the process is going
on before our very eyes.

When white men first came ta the wes-
terri Plains, practicaiiy the whoie of Wes-
tern and Southern' Manitoba was open
Prairie and so, was Southeast Saskatche-
wan. There are stili plenty af people
living wha will tell you that west af Bran-
don, farty years aga, except for the river
bottoins andi the coulees there were no~
trees an the Prairie. Now you have ta
Caine Cl.ear west ta Pilot Butte ten miles
east of Regina, a distance of saine two
hundreti miles, befare yau are aut of the
bluff, country.

This suinier we met Mr. H. J. Mober-
le>,, thse well-knawn aid Hudson Bay
Pioneer. wha tolti us that sixty years ago
You hati anly ta go a few miles south of
Edmnonton and Fort-a-la-Carne before you
struck the open prairie. Now you go
'luth near>, 170 miles before yo see the
last af thse native bush. Twenty years ago.
the first bushes as yau drove north from
Calgar>,, were met between Carstairs and
Did,ýurY- Now you find thein twenty
rniles further south.

Indeeti, in ail the country mentioned,
You have oni>, ta look at the trees ta see
how ver>, modern mast of the bush is.

Trei7es run fromt about twenty ta fort>,
Years old and tise sialier stuil, the brush,
froin that clown.

iuih.r Spreading South.
Ail ftlong thse northern fringe of thePrairie there bas been a notable spreati

SOuthward of the niative bush 'in thse last
lwelve Or thirteen years, a spread in

snecases of close ta 100 miles. Not
that this country has become total>, C01
ereti witls bush for it has not, but tihe
native trees are now founti on very man>,
of the fain as far south as the lime indi-
catr.

A Naseby, Saskatchewan, farmer who Pianted a shelter beit and nowreaps his profite In a flourfshlng vegetabie garden.

The "Why" of Rare Prairies.

Why is it? What has taken place so,
markedly in these recent years that cauld
have an>, bearing on thse matter? A
more generous supp>, of main has always
been given as the reason for tise North
and East being tree covered and thse
Souths anti West, bare, but in the last few
years the whole country bas been drier
than ever before. Thse onl>, meal difference
has been in the presence of the people
living on the Prairie, and that is where
we finti the answer ta thse question. Aftem
they came, thse fires were promptl>, put
tiown anti an>, littie tree or patch of trees
that showeti any indication of mearing its
heati above the grass, was alloweti ta do
so, anti did not get burneti off as hA al-
ways happeneti bef are. Fire is the "Why"
of the Prairie and theme is littie reason ta
tioubt that practical>, its whole expanse
might have been entimel>, covereti with
trees long ago but for the fires that were
starteti by lightning anti the Indians, andi
alloweti ta run uncheeketi except froin
maturai causes before thse coming of thse
white man.-

'Mse spmeacl of the forest Praimie-wartis
is a slow, a very slow, process that de-
pends on a rather rare triple conibination
of circurnstances. The forest is morth
and east of thse Prairie and as the pre-
vsiiing winds are west andi soutis west,

Atit ta this the fact that poplar seed
]Oses its vitality very quickly aftem it is
shedi unless it soon reaches moist soul, and
that the normai condition of the surface of
the Prairie grounti is dry, anti it wiii be
seen that a very unusual triple combina-
tion 'of cimcumstances must be set up be-
fore trees can spread on ta the Prairie.
Thse prevaiiing winds must switch prac-
ticaliy right round at the exact time the
seeti is blowing, anti there must be a perioti
of main either just before or after, for the
soi1 ta be in the right condition for ger-
mination ta take place. A very unusual
combination of happenings, but which
tiocs tievelop sometimes, anti so we have
-the forest rapiil>, as natural processes go,
ovemtaking the prairie.

A very sinaîl proportion of tise seeti
ever gives risc ta sectfings anti thse littie
forcit ativance post rarely cansists of more
than a single tmee at f1it. But thse bots
soon spreadi anti senti up suckems anti bW
fore many years there ià a dense mass of
Young trees which may in time become the
neucleus of furtiser seeti spreati.

Thse bordlers of sloughs are favorite
starting places, but you neyer sec thse
suckers spreati towartis the water. ise>,
are aiways away from it anti towards the
dry landi. And it muat not be untierstood
that siaugis bordiers are the only starting
places for they are often out on thse dry
landi with flot a siaugis for miles.

At thse extreme wcst of thse Prairie,
close to the mountains, tmee-spreati bas
been imucis slower than anywhere Cisc,
anti tise cause is not far ta scek. There
is pient>, of poplar in thse foot his ta Pro-
duce the seti anti there is usual>, plenty
of winti to carry it anti in thse ight direc-
tion too, but ramn rarely cornes froin thse
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