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T HE important cansiderations whenselecting furniture are its comfort,
durability and beauty. The first

of these we cannat weii sacrifice for
any gain in the other two, but it will
often bc found that when comfort and
durability have been considered, beauty
bas corne of itself. The simple lines
fliat tend to greatest ease rareiy failtot
be pieasing, and at least sufficient dura-
bility to make a thing suitable for the
purpose for wbich it 'was intended is
necessary before it can be beautiful.

We are sometimes tempted to forget
this greatest cansideraion of comfort or
apprapriateness, but if we are distrust-
fui of our own good taste in furnishing
an attractive home we will 6ind it one
of the greatest safeguards against in-
cangruity. We are inclined to appiy it
oniy to a few easy chairs and couches
and forget that it should be a cunsidera-
tion in each piece of furniture that we
buy. Our tables, sideboards, cabinets
or dressers each minister ta aur comfort
in their own way, and the designs that
do this most successfuliy wiil usuaiiy
bc found mast pleasing and attractive
ini aur homes.

To be durable, furuiture must be weii
made, with careful attention toalal the
minor detaîls, and the material must be
of the best in ail respects except those
that affect its beauty only. Durabiiity
is a source of econamny, thuugh the in-
itiàl cast of a weil made piece of furni-
ture -may bc greater. Good warkmanship
and good material are necessarily ex-
pensive, but it does nat follow that the
mast costly furniture is always the most
durable.

Some woods are expensive because
the supply is more limited, others be-
cause of beauty in grain and colr-or
again the greater cast may be due ta
arnament that at the best is a douut fui
improvement.

IMahogany and iCaucasian walnut are
bath beautiful woods and bath expens-
ive. The best oak is to be had at
smailer cust, followed by maple and
birch, and flnally the best grades of
ash, The mast satisfactary mahogany
is soiid but some very beautiful pieces
are veneered. The brighter clors in
tbis woad are to be avoided. Oak is
not aiways beautiful, the bcst bei'igde-
cidediy the most expensive. Prka
the best taries are ta be obtained in the

COLONIAL HIGH-auv

fumed oak, an attractive nutty brown
that is not brought about by staining
so dotes nat change or wear off. ýGaod
effects in weathered oak are flot ta
certain though same of it is ver>' satis-
factor>',

Gýod upholstered furniture is very ex.-
pensive and the poarer qualiies camiot
dlaim much durabilit>'. This depends
flot oniy on the covering but also an the
sprîngs and the material used for the
stuffing, and it is impossible ta iudge of
the quality of these, the only safeguard
being ta buy from a reliable firm.

The heauty of furnture is dependant

un goud lunes and PruPOrtianls--olor
and the material used. 0f these fineand proportion are the mast important
and gaad examples may bc faund intbe less expensive as well as the costiy
furniture. A cabinet matie from 'a
good grade of ash witb simple pleasing
lines and good proportions is infiniteiy
more pleasîug than une Of eostiy mahog-
any that faits in these respects. It is
this that gives its charm to colonial
furniture. Simple, even ta severity, as
some of the pieces were they have a

charm many af aur elaborate modernfdesigus lack. It would bec ifcutt
fln a orePieasing, and simple designithan that of the ad Calonial "high-.boy" in the illustration. The perfectly

straigbt lines are only varied by thecurving of the base and the gracefullyturned legs while the varymng Measuresare so carefuily proportianed that they
do not obtrude in any way arid we feelits beauty without staPPÎng ta questionwhy. The Heppelwhite sideboard iscqually pleasing in its simplicity andgrace. Either of these would bc ex-quisite in nahagany or wainut but wouldstill be beautiful if made of the most
urdinary Wood.

Color is also an important considera..
tian. The crude taries should bcavoided-the brighter red in n'ahogany,yellaw in oak, and the reds in birch.In ail cases guard against a high polish.!f the piece of furniture is satisfactoryin every other way it is usuaily pus-
sible ta have the polish rubbed down inthe sbops. N othîng is warse than amixture of Woods in a room. If pos-sible have the woadwork and the variauspieces Of furmiture of the same wood,but if this resuit cannot be obtainedhave themn at ieast harmonize in colar.By the use of stains the various oaksmay becinade to harmoniz-and eitherstained birch or dark oaak lnay be usedwith mahogany,

Ornament should bc used sparingly.The best pîeces of furniture have verylittie, and frequently nane at ail. Handcarving and inlaid work cari bc usedan.ly on band made furniture and theprices are exceedingiy high. Imitations
of these are flot toi be considered-it..ît smurh wiser ta put one's money into thebeautiful Wood than Poor arnamient.

Very littie of the furniture that isdesigned to-day can compare with theChippendale, }Ieppelwhite or Sheraton
models-but reproductions of neariy alof these maY bc had now, though ifweli made they are necessariîy expen-
sive. But the simple colonial types canbe reproduced at a snuch smailer castand are more beautiful than most ofaur modern designs. Occasionally ahome is found with some piece of aidfurniture stored away in the attic more
bauing an an>' that appears in thedaigroom; and now and then a real

tresur sta bc Picked up at somne
country auction sale for very smnall cost.But this bappens much less frequentl>'
than a few years ago, as we are ail be-ginning ta realize the beaut>' of aur aid
furnîture made when dignity and sim-
plicit>' of design were the riite and flot
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