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less advanced than western Europe in the chief elements of civiliza-
tion, we can scarcely evade the question: " lWhat has arrested their
progress P" nor avoid the suggestive answcr which the contrasting
Christianity of the freest and most civilizedl states of the Old and
New World present, when compared with the degraded worship of
this otlierwise enlightened people. On this subjeet the following
brief compendium is suggestive:

Il Whatever may be the moral character of the ir'"qbitants of Simoda, it might
be supposed, from the great, number of places of worship, that they are a highly
devotional, people. Though the peculiar religions of the Japauese seemed to be
austaiued in a flouri8hing condition, the people are rather remarkable for their
toleration of ai kindp )f worship, except that of the Christian, for wljchi, in con-
sequence of the political, intrigues of the Roman Priesthood, centuries ago, they
bave an intense hatred, carefuiiy incnlcated by those in authority, who keep alive
the traditional, enmity engendered at an epoch -%vhen the Portugese were expelled
from the Empire. The Buddhist and Sintoo worahips are those most prevalent,
in .Japau, and the lowcr classes are strict but formai devotees, while it is suspect-
cd that the higlier and better educated, are inliifferent to ail religions, and enter-
tain various specuintive opinions, or eeek refuge in a brond seepticism."

The description of the Japanese IlPraying Machine " may not
inappropriately complete this subjeet.

tgThere vas a curious contrivauce found in onc of the burial places at Simoda,
tonsisting of a tail post, piaced upright, and being square, it presented four surfaces
on ecd of which was one or two inscript;ons or prayers. Thc post vas nearly eight
feet in lengrth, and near the centre, at a convenient height t», be reathed by thc
hand, vnas aflixcd vertically a whecl, moved readily on an aile that passcd through
tic post Tw,) small iron rings were strung upon ecd of the tirce spokes of tic
large whcei. Every person who twisted this instrument in passing vas supposed
to, obtain credit in Heaven for one or more prayers on thc post, thc number
being graduated according to thc vigor of thc performer's devotion, and the nuas-
ber of revolutions cffectcd. The jingle of thc small iron rings was 1 -ýlieved tb se-
cure the attention of the Deity to the invoc'*ation of the devotional, and tie greater
thc noise, tic more certain its being Iistened to. This praying by wheel and aile
wouid seem to be thc very perfection of a ccrcmonious religion, as it reduces il to
a system of mechanical lavs, which, provided the apparatus is kept in order,-a
resuit easily obtained by a litIle oil, moderate use, and occasional repairs,-.ean be
readily cxccuted with the least possible expenditure of humnan labor, and -with all
that eeonomy of lime «nd thougit whieli scems Uic great purpose of our material
and meehanical, age. Hlue, in bis interesting account of his travels in Thibet, speaks
of an improvemnent on thc machine, -where the apparatus was turned by water-
power, and very appropriately styles it a Prayer Miil. In lhe course of tic pro-
gress of thc Japanese in thec mechanicai arts, Ibis, with tlicir usual readincas for
adopling new improvemnents, will no douit be introduced, or periaps the more cf.
fective power of stcam will be applicd to, their Praying Machines, and wilh thc
introduction of Steam. boats aud Raiîroads, may commence an era of locomotive
'levotion P'

We have not attempted ini this brief notice any comaprehensive an-
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