n

"

‘supporters.of the Oratory ; consisting of the futhers

veh.

« Gtand pe in the waps, and see, and ask for the OB Paths,

where is the good way, unhfmalk therein and pe shall fin

d rest for pour souls.”—JEREMIAH. vi. 16.
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author of  Vanity Fair,” and Mr. Doyle, the eminent
caricaturist in * Punch.”  Among the “fathers of the
Oratory' sat next to the altar Mr. Faber, Bishop
Wiseman, &c., &c. The enterance of another, too,
just before Mr. Mewman came, caused some sensa-
tion—1I allude to Mr. Henry Wilberforce, who came
in through the side dvor by which the priest, lecturers,
and friends are privileged to enter the Oratory.
Those who have seen the portrait of Mr. Newman
do not require to haye any written description of his
features and personal appesrance. In general, the
| aspect of the outer mun seems: very like an embodied

Poctrn.

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
From Keble's “*Chvistian Year.™

—_—

| Ttis the man of God, who was disobedient unto the word of the |
| Lord.—1 Kings xiii. 26.

&ophet of God, arise and take
ith thee the words of wrath divine,
The scourge of Heaven, to shake
©O'er yon apostate shrine.

‘Where Angels down the lucid stair
Came hovering to our sainted siresy
Wow, in the twilight, glare
The heathen’s wizard fires.

' Go, with thy voice the altar rend; | illustration of a Romanizing article in “ The British
! Scatter the ashes, be the arm,

Critic” some ten years ago. His face is thoughtful,
| cold, acute, somewhat rigid, and almost repulsive in
its nasel expression ; but touched now and then with
lights and shades of religious meaning which redeem
it from what would otherwise be by no means an at-
tractive countenance. Mr. Newman reads his lecture :
his deliveryis simple, earnest, untheatrical, and devoid

That idols would befriend,
Shrunk at thy withering charm.

Then tarn thee. for thy time is short,
But trace not o’er the former way,
Lest idol pleasures court
Thy heedless soul astray.

Thou know'st how hard to hurry py,
Where on the lonely woodland road
Beneath the moonlight sky

The festal warblings flow'd ; wf impassioped gesture or exciting declam tion, ~His
~ ‘Where maidens to voice, 100y s not only agreeable, ut at times artisti-

e Queen of Heayen .
Wove the gay dance round ¢ »&t‘u' '
b gt < g

> | cally intoned with a touching pathos and spiritual
In hymps as soft as balm.

melancholy, such as emotional women delight to hear.
Doubtless, a great deal of this was artificially put on
by Mr. Newman; but the assumption is beginning to
be incorporated with the real man, and will soon be-
come a vital part of his oratorical representations.
The lecture for the evening was designed to grapple
with the popular objection raised by Anglicans against
the system of Romanism on account of the striking

Or thee, perchance, & darker spell
Enthralls; the smooth stones of the fleod*
By mountain grot or fell,
Pollute with infant’s blood;

The giant altar on the rock,

The cavern whence the timbril's call -
Affrights the wandering flock ;—
Thou long’st to search them all.

Trust not the dangerous path again—
«Q forward step and lingering will 1
O loved and warn'd in vain !
And wilt thou perish still ¥

‘Thy message given, thine home in sight
To the forbidden feast return ¥

Yield to the false delight

Thy better soul could spurn?

Alas, my brother! round thy tomb

n sorrow kneeling, and in fear,
We read the pastor’s doom
Who speaks and will not hear.

Rome must be bad, because the social state of the peo-
ple is debased wherever that system is nationalized
acd prevails; while, ou the other hand, wherever the
tenets of Protestantism are received, all the blessings.
comforts, privileges, and advantages of civil and social
elevation, are abundantly realized. But how, after
being thus allowed to state and answer the supposed
objection of his Ptotestant opponents, did Mr. New-
wan_arrange his argument®  Why, really, with every
wish not to misrepresent, by satire, injustice, or depre-
ciation, the lecture of a gifted though misguided man,
the writer of this must be allowed to say that anything
more shallow, sophistical, and illogical, he never re-

"The gray hair’d saint may fail at last
The surest guide a wanderer prove;
Death only binds us fast
To the bright shore of love.
* Amriong the smodth stones of the stream fs thry portionsthey, they
are thy lot.—dsaik Ivii. 6.

—
—
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g Date 15t Lesson [2nd Lesson
o { members to have heard. Instead of at once boldly
K i harge in t 3 y i
Pl skl a1 dow Somvay ari Tamity. ﬁi.:ll\(fgs ::7; 1{10‘?; g. looking the eharge in the face, all Mr. N‘ewman did
4 , - 6. | was to state that the ends pursued by the Church, and
9 L e M,| Jer. 11,/ Jobn 10, . . 5 gié
22,1 cunimanvsan e { E| * 122 Tim. L the objects aimed at by the world, were utterly distinet
7 R {M.? « 13, Johu 11. | and irreconcilable in many respects and relations.  As
R PG TR M PN ORE E.; S 142 Tim. o
W[ o . (M) « 15| Jobn 12. . g < A
o9, wernnmem e AR W jelaTim, 3, | ferent, and secret,” in regard to what civil society de-
T| « 95| Sr. Jawms Arosmie, {x‘ﬂcclm;}. lJ_?:\I: 13, sigued to obtain,
» SRR B But what logical counection had this with the im-
A “ « ", * > . . " 2
s I T K iy i |« 18, Tiws 1. mediate question beforc him?  T'he question between
TN g e e T . al.; ¢, 'l:!()hn 15. | Catholicism and Romuuism does not concern the inef-
‘ : “‘jlmu s fg' ,l::‘zf:" fable sublimity of the Church’s objects, as contrasted
= g 28,{ 9TH SUNDAY APT. r‘“"‘“'{ By o B 1ol Phile mon. | with the lower aims, selfish views, and sordid principles

of this passing world: in this. point, none but infidels
or atheists raise a question. Moreover, we will do
this distinguished sectarian the justice of saying that
he gave a beautiful, lofty, and most impressive sketch

EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER TRINITY.
Jury 21, 1850,
(By the Rev. G. F. Townsend, M.A.)

