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We offer a cordial greeting to our new U. S. Consul-General in

Montreal. We are already, by instinct, old friends, as we think we
have beard bis name before; and we further congratulate the States
on the bornage shown to literature, in the nomination of such men as ca
Jamnes Russel Lowell and Bayard Taylor to the Ministerships 'at foi
Madrid and Berlin respectively. gr

ch
The city of Montreal is fast passing into the bands of the rowdies. th

It is scarcely a matter for wonder. Rowdyism bas ruled in the Pro- b
vincial Parliament-in this city's Corporation, very often in the Press, is
and now it is taking possession of the streets. For peaceable citizens fo
to attend a concert involves danger to life and limb. The crack of a of
revolver is quite ordinary-to beat a man wîthin an inch of his life a tr;
thing of constant occurrence. This began on the i 2th July last,ý xas sa
baptized, biessed and made safe by the action of the famous Grand of
jury. It is coming to this-the citizens must take measures to protect th
tbemselves, if the authorities will not protect them. tr

__________________________ca

The prospects and promises of peace are fast crystallising into

assumed facts. We have steadily held to the opinion that England ai

would not go to war, in spite of the roaring Tory press at borne, and in

the absurd articles of the Tory press here-which revealed nothing but ni

an almost completeignorance of the whole question-and the vapour- n<

ings of some lecturers who can find only fault in Russia and seem to w

bie greatly in love witb the Turk-on account of his faith it mnay be. tc
From first to last-if the last has come-Engiand bas had no just ai

occasion for war. H-er interests have neyer been so much as threatened. P
We do flot profess to greatly admire Russia; but we hiate the Turkish ti
Empire so thoroughly-we loathe its foulness so deeply, that we give s1
God tbanks that by any means the one is broken up and the other fi
moved out of Europe. The Turk has been a long standing curse to d

the wbole continent, and ail good men and true should rejoice in the b
issue of the war. Russia has reduced bier dlaimns and brouglit them c
well within the range of the possible. In demanding a war indemnity a

English bondholders will not be interfered with. As to' Russian c

acquisition of territory, there is nothing in the demands to create S
alarm. Batoum, Kars, Ardahan and the district of Byazid are to lie
ceded ; the question of the Straits is reserved for furtber consideration
the river Danube will be open to navigation as before. So no British c
interest is put at risk as to territory. A zone will be left between t
Montenegro and Servia to enable the Porte to maintain communication E
between Bosnia and the Herzegovina; while Bulgaria, including r

Bourgas, Varna and Kustendje, but not Salonica nor Adrianople, will

lie a. free state, ruicd by a prince chosen from none of the reigning
European families. Wliere is the cause for war in all this? Wili the

Montreal Gazette and others of the kind tell us now wbat was the

interest on behaif of which they 50 bravely demanded war witli Russia.

Does tlie Phare de Bosphore really speak truthfuiiy when it assures
us that "The Russian Cabinet bas bad a sum of i,8o,ooo roubles

placed at its disposai by the Government for the bribery of European
newspapers ?" IlRussia bas in ber service about 79 papers: 16 in
France; 28 in Germany: 7 in Bohemia; 14 in Austria; and last, but
not least, 14 if Engiand." We should like to see an authentic iist of
the latter.______________

Amongst our brethren in the United States, (will they lience-
forth be known as the Argentine Republic %) notwitbstandifg the
clasli of arms on Mr. Bland's blli, tbey find breathing space ta annoufice
that Ilmembers of Congress wbo voted for the bill will be deliglited to
learn that arrangements have been made at the mints for the immediate
coinage of silver dollars, so that there may bie a suppiy of the coveted
.and patriotic coin 'With which ta pay their salaries." Ail this being
settled, we trust ta their entire satisfaction, it is proposed now, ini the
same Congress, ta substitute by an amendment ta the constitution, a
triple for a single national executive; or in other words, ta excbange
the President for an executive board. This plural executive is nat a
ýnew proposition. One of the ablest of America's statesmen, John C.
Caîhoun, advocated a dual executive with ahl the ingenuity of lis
powerful intellect. Even from him it was regarded as impracticable,
and the proposition soon ceased ta bie discussed. We fancy the
triumvirate as praposed by Mr. Southard, of Ohio, is not likely ta meet
a mucli better fate.

The Presbyterianism af Scotland is still in great trouble. Mr.
Fergus Ferguson carnies on bis case with veritable Scotch pertinacity.
He lias impeaclied the Standards, denied. the Scripturalness of same
portions of the Confession, and generally put Orthadoxy in peril. Mr.
Ferguson is scarcely in tlie first rank of theologians, judging from the
pamphlet lie lias issued cantaining a statement of bis views and a
vindicatian of bis position ; but lie lias abulity, and is an bonest and
eàrnest man. Two great qualities are those, and will help him. WlieI
Mr. Ferguson is disposed of other cases will follow. Sa it wilI go on-
and the end is flot yet

ECCLESIASTICAL FINANCE.

