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ciples of lay remain unchanged, yet (and it is one of the
advantages of the common law) their application is to be
“hanged with the changing circumstances of the times.”

Mr. Justice Stephen, on the other hand, quotes Black-
Stone (Com, 2 £d. IV, 43) as exhibiting the present con-
(iltion of the law: « Doubtless the preservation of chris-
tianity a5 , national religion is, abstracted from the intrinsic
truth, of the utmost consequence to the civil state, which a
Single instance wil] sufficiently demonstrate. The belief in
2 future state of rewards and punishments, the entertaining
Just ideas of the mopra] attributes of the Supreme Being, and
3 firm Persuasion that He superintends and will finally
Compensate €very action in human life (all which are clearly
Tevealed ip the doctrines and forcibly inculcated in the pre-
€epts of our Saviour Christ), these are the grand founda-
tions of all judicial oaths which call God to witness the
tr. Uth of those facts which perhaps may be only known to
"M and the party attesting. All moral evidence, therefore,
all confidence in human veracity, must be weakened by ir-
religion and overborne by infidelity. Wherefore all affronts
to Christianity, or endeavors to depreciate its efficacy, are

“Serving of human punishment.”

We will NOW set out the statutes and decisions and leave
/0“1' readers to judge as between these judges.

The statyte of 29 Car. IL, c. 2, s. 9, provided that « her~‘
esy » should po longer be an offence punishable by the
Secular law, but should be only subject to ecclesiastical cor-
fection « 4, salute amime”; and concludes as follows:
‘ NOthing in this Act shall extend or be construed to take
away or abridge the jurisdiction of protestant archbishops
or bishopS, Or any other judges of any ecclesiastical courts
N cases of atheism, blasphemy, heresy, or schism, and other
damnable doctrines and opinions.”

The Act 9 and 10 Wm. III, c. 32, is still in force except
35 0 the doctrine of the Trinity. It is entitled “ An Act
for the more effectya} suppressing of blasphemy and pro-

f; .
Aneness,” and is as follows :—