Tag Epistie,—(Romaus viii. 12—19.—Man, on
his original creation, was endowed with a twofold va-
ture, that of soul and body. In the paradisiacal state,
the body was subject to the spirit, and every thought,
~word, and zction, was in umison with uafailing holi-
mess, A wighty ‘change, however, ensued upon the
¥all,  The body with its lusts and affectious, began to

prevail ever the spirit with its strivings after all that
was trae und of good report. The lower nature be-
gan to contend with the higher, the animal to strive
with the spiritual, the earthly to conquer the heavenly.
The restoration of the soul to the likeness of its
original creation, amd to its rightful supremacy over
the body, is the great object of the Gospel.  To ef-
fect this new creation, the divine aid of Ged's blessed
Spirit, converting and sauctifyivg the soul, is prowised ;
and the sacraments, ordinances, and institutionsof the
Chureh are appointed. T’hose who by the aid of the
Holy Ghost are thus restered, and in whom the flesh
s subdued to the spirit, realize the high privileges
conferred on them in their admission into the Chris-
tian Church, in their attaining unto the adoption of
soos, in their being able to call upon God as a Father,
ot in the spirit of slavish fear, but of filial love; in
‘assurance of eins forgiven, and peace of miod, and
peace with God, and recouciliation to God, restored.

Tate Gosrer,—(St. Matthew vii. 15—21.)—This
iis another portion of the discourse of our blessed
Saviour on the Mount, in which he cautious his dis-
wiples against false prophets, and speaks of the certain
enarks by which the fruits of sincere believers may be
distinguished from that of the hypoerite. Purity of
kife, heart, and conduct, are the best proofs of a true
faith. Right principles will teed to right practice, and
‘& right belief be joived to acceptable obedience. The
collect of the day prays that God will put away from
us all hurtful things, and give us all things profitable
to our salvation. 'T'he epistle points out the works of
the flesh as those things which may hurt us, and shows,
in the blessings of adoption, those things which may
proftit us; while the gospel unites in pointiog out the
Ureadful consequence entaited wpou an indulgence iu

pared with the world. But (we repeat it), what has
this to do with the real question ?—how far, or not,
the doctrines of the English Church, or those of the
Roman apostacy, are most calculated, as such, to pro-
mote the remporal welfare of mankind, in connection
and coincidence with their spiritual good ?  This un~
questionably was the true question to be discussed;
and that Mr. Newman did not weet at all! It was a
mere Jesuitical assumption on his part—a gratuitous

to take for granted (1), because civil and social deve-
lopments are maintaived and fostered by the historical
accident of our Chureh's establishmeut, therefore, such
ends and developments are idolized by her as chief,
ultimate, and essential!  Mr. Newman's heart, con-
scieuce, and memory are not yet so adulterated by
Romish fallacy and delusion, but that we may appeal
to their inward testimony against so baseless and
wretehed am assumption as this. True, the English
Church does not forget the spiritual fact that Chris-
tianity hath “‘the promise of the life thatnow is ;" nor
does she shrink from cultivating all those facvlties and
tendencies of our social nature which help to render
inan a virtuous citizen, and secure for him, in his do-
mestic and political relations, those tangible blessings
and privileges which assist in harmonising his out-
ward circumstances with his inward culture.

Bat this is altogether a different position from that
sc insultingly and sophistically occupied by the tra-
ducer of ‘onr Catholic Church on this occasion.  He
tacitly identified the unbelieving and sensual world with
our Church, i the first place ; in the second, imagined
a Church in all the intense spirituality of its religious
jdealism and abstract perfection, which again, he ook
for granted could be NONE OTHER THaN THAT OF ROME!
And then, having arranged bis ideal contrasts, he
proceeded to-exhibit by eloquent, beautiful, and com-
parative analysis, the spiritual grandeur of the Church’s
designs, when coofronted with the low grovelling, and
perishing aims of ** the world.” TReduced into an ar-
gumentative form, Mr. Newman's argument appears

evil to stand thus, It is objected by the members of the
L gt Anglican Church thut the religion of Rome is not ouly
; e omEy e R \ o T — | contrary to divine truth as revealed in Scripture, but
A VISIT TO TA(’)I“‘E,}SOIR? MAN AT THE | lso iniwical to the political freedom and civil rights
£ ’ of men ; and that wlerever Protestantism and Ro-

(From the Church § State Gazette,) wanism, ceteris paribus, are allowed to develop their

bt x '&:‘7 BT social realisations, the former of these embodies its

triumphs in temporal blessings, as well as ia the higher
regious of moral life and spiritual consciousness. Mr
Newman might have faced the objection i two ways:
he might have denied the fact ; or else, in the second
place, he might have maintained the evidence upon
which the charge was grounded was either grossly
partial, distorted or unjust: and then havereferred the
rewaining portions of its truth to local accidents,
geographical peculiarities or the crushing pressure of
secular tyranny.  But this was not the method our
reverend father atopted.  Iustead of ity he imme-
diately stated the ends of the Church were heaveuly,
and those of the world earthly ; the one were unseen,
unheard, and not to be analysed by sense; while the
oth«l'!r "Were patent to the carual observations and sen-

