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A NASCENT LITERATURE.

T HAT' Freceh (anadi docs uot possss, in the strict sense of
the terni, a Eiterature of its own, can hariidly bc contested.

rIlIîis would iînply the ereation of a civilization, that is to Say, aL
language, a literary nîould and al succession of iiatcr-picc. Ncw
Frenchi Canada bas (Ierivi'c ail this froin 01(1 France, which thie
French Canadian still eonsiders a, the source of bis inspiration, the
creator of literary forîn and the arbiter of taste. Iii reality, tiiene-
f~ore, Frenchi Canadian. liteimture eau only be the continuation, on ai
new soil, of French literature, holding the relation of il daughter to
lier mnother.

But, while receiving from its parents its lanîTuaoe, its general
ideas and its first inspiration, a child niay niocify thein with in-
creasiiig years, especially by study, by travel, and by ultimately
settling in a foreigu country. It cannot bc otherwise with the
Frcnchi Canadian. The. country whlîi hie inhabits, the conditions
of existence ixnposed on limi, and blis surroundfings mnust nccessariIy
nliodlify the tenîiper of bis grenius, his ideas, bis aspirations, lus W41.v
of Iookingc at men and ithingrs-and, in a word, force in to, proluee
al distinct variation in ciî'ilization. Anîd as literature is the ex-
pression of every civilization, it must be inferred timat French
Canada nust necessarily exhibit a variation froin Frencli literature.
It ivill romrain IFrencb, mwliile presenting at the saine time eleinent.s.,
characteristies and temidencies wvhic1î xvil entitie it to e ho cile1
Frenchi Canadian.

The history of tlîis literature is nieithecr long nor wonderful to
relate, for it is still too iîcar its birth. But its existence lias hoguui.
and whiat astonishies one inost is tlîat it should have b)een borit ini
the inidst of a people wîhic1î is stili in the stage of childhood, andl
Nyhich lias alnmost constantly liad to fight for its very existence
aýgainst focs whio threcatenecl destruction on every liaud, and wi-t.h-
out respite. Whien I consider the obstacles whichl it liad to over-
coule, I w~onder that this literature sboul ever have succeccd( in