There is, of course, a side of church life which is beyond ail î
[culation and ail figures. Aritlimetic can have nothing to do with it,
rit is moral and spiritual, as inward thought and sentiment produciflg
eat and good conduct. That is the root, idea and first work of ail,
urches. It is true that men often attempt to bring calculations intO
at region, making count of converts, &c., but they blunder and s1ft-

so, doing. Life cannot be valued and set down in figures; conduct-
flot a thing for the market. The action of a Church must be twO-
Id ; first, on its 0w nmemnbers, to deepen and broaden their thought'
God ; to quicken their affection for truth and absolute justice, and fo'

ain them in the xway of thinking right and doing right for God'sý
ke and their own ; and then, through their means, on others outside
themselves ; a work for the drunkard, and beggar, and thief---ýfOr

.e proud, and the lustful, and the morally blind. The greater and
uer the piety of the Church, the greater and truer will be its zeal in'
rrying on operations outside.

The inside and the outside work te, be done involve organizati0fl;
~id organization means business of the kind men carry on every day'
the office and warehouse. And as a rule that of the Churches is

.ost loosely conducted. The clergy are popularly supposed to krioW
othing about it (as a rule that popular supposition is correct), and mrefi,
ho in their own private concerns are discreet and careful enough seenfi.

forget most of their discretion and care when they handie the
ffairs of a Church. 0f course they have a large faith in a kifld
rovidence, and that mnust count for something. They believe that
ie Church, as to its organization and administration, is under the
upreme. control of heaven, and they hardly care to deal overrquch inl >
gures when such is the case. But ail their faith notwithstandingW
o protest that the business of a Church should be conducted on sound
usiness principles. Ecclesiastical speculation in the matter of bui1dineg *

hurches, &c., is just as bad as any other kind ot'speculation. Ecclesi-
stical debt is just as unwarrantablc as any other kind of debt, ~
hurchcs have no 'more right to incur responsibilities for those 'Who.

hall follow them, than parents have the right to build big houses and
eave a heavy mortgage for the sons to pay.

Montreal at this present affords a good, or bad, illustration of the' ;
uarrent notion of business as to ecclesiastical matters. We have a Pro- .

estant population numnbering about fifty thousand. To an unusual.
legree they are church-gocrs, say to the amount of two-thirds, or if
ound numbers 27,000. It is ge nerally computed that one haîf of the
)rdinary church-goers can attend at one time. Say 14,000 in Montreal'
,nay be looked for at service time. By reference to the directory it Will
e) seen that more than fifty places of worship are thrown open for that
burteen thousand worshippers, or about 300 for each churcb, if equallY

divided. Some of the churches are large, speaking now of the buildings'
some are small, while the majority of them will seat more than twice
the number they can dlaim, if it should come to equalisation. Corne tO
that it cannot, and so many are but meagrely filled.

Church debts abound. The majority of the buildings have to bear
the depressîng, and dîsheartening, burden of a heavy mortgage. A
great misfortune as wve think, for it means a constant drain upon the
current income, an anxious treasurer, and a still more anxious minister.
The one panacea.is a wvell-filled churcb, good collections, and a people q
able and willing to bear the constant strain the treasurer is compelled
to put upon them. But to get the weli-filled church, that is the diffi-
culty. Extraordinary pulpit ability is hardly equal to, it, for the corn-
munity is smali, leaving but little surplus population to draw upofl.
The good fortune of ane is the misfortune of some others. What then? I
Why the practice of what in business is called iltouting." The minister
bas ta see to it that the members of bis flock do flot wander to other
churches. If a stranger should appear hie mnust make the very earliest
caîl upon him to extend a welcome and create an interest. That
stranger finds himself lifted into some importance. A place lias beel'
waiting for him, a large circie of people quite ready to love him, and
bless him if-he will only take a pew. Is lie fond of social 1ife~ ? le is
invited out every night for a montb. The doctrines of the churcli are
quite unexceptionable, and, the pews comfortable. A family coflning
ta Montreal may well be pitied-for that family, if known ta be
churcli-going, Mi11 be almost wrangled over. It would be quite easy tO
give exampies of personal appeals being made, even letters of entreatY
written.

What harm? Not any, if a churcli is simply an institution wlich
must pay its way-if beads are to be counted, and sucli like thinl
But, if a churcli is to be the living centre of lofty work-if the miflistll
is ta be an honourable and lioly thing-if the minister is t, lie the head
of an organization for doing Christ's work-then great barm, beCaLse
great indignity and great shame. Tlie man who lias to keep lis peWvs
filled by sucli methods is flot free at all-but a shame to, memiefs
and the exchequer. He Must not only preacli ta please, but must vis"t
ta please.' And the people who do suc l "touting > are not a greait
people gt ail, but a mean littie people, capable of doing any mean lîttlc.
thing-but flot capable of doing anytbing very great or very g0d'