« oo’ of the general ¢ : .| U @Ppetences of mankind.
¢ g congregation from theelect | Nyw ay this, proportionably speaking, is quite true ;
'thereof and ¢ertain friends, who have the privilege of ::l‘]et i AR WA A
an‘especial enterance through a side door. 'I'be altar el Weih-ngige w0 MU VORAD, Duf Geluteon 3370
is lRomauiaticu]ly commoun-place—the organ at .the ;‘;"::;::,i :)ne"ofwh‘idh professes not only to spiritual-
oppoiite end of Whe room, plain and tolerably large.’ 0 Scri wrey.ﬂ;cm'dmg to the Divine I'DEA Unf:u].d.ed
Among the pictureg are one of the Virgin (copied, 1|3, .. dpaccm; at a_lw, and at the same tfme’ i m"‘fse
believe, from an original at Rome), which hangs over ﬂ; & 'Paty -its highest and .lwh”t ?".ds mith
the head of Father Newman's reading desk ; and two/| ;: A 4 m.d Subordinate blessmgs.of il g
tion and social culture, 'Of eourse, it suited Mr. New-

others, intended to repgesent 'St. Philip of Neri, and :
e P J wan's argument 10 assume that because the Church

St. ian. J
sSebusml of England regaids the welfare of her children in this
o much for a general gketch of the chamber where | world, she, therefore, must be correspondingly indif-
England's ‘kerctzcal Protestantism is to be-annihilated, | ferent townrds their salvation ;frtllepncxl. Bt ot
and.Angehcau Catholies to he lectured out of their | an argument was offered to sustain this unhallowed
ancient creed into the heterodox novelties of Romish assumption ; and it may therefore ll;le at once dismis-

v T A :
m:m:u’non As to the number o.f English Clergy | sed us ultogether gratnitous .and worthless for.a basis
o have attended these lectures, it has decreased | of fair controversy.

Upon her shrine d?éu““md mu:m;‘ i g

WYer human gospel cunntfw&‘.x;;li?:

Cheating the Soul with skeletons qfli
1o Tas : s of truth.

No Taste. but here a subtle pleasure Bnds:

No Sentiment, but what some echo et

Nor Fancy, which no fellowship ¢an fing ’_

Here painting, with its poetry of hues,

And music, with its poetry of sound.

And Temples with their poetry of stone

Augustly dim. and eloquently vasi.—

All, all compose a theologic CHARM

That screens the Spirit from its Saviour God.”

"The Oratory where Futher Newman lectures is sity.-
“ated in .Ki“g William-street, Strand. Its capacity
for holding a congregation is very woderate ; probably,
three hundred is the highest number who cau be seat-
ed within its walls. The ladies are arranged ou the
right, and the men oo the left of the room. In front

:‘()l‘fh'b dlear a barrier is placed, which separates the
‘o

stand thus :—The objects of the world are one thing : ,
the ends of the Church are another : the first of these |
relate to earth and sense, to space and time—unto the {
flesh, the sense and the pride of lite ; the second belong |
to the spiritual, the invisible, the divine, and the eter-

pal. Now much which Protestant England cultivates .
and values seem in co-ordinate association with some |
of these objects which the present evil world esteems ; |
and what then ?  Why, THEREFORE, members of the \
Anglican communion ought to apostatise from the |
Church of their forefathers, and join themselves to |
Rome, because what she takes from civilization in out- |
| ward form, she gives to man's Christianity in his io-

of the transcendant dignity of the Church, when com- '

ward lifel 1! This, we repeat, was the gist of Mr.
Newman's argument; and anything more illogical,
absurd, and onessided has seldom been paraded before
the common reason and conscieace of Christian peo- ‘
ple. The reasoniug stood iu the proportion of a grain |
! of wheat to an entire busbel of undeniable chaff.

\ "There is, moreover, a latent sophism lurking in the
| mode by which the objections of Protestants to Ro=
J(ma\\iam was put by the reverend lecturer.  According
| to his statement, “ Anglicans” accuse the Romish
| Church of not being solicitous for the civil and social

| idealised

torious congratulation to vindicate kis communion, on

the lofty ground that she is so sublimely and enthusi- | who says,

astically consecrated to the apostolic work of saving

many souls from the next world, that she ought to be | the Lorl,”

| reverenced for not depressing her godlike functions to

want of civilization in Romish countries. In spirit, | the mean level of pulitical ends aud material aims.——
the objecnug statement was—the doctrinal system of | But Mr. Newman is either wilfu]ly mistaken or he‘p-

lessly deluded on this point. Those who contrast
| Romish countries with Protestant ones do not accuse
the Church of Reme of being simply negative, or inno-
cently passive, towards the social development of the
i people : their accusation is of sterner mould and of a
more solid castt it is even this—Romish superstitions
directly and positively chill the energies, crush the mind,
paralyse the conscience, and check the freé expansion
of man's social nature into relative forms of just and
generous civilization. Let, therefore, Father Newman
fairly confront this charge; and not merely attempt
to throw dust into the eyes of his religious opponents
by giving their accusation a shape and a meaning
which they do not authenticate.
plainness and simplicity is this—Is the Church of
Rome, or the Church of England, most caleuluted, by
the direct action of their wmutual doctrive and discipline
on the mental, moral, and social life-spring of humun

