
CORNISH LITERATURE.

I SAC. Taylor in his WVo;d.s (nui Places affirins that the wor<l 6orz-
Il-«Il or Cuwaçsignifie-s the Cotintr of 11we Wcbl or srgcsof

I/we horn. Cornwall inay be regarded as a comnpound of corn, a Corn-
isli word signifying /Mn ad iller' a stirangcr. The enigin of the
terni corn a Iiorib inay be discovered iii the peculiar form of Cornwall,
rannnvrg as it docs like a lorilinte tliic sea. Cctnoiv is the Cornish
word for Cornwall aud Geicwcei' and Kermua7i. for Cornish. The
writer of au article on Cornwall in theEiicyclopredia I3ritannica,statcs
that Cornwvall is iii effeet a long proinontory which gradually narrews
towirdls the Lind's end, and has one deeply projecting spur in the
Lizzard. The gre.atest lengé,th of the country frein the Tainar te the
Luxdt's end 1$ 80 railes. It covcrs an area includinig the Scilly Isîca,
of 869,878 acre.% or 1359 square miles. The population in 1861 nuxa-
hered 369, M0 persons. ornwall formied part of the British King-

<lon olUauntiiwhchlongresisted thca(lvance of the ;;tuns we.st-
ward, and reinineci alinost unbroken in power until the rtugn of lue
of MWessex (688-726.) From that~ Lime the borders of the 3Britiqh
lKingdoin gr-adit.lly narrowcd, until, about the 3'car 926, Atheistane
drove the Britons frein Exeter and fixed the Tamar as the limit bc-
twecn thiein and the Saxon of Devon. In the third volume of his
chips fromi a Gerniax wvorkshiop, Maf-.x Muller thus writcs, "N.Lo doubt
it is ývell-liuowni that the original iuhabitants of Corniwall wvere Ceits,
,nd thiat Coriiisli is a Celtie lauguage; and that if we divnde the
Ccltic ]uxgu-age jute two classes, Wélsh ivith Cornish ana Breton
fornis one class, the C!yntic; wviile the Irish with its varieties as
developed in Scotland and the. Isle of Man fornis another class which
is called the Gaelic. or Gadhelie.' Dr. Bannistcr, the auther of a
Clossatryof Cornish narnes, states 1"that the oid languageof Cornwall,
wvhich dia not altogether cesse te bc spoken. till the end of last cen-
tury use to be thoufflt Seinitie. and allied to IRebrev, having heen
introduoed by the Plîoenicians. Some have aise qucstioned whether
the aboriginal inhabitants were not akin te the people new inhabit-
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