WELL as to educate him for his awful destinies in thut
which is to come? We have no fear, as Catholic |
Churchmen, what the answer will bey unless history
is anuihilated, reason stifled, conscience dumb, and |
the living phenomena of a world-wide experience are "
madly denied, in order to uphold a baseless fiction and |
a political untruth. |
In his fanatical zeal to protect the Romish Church
from the charge of being unfavourable towards civiliza- |
tion, Mr. Newman not only over-stated the abstract |
distinction between the outward and the inward world |
of man, but was also unphilosophical and unscriptural =
in forgetting the true theory of living connexion be-
tween them both. It is quite true that, religion is es- |
sentially a spiritual, invisible, and internal Element, |
brought te bearupon the moral inwardnees of redeemed |
Humanity, directly by the diviae Spirit, and mediately {
by sacramental grace, the Seriptures, and ‘the ordi-
nances. Moreover, it is undeniable, between the ex-~

piece of convenient, but very trausparent sophistry, | along which nothing but intallible Omuniscience can |

ternal form of human actions, and the interior nature
of human motives, there is an unwituessed distance,

move with absolute security. In other words, we can-
not affirm with certainty, that, because an action'is |
materially and formally right or virtuous, therefure, it !
is worally and inwardly so, in a religious sense: and
the reason is evident—the determinating essence,
which ultimately separates actions into right and |
wrong before God, is mMorive: and that is concealed
from every eye but Il1s, * who readeth the hearts and
trieth the reins of the children of men."” But, on the
other hand, we may aud do assert that, although we
may not reason backward from the act to the motive,
we ought and will argue forward from the creed to
the conduct, and deny the moral possibility of that
which is pure and spiritual in the first, to have any
tendency, direct or indirect, to generate what is lax in
moral development in the last. But this view was
utterly iguored by the Bomish father. The whole
tendency of his lecture was to prove this monstrous
dogma—such is the distinction and coutrast between
church-life and world-life, that although, as respects
the lafter, a man or woman way be intensely vicious,
criminal, and depraved, in regard to the former, he or
she way be, at the same time, almost models of inward
saintship and secret purity !

And this brings me to another and still more re-
volting feature irilese Anti-Church-of-England lec-
tures—1 allude to the unmitigated autimonianism of
their presiding spirit. It will be a source of exceeding |
regret to the present writer should he unconsciously
exaggerate Mr. Newman's doctrine upon this subject §
but his full conviction before the Searcher of Hearts is
this—that never has there been ranted forth, in any
conventicle here or abroad, more rabid and ruthless
antinomianism than Father Newman eounciated in the
Oratory, on Thursday, the 7th of June last. The
writer may safely appeal to all trathful witnesses there
present whether or no this accusation is not justified.
Not only did Father Newman picture * a filthy old
woman, careless of truth, and, as far as human judg-
ment could decide, utterly degraded as a member of
society; and then at once exalt her into hypothetical
saintship by virtue of ** contrition ‘before the priest,”
in contrast with other woweun of faultless reputation
and fair conduct.

This would be injurious in its tendency and toue ;
but the lecturer transcended all this.  In order to vin-
dicate his Church's apathy towards the mere outward-
ness of social conduct, he told us (totidem verbis), al-
though a may * had lived in continuous adultery, com-
witted murder,” and as it were wallowed in all con-
ceivable impurity avd crime, but by one faint move-
ment of his will toward God, in codfession and before
the priest, by virtue of absolution, that wan was as
wmoral, * clean,” and spiritually white before Heaven's
throne as if he had never sinned or fallen ! —nay more,
the antinomian enthusiasm of the lecturer did not
pause even here : he concluded in a e¢limax of moral
analysis, which seemed to say, a priest-absolved adul-
terer aud murderer is a much nobler specimen of man
than those whose life had been unstained by featful
crime, apart from the justifying machinery of a Rom-
ish confessional!

But, perhaps, the reader ‘thay anticipate’ Father
Newman was at least content with ‘such a rhetorical
apology for crime and criminals. By no means !-—he
actually took Lis audience in pictorial idea'to a public
execution-scene § described in glowing pathos the -

‘l your pxiest%m:n

| advantages of mankind ; and having thus conveniently |

—

heard to asee&l from the assembled multitude. Had
this, too, been all, something might be said, perchance,
to mitigate tht antinomian effect of the entire narra-
tive; but (as before) Mr. Newman was determined to
canonise the criminal at once; and so, he dared to
tell the audience that, as with baptised énfants, so with

executed crimiwls, it was almost a subject of spiritual
gratitude to think * they were taken from the evil to
comell”

I protest, before heaven, such lectures as these are
not simply heretical in doctrine, but positive violations
of common morals, as to their tone and influence.—
Auy ill-taught man,

Master's cross wight have been tempted, by such
teaching, notooly to thivk lightly of murder, but upon
the whole, to believe thot it was better to do a little
in the murderous }oe, and be absolved by your priest
than be a i character, and not confess to
~ Strange, 18 it not, this to fud

Ultramontane poperyand extreme forms of modern Dis-

senternism thus meeting in an antinomian unity of
| embrace ?  /Mr. Newman semed amazingly to enjoy
| this part of his lecture.  He was almost maternal in
Ins #ecents of pity and pathos for the ** old woman,”

his own case he proceeded in a strain of vic- | the unfortunate “adulterer,” and the romantic * mur-

" derer;” but how far, or unot, he was mindful of Him,

“No murderer hath eterval life adiding in
| him ;" ind that ** without holiness no man shall see
must be left to the sacred enquiry of his
| own comscience to determine.

Bus the distinguished lecturer was not only tender;
| at times he condescended to be witty, “ Punch” -like
‘ —plagfil.  For instance, he swartly put the question
| —¢ Is tie State to blamed for not producing saints?

Then, why condemu the Church for not manufactur-

ing stean-engines and advocating railways ' Very
| amusing,indeed, most reverend father ! Undoubtedly
| to blame the State for not doing Church-work, or to
| condemn the Church for not achieving State-work,
| would be equally absurd and anjust. ~ Butif the State
| shall so oppress the Church as: to impede” her holy
| offices in sanctifying unconverted man unto a saint,
| would she not be highly culpable before God and man ?
‘ In Tike menner, if a Church by her doctrines of venial
| sin, absolutions, indulgences, purgatory, &e.,.shall so

The question in its | weaken the moral tone, and vitiate the sacredness of | on the score ‘of consistency ;

man's. conscience as to render bim indifferent whether
| the railway is budly laid or the steam-engine dange-
rously manufactured, is she not likewise to be branded
for her remorseless guilt ? - Now, this is the very ac-

to the former, he maintained they were * d{ﬁcult, dif- | nature, to render man noble and useful in this world, s | cusation often brought against Rome : in a figurative

sense, her Protestants opponents are not so absurd, as
to blame ber for not promoting the formation of ** rail-
ways'' or thg maoufacture of * steam-engines;" ‘bat
this they gssert—she has no. right, so to darken the
reason, and debauch the conscience of human nature,
as to render those who lay railway lines, and make
steanl-engines, BAD MEN, and DANGERODS MEMBERS of
the social commonwealth.

Another point the present writer may be allowed to
mention ;. and that is, the unseemly wirth, which the
oratorical eccrenticities and oddities of the lecturer's
illustrations occasionally excite on the part of his au-
dience.  Surely, the question, whether we are to re-

vounce the Holy Church of our baptisw, and become !

upostates to our ancient aud Catholic faith, is one
which esuuot be handled with teo much. reverence,
awe, and seriousness, I say “ancient,” because,

“ Long before the Danish clan,
Or Saxon, o'er rent England ran
The Mouks of Bangor move in glory
‘Ihrough the page of British story.

And yet, on oue occasion, the fathers of the Oratory
were heard fo titter; the Romish ladies to giggle;

while a scarcely-suppressed laughter arose from the |

heretical Protestants then assembled before Father
New.mau. It is to be hoped that, at least, such ap-
proxXimations to irreverence and ribaldry will in future
be avoided by the lecturing father.

And now the question naturally arises, how far or
not this attempt, on the part of Mr. Newman, to se-
duce members and ministers of our own CATHOLIC
Cuaugcy into fellowship with his own apostate sect in
this country, will succeed ? It is not for me todogma-
tise on guch a theme; still 1 may be permitted;
perhaps, without any arrogant intrusion: of indi-
vidual opinion, to state my conviction that, as a
whole, Mr, Newman's lectures will be @ complete fuilure.
If they are all paralle in style, spirit, and reasouing,
with such as those here commented on, it is impussiblé
to conceive how any Churchman decently read in the
history of our own Church or.morally capable of ad-
justing the rival claims between Catholic truth aud
Romish error, ¢an for one moment, be deluded by such
shallow argument and illogical statements as Falher
Newmap ig now putting forth. It this be all an ac-
complished heretic has to say, in order to tewpt
English ¢lergy to violate their ordination vows aud
turn recreants to the pure aod primitive British faith,
he may rely on this prophecy—* actum est I"  He bas
utterly apd ignominiously failed in his mission-work
of ecclesiagtical seduetion and guile.  In saying this,
I am not forgetful that, certain ministers and members
of our apostolical Church, sorely fretting under her
State bondage, and sadly disgusted with ber dismal
want of convocation powers and synodal action, may
be tewpted to waver, and morbidly sympathise to a
certu;'u extent with some of Mr. Newman's abstract
statements and plausible one-sided views: but, uutil
positive apostacy take place, [ cannot and will not,
believe lectures like Father Newman's can produce
any wide aund lasting effect upou the ancient Commu-
nion he labours ta weaken and destroy.

And now, let me conclude this somewhat too pro-
tracted epistle, I trust, throughout the hasty eom-
ment 1 have felt it my solemn duty to wake, nathing
bitter, petulant, or rancorous has been exhibited
towards the leciurer, or his Romanistic compeers and
supporters. Indeed, what truly Catholic: Churchman
who has felt the mysierious thrill of the Redeemer's
cross, and -been inwardly raught by the Holy Ghost
“ the truth as it is.in, Jesus,® but will mourn ever the
disastrous perversion of iutellect and conseience s the
uvhappy Mr. Newman now extibits? - Let us earnestly
pray-for bim!  While heis endeavouring to seduce
us from our (own faithful and loving mother, let us
take sublime revenge, by an carnest and God-realiging
prayer before the Mercy=seat, that it ‘may please the
Divine Giver of al] gpiritual good to turu his alienated
heart back to' the Church he betrayed; the creed he
deserted, and the Catholic trath he lives to-deny, and
by lectures endeavours to corrupl.

O~k oy rag Merrorottran Crerey.
London, June 8, 1850.
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A PRESBYTERIAN CLERGYMAN LOOKING FOR
: THE ‘CHURCH.
(By-one of Three Hundred.)

CHAPTER IX.
POWNWARD TENDENCIES.

tense eagerness of an Italian erowd to hear whether or
no the criminal had repented and confessed ; and, when E
the artendant priest at lagt announced the sudden

conversion of the eriminal in” his cell, just  before his |

‘Bfls;!:l;_:h smc‘e t.ln; first night: this 'day (?‘ltursduy, Redueed, then, unto syllogistic  brevity, the whole
e ),. certainly not more _than six or eight Eng- | pith and point of the lecture we heard, i answer 10|
clergymen were present, with Mr. Thackeray, the | one of the popular objections to Romanism, appear to i

beiug brought forth for execution, he informed us—
such is the piefy of a Romish crowdy as contrasted with
an English mob—a shout -of spiritual triwmph was

Having discovered the tendency -of Presbyterianisin to

throw [off, miore and more, the decent garments, ritual

and saecramental, in which ‘the  Reformationhad: so dis-

guised it at first, as to secure for it, for a timey the respect,
even of the Church of England, I had to pursue the dacts
in the case but a litttle further, to perceive that the system
was quite incapable of long preserving; or of perpetuating

| anarchy sets in, and the developments go onto infidelity—
. |
then present, whose passions were |

untamed and whose will uucrucified on his divine | its stouter and more hideous forms.
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unimpaired, the great principles of a Christian man’s be- | worship of the Virgin and her. companions irt glory, is

lief. There doesappear to be a something ever preying
on the vitals of the sytem, producing everywhere the same
phenomena—the feverish irritation, succeeded by the long
and languid ague—the high exeitement, and its consequent
collapse—the spasmodic life, and the succeeding torpor: or,
to drop this figure, it ever and anon gives birth to revivals
and revolutions, to fresh schemes and schisms, to strange
fancies and fanaticism, to new experiments, new seets,
new theories, new doctrines ; until the old landmarks which
the fathers set up are swept away, the reign of intellectual

at first, in its more insidious phases—and, afterwards, i

Departures from unity, I shall consider hereafter, Tam
to notice, now, departures from the faith. I shall be con=
tent to stand for the present, by those definitions of the
faith, which the Wittemburg, Geneva, Westminster, Augs-
burg, Dort and Paris Presbyterians adopted at the Refor-
mation. 'The proposition, then, is this:—That Presbyte-
rianism is not.conservative of things spiritual, more than it
is cateful for things ritual ; and that, consequently, it could
never have been intended to be the Lord’s almoner of grace |,
Yo men, or the steward of His mysteries to the household
of faith.

In theory, Presbyterianism promises’ much for the
Church’s purity. 'The cords are drawn tight. The tests
are severe. 1he elect are numbered.. The tares are sepa-
rated from the wheat, before the harvest. « The good fishes |

are severed from the bad, while the net is yet in the deep.
The door is shut azainst the foolish virgins, before the
bridegroom has come: even infants, in vast numbers, are

frowned away from the healing of its waters, and the por- ‘

ches of Christ’s Bethesda are converted into the dungeons

of man’s Bethhoron, the house of mercy into the house of
| judgment. There is an unceasing cutting off of unsound
| members, and of unsound bodies, and a stitl more distress- |
| ing going off of sect after sect, with the view of setting up
a sounder faith and a purer worship.

‘With this rigor of discipline, was at first conjoined a se-
| verity. of creeds, too well defined, one might have supposed,
| to be evaded ; too solemnly subscribed, one might have
| thought, to be, by and by. denied; too evangelical, their
|'abetters might have reasoned, to be ever undermined. |
| Every avenue to error was forseen and foreclosed. - What
|'then are we to think? ~“We find no fault with the system
«elact angels,”  elect in-
‘1.fants,” « perseverance in grace” or the personal infalli-
‘ bility in doctrine, and indefectibility in grace, of each of
I"the elect, and the ¢ foreordination of all the non-elect to
| everldsting death,”—so repeatedly avowed in the Presby-
iterian Confession —are a bold but manly and consistent

| carrying out of the great first errof, the mpwroy Yrvloc,

| lying behind 'the whole theory, that God from all!

| eterhity, hath, for his own glory, by the weré'good plea-
| 'sure of his will, fore-ordained’ whatsoever comes to pass.” |
! But it proves too much—more than the conimon sense of |
tmankind, afid the common sympathies of humanity, and
| ‘the comtrion and obvious first truths of Christianity, allow
| ‘us for one moment to believe. Hence we set the system
| down, as the effort of a daring and gigantic spirit, seeking
new gronnd, instead of falling back upon the old. whereon
I'{o raise a bartier against Popery. The terriffic features
of Calvinism, as they stand out from the canvass, under
the fearless pencils of Zuinglius, and Peter Martyr, and
Hopkins, and Emmons, that ¢ God is alike the Creator
of evil and of gond,and is, by the same right, the anthor
equally of sin and of holiness,”” ave but the legitimate off-
spring of the Genevan stock. The  Gethsemane plan of
salvation,” recently advocated by divines in Philadelphia,
computing the number of the elect with such commercial
accuracy, that, if another soul had been intended to be
saved, our adorable Lord would have been condemned to
| bear another pang, and to shed another drop of his most
; precious blood, is but another child of the same fruitful
mother. So the reductio ad absurdum, of, to speak our
mind freely, the reduction to inevitable blasphemy, is fatal
to the pretensionsof the system. If it be true, that “ God,
from all eternity, hath, for his own glory, fore-ordained
whatsoever comes to pass ;> if it be true, that, for Adam’s
sin, all mankind are born, “ tnder God’s wrath and curse,
and are made liable to most grievous torments, in soul and
body, without intermission, in hell fire, for ever,” as the
larger catechism teaches, (Ques. 27, 28, 29,) then is it
reasonably true, as the same faith asserts, that certain in~
fants are < elect,” and it is truth to say,

1. hy my dire decree, did seal -
His fixed unalterable doom,

Consigned his anborn soul to bell,

Aud dann’d him frowm his mother’s womb.”

Presbytérians, if this be 80, do right to ascertain, if they
can, the deviding line, and to restricttheir Baptism to such
infants as they may suppose to_be ceremonially elect and
clean. But these results indicate that the whole theory is
Luman, and, notwithstanding the recent evasive distinetion
of decrees, into decrees of compulsion, and decrees of per-
mission, ot of peterition —the decree of Eddok natc and that
of Bidkargoe —thejdecree sublapsarian, and the decree sup-
ralapsarian—how unlike all this,
the Apostles and the Church, recognizing, as God’s elect,
in a sense high and full of comfort and hope, the favoured
communities and individualsto whom His kingdom  had
come dowh, who had received the gosd word of God, and
had been enriched with the illumination of his. Baptism,
raised, ina word, under the Gospel, to a new and bright
probation, in which salvation is made, not .only possible to
all, but, to all.who will, is.made glorionsly cerlain; an
election comparative, notabsolute ; an election to means and
not to their resnlt; to intermediate privileges and facilities,
and not to-abstract, and ultimate, and everlasting destinies ;
an election always to good, never to evil!

These results, so repugnant to every feeling of bu-
manity ; $0 incompatible with the boundless grace of the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus § 80 utterly at variance
with the true soveéreighty of an independent and infinitely
happv Being; representing to a world, already disaffected,
its Happy Tather as producing, by His own inexorable and
predetermined will, the blight and mourning that it suffers,
and yet, insultingly protesting, in His name, that He has
« o pleasure in the sitner’s death ;¥ these restlts, we say,
so entirely unlike the weeping God who stood on Olivet,
all bathed in grief over the destinies of wayward guilt ; so
amazingly unlike Him in the garden and Him on the cross,
and. Him on high with the golden censor, and so unlike
His Tmage, as faintly reflected in the sympathies of Hu-
manity itself, produceafter @ while, a reaction in the mind;
demonstrate to the heart the tottenness of the imposture;
and, at this point, too often leave the bewildered man upon
_the sea of doubtand weariness, of scepticism and adventure.

In this, the Presbyterian and the Papist agree: the one
defining Christ’s gracious presene in the holy Eucharist;
so.as to violate opr natural understanding ; the other de-
fining the divine sovereignty sd; as to shock ourmoralcons
stitution ; the one confradicting our senses; the other our
gensibilities. | And as, in throwing off Romanism, o' in re-
nouncing Presbyterianism, it is the matural tondency of the
human mind to tun, fixst, into religious anarchy, and, af-
terwards; by sure and measured strides, into downiight in-
fidelity. Hengce the prevalence at. this moment; of infi~
delity,and blasphetny.in France and Iraly and Spain ;; and
the infidelity, at.the same moment; of Germany, and Den=
mark, and. Geneva, Popery has done, in the one case,
what Presbytery has idone in the other. Side by side, 18
England, on the West, and the Greek Gommunion;omn the
Fast, and the Swedish religion on the Novth, under the in-
fluences.of whose purer Episcopacy; and mote on less puré
traditions, infidelity expires. ' As ithe spell-bound Papist,
awaking from his-strange halucination, and abjuring the

tempted by the same effort to throw off the worship of her
Son, Who was once a companion of their sufferings—so the
Presbyteriag, in casting to the winds the basedess fabric of
a heartless system,
and takes the blind leap into a sea of irretrievable
scepticism.

rushes too ofen to the precipice,

« Bless the Lord, O my soul; and ll that is within me;

bless his holy name,” that He had planted ou the shores &
purer branch of His holy Chbureh,
signals waving high, inviting my sinking bark and failing
heart into a gliet haven, at a moment when, in the liberty
to which I knew not the proper check, I was tearing ray-
self from a system uncongenial and unwh'olesome;_and felt

with its sacramfental

that the wide world was betore me, and that all Churches
past, present, and to come, were equially at my election,

and that none could say anathema, if, in the acknewledgod
right of private judgment I should my self originate &
L Cmnd call it after my own name, a§ others have
«0 ofteiidBiie, that the blasphenty has now ceased to shock
or even to'surprise: or; if, in the large latitade conc‘edo#
me, I should glide more modestly into the existing confede<
racy of Socinians, Avians, Pautheists, Neologists, Eclecticsi
Deists, Infidels or Atheists !

For myself, however, I did not, at first throw off the
Presbyterian creed, because I had discovered its defects or
crudities. True, both its crudities and cruelties. have
caused me many @ bitter hour.  Perhaps I continued to
believe it; bécause it was' wnnatural, and might therefore
be divine. But the change I Lave undergone, in respect
of creed, hias been rather by the silent and supplanting in<
fluences of a more Scriptural and wholesome, a more ra<
tional and consistent theology, of which T must say that
1 caught itsspitit before I understood its terms. As nearty
as I can now trace the change, the first hint of a highe¢
and parer faith, I owe to the Westminister Confession
which has erected a fabric, partly divine and partly
human ; an image, partly of gold, and partly of clay—
Desinit in piscem mulicr formosa superne— and, in attempl-

! ing to blend the old doctrine of the Sacraments with the
| new dogmas of

a speculative exa—earthly philosophy with '
| celestial faith—has left a flaw, which reveals the weaknesé
| of the whole structure, and thus has- fortundtely suggested
| a starting-point, from which individual minds may begin
| to Tecover, as I was enabled to do myself, the ancienf.
| consistencies and beauties of @ purer faith.
| But that which, niore fhan all other considerationsy
| loosened the hold of my former creed upon my confidencer
| 'was the historical fact, that it had been found, after long
5, aud fuir experiment, in every possible variety of circum<
| stance, insufficient, in any one irylance' to protect and pre-
serve inviolate the fuith. And if the things [am bout t&&
allege, be true, I do solemnly appeal tomy former brethren;

to weigh well the matter, and to abjure a system, whiclf
all history has shown to lack that vital foree with which
every seed in Nature has been endowed by its Creator j t¢
prepagate its like and to perpetuate itself

To cite the condition of the Scottish Kirk, might seeift
| hardly in point; as the eye of the Church of England is
| upou her; and the legislation of an Episcopal Parliament
| would not allow infidelity or heresy to supplant the faitht
| of theold realm. But, notwithstanding these safeguards;
| how fares it with the Presbyterian Chiirch in Scotland 1
| Her disruption into eight or ten Comintnions, all strictly
‘lPresbyterian, and all owing their origin o alleged un-

soundness in each othier’s diseipline and faith, sha'l bé cons
l sidered, when we'come to speak of schism | and we allude
Ite if here, only s indicating 4 gencral restlessuess tnder

the Westminster Confession, aud a constant tendeticy to

remodel its provisions. And iwhat wag the conditiofi of
{ the Kirk itself at the beginning of this century ?
! will deny, that under the workings of an Arian, Arminidng
? and Pelagian leaven, in different proporting, what is now
| regarded as distinctively the Evangelical doctrine. wae sle
| most universally lost?
| And what has been the fate 6f the Preshyterian Churche
| in England. where they have been sufficiently detached
!from the Scottish Kirk, to evade the legislation of aw
! Bpiscopal Parliament 7 Of {ivo hundred and sixty parishes
| established i their glory in the days of Cromwell, twd
i bundred and forty are now Unitarian! I was personally
| intormed, a few years since, ix_x London; by men who be<
wailed the fact, that up to a receut datey every Preshy=
gterian Church and Chapel in the metropolis had lapsed
] into Socinianism, and that, so instinctive seemed the ten#
| dency to this result, that the new and orthodox congrega<

l tiors had, for their safety, been compelled tb adoptecertain

{ prnciples of 4llegiance to the Kirk of Scofland, On this
| account, T found myself advised and obliged, everywhere
in England, to drop the name of Presbyterian, or if I stilt
| bore it, uniformly to explain it. :
( And what dt the time we speak of, was the state of de<
nomination in Ireland, the last of the Three Kingdoms 1
\ Where ‘it was not Unitarian, it was Arian, from cens
' tre to circumference ; fnd that within a hiindred years of
!"the most wanderful ¢ a\\':lkelehgi’ or “ revival,” that his*

| tory has recorded. In that revival, # multitudés swooned,

is the cheering voice of | 2nd nurbefs were carried out s dead, and whole days to=

‘-{ gether weré spent in fasting, and preaching, and prayer.—
{ Thave known them,” says ali €ye-witness, « to come se-
| veral miles to Communions, aixl after the Satur;daj'is sor<
| mon, to spend the whole Satirday night in compdny, it
| conference and prayer. ‘They have then aited on the
public ordinances the whole Sabbath, antl spent the Sab<
bath night in the same way, and yet, at the Monday’s ser<
fmon, were not troubled with sleepiness;and so they siept
not, till they twent home,” Not long after this, as has beeri
commonly the case, under the operation of like causes; op=
position to creeds began fo be made, anfl Pelagianismi;
Atianism, ind Socinianism, and c¥peciully the views of Dr.
Priestly, previiled, and were ciifrénit at the beginning of
this century. - 1 have stated these ficts thus particularly;
because the Presbyterian Chirch in the north of Treltind
is the immediate mother of the denomindtion in America.
It swas fromm Her, and not from the ‘Kirk of Stotland, that
several ministers came éver, into Pennsylvabia; Delavare
and Maryland, organized themselves into the fitst Ameri-
ctn Presbytery. The iother has sinee plaged the harlot
and denied the Lord ; the datighter—bit we shall speak of
her afterwards
Let its fivst cross the channel that divides England fromi
the Contigent: “The gloriots Church of the Huguenots
and the Vaiidois—a Church planted in the learning ony
cloguence of Farel, and Viret; and Beza, and Du Moulin.
and Calvin ; dignified by the arms of its Condes and
Colignys; fed by such pastors as Merlin, and Sabiin; and
Claude, and Daille; and Drelincotirt ; fostéred by nirsing
mothers, in .a Margaret .and. & Cétharine of Navarre—a
Chitrch, that, for its influence; was dreaded by the Maza~
rines, and; for its virttles, was respected by the Fenelons
of France~a Church that bared so often its intrepid bosomt
to, the drageons of the bloady Louis; and the musketry of
tne perfidions Charles; and that cosild sparey for a Wedlling
banquet; it o siugle night, a hundred thogsands  vicfims
{rom het fold, and the head of her hoble Coligny; to giace,
at Roritd, the fostivities of an execrible jubilee—where is
this Church, after which, for its virtues; and its prowessy
the whole world wondered § Tt is fallen! Tt is fallen{. At
Passy, and at Paris, 4t Rouen; and at Charenton, at Nismes,
and at Liyons, it is fallen; )ike & millstone in the sens 1t
is 2 cage of unclean birds; It is the hold of ‘every foul
Cspirity it is the ‘worst of anti-Christsj il “’gIchg‘g;ﬁ the
Futher and the Son” The fittle flock of Moraviaps, no
peisecution has been able to ditinish : the remnant o the
mountaing of Syria has survived the ravages of lslamisin
but the Church of the Huguenots, only because it wanted
the Apostolic descent, in which the Moravian and the




